
 

 
 

 
 

Term rui Wiki toru​   ​ ​ ​ Thursday 7 May ​  ​ ​ ​ Number 07/26 
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Good News Goodwood 
Happy May birthday to: 
School App - have you downloaded? 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Friday 8th May Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

 

 



 

 
 

When What Who, Where, Details 

Friday 15th May Pink Shirt Day Wear Pink 

Friday 15th May Year 5 and 6 Winter Sports Day At Tom Voyle Park 

Wednesday 20th May Pre School Open Morning  9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Thursday 28th May Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Friday 29th May Teacher Only Day School closed  
Child care available 

Monday 1st June Kings Birthday Holiday School Closed 

Wed 3rd - Fri 5th June  Liz Kane Literacy PLD Hosted at Goodwood 

Friday 9th June Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Sunday 21st June Battle of the Schools Track Cycling Racing 

Monday 29 June Midyear reports emailed home  

Tuesday 30 June 
Wednesday 1 July 

Parent / caregiver and teacher 
conferences 

 

Friday 3rd July  Last day of term 2 3pm Finish 

Monday 20th July First day of term 3  

Wednesday 22 July Matariki Breakfast From 6.30 am 

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date.  
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  
 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata.  
Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure. 
 
It was a privilege, last week, to travel to Melbourne to visit a number of high performing schools and to 
meet with acclaimed researcher Dr Nathaniel Swain. 
 
Marsha and I travelled with around 40 leaders from forward thinking New Zealand schools, and the 
talented team from Liz Kane Literacy. We saw calm and predictable classrooms, featuring structured, 
content-rich approaches. 

 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 
The schools we visited included Chelsea Heights, Branston Park and Templestow Heights. Each is 
producing simply outstanding results that place them among the top achieving schools in the State of 
Victoria. 

A standout message was the importance of teachers with deep curriculum knowledge working 
collaboratively to deliver consistent, high-quality learning experiences. 

Alongside what is taught, the schools were intensely focused on the why and how of how they design 
and implement curriculum.  

These school leaders, as with us at Goodwood, are driven by the notion of educational equity and 
social justice. Approaches to learning ensure that EVERY child gets to see the curriculum at least at 
their year level and EVERY child gets to make at least a year’s progress.  

For this to occur, leaders, teachers and students have a deep understanding of how we learn. Attention 
is the currency of the classroom. Careful practices are embedded to ensure that extraneous cognitive 
load is minimised and that working memory is allowed to fully focus on learning. A clear scope and 
sequence, along with spaced review of key concepts, ensures that excellent progress is made and 
maintained. 

We saw happy and motivated students and teachers. Much of this motivation came from high levels of 
success. Students saw themselves as learners and had the tools to access the curriculum and to thrive. 

Everyone was aware of the limitations of our working memories and the critical importance of creating 
and maintaining environments that kept learning - the main thing. Behaviour issues were rare. Children 
felt safe and secure in their calm and predictable learning environments. They had the motivation and 
ability to remain focussed AND to respect other’s right to learn. We are very clear about how explorers 
are to behave in class for learning for all - this includes listening to the teacher, following directions and 
ways to function as a group. We believe that 99% of explorers can do this and we support them daily to 
do this. Your support with this is essential and appreciated. 

We appreciate the generosity of our host schools and leaders and the ongoing support of Dr Swain and 
the Liz Kane Literacy Team. I would like to extend a special thank you to associate principal, Lynda 
Alton for expertly caring for our explorers and team while we were away. 

As with any trip, it was nice to get back home. We can see similar levels of engagement, respect and 
motivation at our school. 
 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend. 

David and your Goodwood Team 

Goodwood School Attendance Update 
There has been a slight drop in the percentage of of our explorers who are meeting the Government’s 
attendance target of attending school 90%+ of the time. (down from 86% to 85%) As mandated we have 
implemented an Attendance Management Plan This requires us to contact you when your explorer is at 
risk of not meeting the 90% attendance threshold. We acknowledge that illnesses and family 
circumstances  will have an impact on attendance.  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JusPWOzaPmsLY14FAnl9hV_2N0bhe0Tl/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 
We are still required to let you know when your explorer’s attendance drops below any of the 
Ministry’s benchmark levels.  We encourage you to reach out if you require support with attendance. 
 

 

Year 3 and 4 - Camp Raglan  
We are very proud of the achievements of our 130 Year 3 and 4 explorers who attended camp this week at 
Raglan.  
 
We observed high levels of GRIT and engagement, with explorers bringing their best selves and working 
hard to achieve their goals. These goals may have been to ride the flying fox or water slides or simply to 
spend a night away from home and family. Of particular note were our explorers' good manners as they 
showed appreciation to those who were looking after them. 
 
