
 

 
 

 
 

Term rua Wiki rima​   ​ ​ ​ Thursday 21 May ​  ​ ​ ​ Number 08/26 
In this newsletter… 
 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Reporting to Parents and Learning Conferences 
Upcoming Teacher Only day 
2026 School and Activities Donations 
125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Good News Goodwood 
Happy May birthday to: 
School App - have you downloaded? 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Thursday 28th May Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Friday 29th May Teacher Only Day School closed  
Child care available 

Monday 1st June Kings Birthday Holiday School Closed 

Wed 3rd - Fri 5th June  Liz Kane Literacy PLD Course Hosted at Goodwood 

Friday 9th June Whole School Assembly All Welcome 
 

 



 

 
 

When What Who, Where, Details 

Sunday 21st June Battle of the Schools Track Cycling Racing 

Monday 29 June Midyear reports emailed home  

Tuesday 30 June 
Wednesday 1 July 

Parent / caregiver and teacher 
conferences 

 

Friday 3rd July  Last day of term 2 3pm Finish 

Monday 20th July First day of term 3  

Wednesday 22 July Matariki Breakfast From 6.30 am 

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date.  
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  
 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Mā te huruhuru ka rere te manu 
Adorn the bird with feathers so it may soar. 
 
We continue to work through the opportunities and challenges presented by recent curriculum reforms and 
to design activities and approaches that maximise learning for all explorers. 
 
The new (2026) Year 1 - 13 English curriculum demands: 

●​ earlier decoding mastery and stronger phonics knowledge 
●​ more automatic spelling and more explicit grammar teaching 
●​ more structured writing progression alongside greater expectations of reading fluency and 

comprehension. 

The new curriculum also sequences writing more tightly, including higher expectations for: 

●​ sentence construction, spelling patterns, vocabulary, text structures and grammar knowledge 

Compared with 2007, it is clear… 

●​ Year 4 now resembles old Year 5 expectations 
●​ Year 6 writing expectations are more explicit and academically demanding 

The 2026 mathematics refresh is also more rigorous. 

Key changes include: 

●​ earlier recall of basic facts and stronger emphasis on algorithms 
 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 

●​ more explicit sequencing with reduced ambiguity and faster progression through number knowledge 

It is clear that …. 

●​ concepts appear earlier with is less repetition across years 
●​ there is more expectation of mastery before moving on 
●​ multiplication/division knowledge is expected earlier and fractions and proportional thinking appear 

more systematically 
●​ number fluency is emphasised more strongly 

Just how demanding is this new curriculum? Newly released research by the University of Otago found that 
in 2025 only 25% of Year 3 and 36% of Year 6 students were meeting new curriculum expectations in 
maths. 

 

This week’s announcement of increased rigour in senior high school qualifications reinforces how critical it is 
that high quality teaching and learning is in place from our explorer’s first day at school. It also makes clear 
that high levels of attendance are essential for explorers to maintain the pace required to meet the 
demands of the 2026 curriculum. With changes to be fully implemented in 2030, this will directly impact our 
current explorers. 

Our team is well placed to support explorers to meet and maintain these expectations. We have had 
extensive PLD and increased understanding of the science of learning. Our classrooms are calm and 
dignified and we employ trauma informed practices. We work incredibly hard to ensure our explorers make 
at least the progress required by the curriculum. Attending years of high school maths and English lessons 
where you are less prepared than you could have been - is unnecessary trauma we can avoid. 

Above all, as important as school qualifications are, we know that being highly literate and numerate is of 
huge benefit in many aspects of life. We appreciate your support as we work together to support our 
explorers to attain the highest levels they can.  

Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend. 

David and your Goodwood Team 
 

 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/595424/government-confirms-ncea-replacement-details


 

 
 

Reporting to Parents and Learning Conferences 

There have been some significant changes in mandated reporting requirements over the past three years. The 
chart below gives a quick summary of what these changes mean in terms of how we report achievement against the 
curriculum. These changes are consistent for all schools across the country. 

2007 - 2024 - reporting was against 
8 NZC levels 

2025 - reporting was at Year level 
against 4 progress descriptors 2026 - Reports will be Year level 

against 5 progress descriptors. 

  

 

As required, in 2026 we are reporting against the year level expectations for your explorer. This will be 
according to the chart detailed above right. Your explorer’s achievement as of June 2026 (mid-year) will be 
assessed against five progress markers in reading, writing and maths… 

-​ Emerging 
-​ Developing 
-​ Consolidating 
-​ Proficient  
-​ Exceeding  

For mid-year reports Consolidating, Proficient and Exceeding indicate your explorer is meeting expectations. 
At the end of year Proficient and Exceeding ratings are needed to indicate your explorer is meeting expectations. 
The expectations are demanding and are increasingly so for each year level of the curriculum. As described in 
David’s column above, initial research by the University of Otago found that only 25% of students met the new Year 
3 expectations. 
We are very well placed to ensure explorers have the best chance to meet the expectations of their year level. 
Teaching and learning is planned with a clear and consistent structure and a carefully designed scope and 
sequence.  
You can directly support your explorer by ensuring high levels of attendance and by engaging with our weekly 
learning preview emails. 
We will be providing regular updates about curriculum, assessment and reporting changes through our newsletter in 
the lead up to written reports and ‘meet the teacher’ sessions at the end of June / start of July. 

Upcoming Teacher Only day  
We have a teacher only day scheduled for Friday 29th May. This is the Friday before the King’s Birthday 
long weekend. This day is one of two provided by the Ministry of Education for schools to work on the 
newly refreshed curriculum and the changes to assessment and reporting requirements.  
 

 



 

 
 
Note that Friday 12th June (aka Field Days Friday) is NOT a teacher only day for Goodwood School this 
year. 
 

If your explorer/s require care for teacher only day fill in the form HERE 

2026 School and Activities Donations 
In term two we ask for our annual school donation. This is an essential source of income to ensure that our 
school can provide our explorers with the resources and support that they need.  Your donation will help 
provide support and resources for all explorers. Our 2026 school donation is set at $120 per child or $220 
for two children or $300 per family. This will be included on your accounts and would be greatly appreciated. 
 
The activities donation covers trips and performances that your explorer/s take part in. Instead of asking for 
$15 for a trip and then $5 for a show, and then $8 for a performer visiting the school…etc… We will invoice 
you an amount based on the planned and anticipated events for the year. Any excess will be used 
towards an end of year activity.  We are transparent in these amounts and a spreadsheet of amounts 
spent on each event/trip will be itemised for viewing at any time.  
The activities donation will cover events over the year including - Swim Carnival, John Parsons, Ag Day 
activities, Book Week and Maths Week activities and a class/team trip or end of year activity. The amount 
will be $65 per child. 
 

Statements for families will be emailed next week.  Payment can be made at the school office via cash 
or eftpos, or online to: Goodwood School Board 12-3268-0090127-00. 
 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 
 

Friday 12th March 2027 Saturday 13th March 2027 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm-8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic / Live Music 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/UxTfGXxvMMD9jA3t7


 

 
 

Good News Goodwood 

 

 

Our school was a sea of pink and kindness as we 
celebrated Pink Shirt Day Aotearoa  

We are unrelenting in our anti bullying messages and 
ask all of our explorers to be up-standers to ensure that 
bullying has no place at our kura, online or anywhere 
else. 

 

Battle of the Schools 2026 is underway!  

Our squad of eleven brand new track cyclists 
have enjoyed their first training sessions this 
week. Our explorers showed GRIT and 
determination as they developed their track 
skills.  

Thanks to the fantastic coaching team at 
Grassroots Trust Velodrome A BIG thanks to 
our minibus sponsors- you make opportunities 
like this much easier to deliver. Six weeks until 
race day!  