I would like to extend a special thanks to our staff team. Planning for camp started around a year ago and 
the requirements of a safe and successful camp add significantly to our team’s workload. We appreciate our 
team’s care and hard work. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Community Code of Conduct 
 
Our explorers benefit from our caring culture where our staff team and parent / caregiver community works 
effectively together. It is important from time to time to review our community code of conduct.  
 
Our school is our team’s workplace. They work hard to provide the highest levels of education and care for 
your child. They have the right to be treated with respect when at work. Sometimes this is as simple as 
scheduling an email to arrive within reasonable work hours rather than sending it late in the evening. 
 
Our community code of conduct requires that members of our school community… 

●​ follow any reasonable requests or instructions from the school 
●​ treat school staff and other members of the school community with respect 
●​ support student learning 
●​ take reasonable care of their own health and safety 
●​ take reasonable care that their behaviour does not negatively affect the health and safety of others 
●​ follow relevant school policies and procedures, including but not limited to: 

●​ supporting our inclusive school culture and school values 
●​ respecting the privacy of others (e.g. sharing images) 
●​ using digital technology and social media safely and responsibly 
●​ complying with school expectations about smoking, vaping, and using alcohol, drugs, and 

other harmful substances 
●​ protecting school property and resources. 

It is an offence under the Education and Training Act 2020 (s 241) for an adult to intentionally insult, abuse, 
or intimidate a teacher or staff member within the presence or hearing of any student of the school and on 
school premises or in any other place where students of the school are assembled for school purposes. 
 
Full details of our code of conduct are available at schooldocs.co.nz > search Goodwood > user name 
goodwood password explore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://schooldocs.co.nz


 

 
 

Bully Free Week and Pink Shirt Day  
 

  

Bully Free Week and Pink Shirt Day are about working together to stop bullying by celebrating 
diversity and promoting kindness and inclusiveness. 

It’s about creating a community where all people feel safe, valued and respected, regardless of 
age, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, or cultural background. 

Goodwood School is taking part in pink shirt day on Friday 15 May 2026. Find your 
mawhero/pink shirt and join us! We along with most of Aotearoa will - Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, 
Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying!  

We are asking for an optional gold coin donation to support Pink Shirt Day. Your support enables 
the Mental Health Foundation to run Pink Shirt Day, raise awareness about bullying prevention 
and provide resources that promote inclusive workplaces, schools and 

 

Reporting to parents - mid-year 2026 
Written reports will be sent home on Monday 29th June providing information about your explorer’s 
achievement and progress over the first half of the year. This year’s reports will look significantly different as 
the Ministry implements consistent and required common components across all schools in the country. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz/about/korero-mai-korero-atu-mauri-tu-mauri-ora/
https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz/about/korero-mai-korero-atu-mauri-tu-mauri-ora/


 

 
 
Key details of these common components include: 

●​ Progress Descriptors (Reading, Writing, Maths): Descriptive, consistent labels that highlight a 

student's current level of progress against curriculum expectations. 

●​ Visual Representation of Progress: A chart designed to show how a student is progressing over time, 

generated by the school's student management system (SMS). 

●​ General Narrative Teacher Comment: A comment that describes the student’s achievement across 

the core curriculum areas. 

●​ Attendance Record: A clear record of a student's attendance. 

The issuing of reports will be followed by parent and teacher conferences during the same week to discuss 

the report and to set future goals. 

Explorer led clubs - term two 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Ministry of Education - parent portal 
The Ministry of Education has developed a parent portal. The portal is designed to understand what your 
child is learning at school or kura, how they are progressing against the curriculum, and what you can do to 
support them at home. You can find the parent portal HERE. One of the features in the portal is maths 
practice for Year 3 - 8 (trial for 6 months) which can be found HERE. 

Upcoming Teacher Only day  
We have a teacher only day scheduled for Friday 29th May. This is the Friday before the King’s Birthday 
long weekend. This day is one of two provided by the Ministry of Education for schools to work on the 
newly refreshed curriculum and the changes to assessment and reporting requirements.  
Note that Friday 12th June (aka Field Days Friday) is NOT a teacher only day for Goodwood School this 
year. 
 
Families can use Friday 29th May to create a four day Kings Birthday Weekend. To support families who are 
not making this an extra long weekend we WILL have childcare available at school from 7.30 am - 5.45 pm 
on Friday 29th May. 
 

Photolife Class & Individual Photos Tuesday 19 May 

Photolife Studios photographers will be at school on Tuesday 19th May to take class, individual and family 
photos. Sibling photo flyers should come home in the next day or so, could you please return to the office if 
you require them.  Pre-schoolers and older siblings can be included, these are usually taken between 8.30 -  
9.00 am.   