  

 

A glimpse at some of our most important work. With a 
third of the year gone our team took a collective deep 
dive looking at EVERY one of our explorers' 400+ writing 
books. As we become familiar with the increased 
demands of the 2026 New Zealand curriculum it is 
important that we work together to share our collective 
knowledge to ensure every explorer can make at least a 
year's progress. The rewards are palpable. Learners 
who are literate can create and access texts that allow 
them to show and extend their abilities in critical and 
creative thinking. We appreciate our team's high levels of 
professionalism and care as we collectively work at 
improving practice to benefit all explorers. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PinkShirtDayAotearoa?__cft__[0]=AZb7LnzLswtFBeeBkC9y2k441Pw0-BoqSHHDv6ErG-lPxCgwtjptCfeO3wKZ75EDqrno_VSkyGti-UcX_-qiDSe8KOSgDNy2tVGm59OVebo9C9FcVBUzudbBc786-29cCbSwH6Bvtwk76VHtg3T7h6XM&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/grassrootstrustvelodrome?__cft__[0]=AZa--LKm7SYGK3UjP2xBv3oE94Z_CluE5GomvO6diAIUPb2qFE5GVCEuRp_7XflliIYb5EyGvECtP7iS7pr7v5GlQTq0zKoYbH7oqZbTGkN5Yzht1i1GPNV7U04TU9SG5x3U6y1b8SIffriXSvFA_WK2&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/grassrootstrustvelodrome?__cft__[0]=AZa--LKm7SYGK3UjP2xBv3oE94Z_CluE5GomvO6diAIUPb2qFE5GVCEuRp_7XflliIYb5EyGvECtP7iS7pr7v5GlQTq0zKoYbH7oqZbTGkN5Yzht1i1GPNV7U04TU9SG5x3U6y1b8SIffriXSvFA_WK2&__tn__=-]K-R


 

 
 

 

 
 
Fascinating science lessons yesterday for our Year 3 and 
4 explorers as they looked at diversity of organisms with 
fisheries scientist Dr. Mel. 

Dr Mel brought in a range of species for our explorers to 
study, measure and classify. Hands on science activities 
such as these really extend our explorers, we could see 
many budding future marine biologists! 

A special thanks to Mel for leading such inspiring 
learning and for sharing her passion for, and knowledge, 
of the ocean and its inhabitants. 

 

 
Great to welcome Strive Performing Arts to 
Goodwood School. Their dancers performed 
with tremendous skill and energy to a very 
appreciative audience. 
 
It was extra special to welcome back Ella to 
perform at her old school and to a very proud 
younger brother. Strive always welcomes new 
dancers to join their studio 

 

Happy May birthday to:   
 Marley P, Eliana R, Noah B, Baxter B, Solomon B, Annaliese T, Lauren C, Johannes H, Henry McT, 
Amelia B, Matteo G, Izac B, Scarlett M, Malan V, Layla H, Rhett S, Jackson McH, Sophie F,  
Mieke VDW, Ava T, Oscar H, Jack C, Mckayla Y, Jonas M, Mila C, Cameron LR, Lemoera N, 
Imogen K, Braxton M, Alexander M, Jonte D, Pratham B, Samuel G, Porter S, Mabel W, Darcy V, 
Spencer N, Syrah S, Blake A and  Darcee L.  

 

School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL 
CALENDAR and are also available on our school app for Android or Apple at present we 
have over 3000 downloads. 
 

To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search Goodwood School. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/striveperformingarts?__cft__[0]=AZZVLtSoPsSF_jChIx1-s-FtABRoDWwbtzoirgXcGqFyOlya0HeF0Nd7AWhG1uaTPfyD_OmEZ8LFm0Nj9D1lZIiLkuId_gAocNIzJfbcImA7yyd8rag0UrU8Hib4xNL8LGunYggZxc5vT7BwgTKoow3v&__tn__=-]K-R
http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
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