Before and after school supervision of explorers 
Keeping our explorers safe is a critical part of our work. This means ensuring that they are supervised and 
cared for when on site. Explorers are welcome at school from 8.15 am when classrooms and playgrounds 
are open. Before 8.15 am they must be at before school care. 
Similarly, after school, explorers must be either in after school care or directly supervised by you. With winter 
sports practices kicking off - this is especially important. Explorers must be supervised by their coaches - 
siblings of players must be in after school care while coaches are busy. This is free of charge during sports 
practices for children of our parent volunteer coaches - please contact Caitlin in the office if you require this 
service. 
 

 

 

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/maths-practice


 

 
 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 
 

Friday 12th March Saturday 13th March 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm - 8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

 

Good News Goodwood 

 

Thank you to Mrs Smith and our house captains for 
representing us with mana at last week’s ANZAC Day 
Civic Ceremony. As always it was a poignant ceremony 
with many thought provoking speeches - including by 
Goodwood Dad, and RSA President, Graham Johns.   

We acknowledge all of those who have served, and 
continue to serve, our nation. Including those who did not 
return.  

Lest we forget. 

 

 



 

 
 

Last week David and Marsha joined an 
educational tour of Melbourne schools with Liz 
Kane Literacy. 

So many powerful takeaways and alignment 
with Goodwood — high expectations and low 
variance ensuring every child, in every class, 
has the opportunity to make progress. 

Calm, predictable classrooms, paired with 
structured, content-rich approaches, are clearly 
making a difference. 

A standout message was the importance of 
teachers with deep curriculum knowledge 
working collaboratively to deliver consistent, 
high-quality learning experiences. 

Also appreciated the thought-provoking 
seminar with Nathaniel Swain — 
understanding and implementing the science 
of learning. 

Thank you for the invitation, Liz Kane Literacy. 
The support from your team is truly valued at 
Goodwood. 

Thank you to the Goodwood team who work 
together to ensure quality teaching and 
learning happens every day for your explorer. 

 

 

 

Camp Raglan 
 

Thank you to our wonderful adult helpers and 
teachers - it is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you to the wonderful team from Karapiro 
Charters & Tours for getting us there and back 
safely. We also appreciate our minibus 
sponsors - having the van at camp makes 
everything easier and safer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/karapirocharters?__cft__[0]=AZbXVMB14hfkHgyEmeuFawMERNYfdupvF5bTuta0UCwPvlbFSPDoQI1KsqEqOusEvrd5i1QHdE_ETDcTZ6JAl01BdFhyInbYdFSI24j0mNlSJ86PO1UFslPH4BbHxzQjMfa_tq0EFCAC_5E7vxEtQl2X&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/karapirocharters?__cft__[0]=AZbXVMB14hfkHgyEmeuFawMERNYfdupvF5bTuta0UCwPvlbFSPDoQI1KsqEqOusEvrd5i1QHdE_ETDcTZ6JAl01BdFhyInbYdFSI24j0mNlSJ86PO1UFslPH4BbHxzQjMfa_tq0EFCAC_5E7vxEtQl2X&__tn__=-]K-R


 

 
 
 

Happy May birthday to:   
 Marley P, Eliana R, Noah B, Baxter B, Solomon B, Annaliese T, Lauren C, Johannes H, Henry McT, 
Amelia B, Matteo G, Izac B, Scarlett M, Malan V, Layla H, Rhett S, Jackson McH, Sophie F,  
Mieke VDW, Ava T, Oscar H, Jack C, Mckayla Y, Jonas M, Mila C, Cameron LR, Lemoera N, 
Imogen K, Braxton M, Alexander M, Jonte D, Pratham B, Samuel G, Porter S, Mabel W, Darcy V, 
Spencer N, Syrah S, Blake A and  Darcee L.  

 
School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar 
at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL CALENDAR and are also available on our 
school app for Android or Apple at present we have over 3000 
downloads. 
 
To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search 
Goodwood School. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
These glasses were handed into the office at the end of last term. 

 

 

http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
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​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Girl Guiding in Cambridge – Join the Fun!
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GirlGuiding NZ’s is for girls aged 5–17 who want 
to make friends, try new things, and have fun in a 
safe, supportive space.​ ​ ​
​ ​  

Our Cambridge units are welcoming new 
members now.​​ ​ ​ ​
​  

When: Monday (Pippins and Brownies), Tuesday 
(Rangers) and Thursday (Guides)​ Where: 
Cambridge Guide Hall 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

website: www.girlguidesnz.org.nz to register 
interest or email michellegirlguide@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 
Come and discover the adventure of GirlGuiding!  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
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