
 

 
 

 
 

Term rua Wiki whitu​   ​ ​ ​ Thursday 4 June ​  ​ ​ ​ Number 09/26 
In this newsletter… 
 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Reporting to Parents and Learning Conferences 
2026 School and Activities Donations 
We own a Double Decker Bus! 
Sausage Sizzle - Help Needed 
125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Good News Goodwood 
Happy June birthday to: 
School App - have you downloaded? 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Wed 3rd - Fri 5th June  Liz Kane Literacy PLD Course Hosted at Goodwood 

Friday 9th June Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Sunday 21st June Battle of the Schools Track Cycling Racing 

Monday 29 June Midyear reports emailed home  

Tuesday 30 June Parent / caregiver and teacher  
 

 



 

 
 

When What Who, Where, Details 

Wednesday 1 July conferences 

Friday 3rd July  Last day of term 2 3pm Finish 

Monday 20th July First day of term 3  

Wednesday 22 July Matariki Breakfast From 6.30 am 

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date.  
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  
 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Mā te pohewa, mā te auaha hoki, ka whakapuaki, ngā taonga e huna ana. 

Through imagination and through creativity, the hidden treasures will be revealed  

At this time of the year we are so excited to see the ongoing learning progress of our explorers across the 
curriculum. 
 
Our whole class novel studies are an excellent example of this. There is nothing quite like the magic of 
a novel. In this world of fast format, click and scroll content - it is a wonderful experience to slowly turn the 
pages of a gripping adventure with each chapter leaving you eager for more. 
 
Our year 5 and 6 explorers are delving back in history to help children in Victorian Melbourne 
solve complex tasks and puzzles to save their family’s business and even their lives in ‘The Grandest 
Bookshop.’ Year 3 and 4 explorers are on a tense journey in the USA as a silver back gorilla tries to 
find freedom for his friends. Their novel is ‘The One and Only Ivan.’ 
Novel studies are complemented by a wide range of non fiction and fiction texts including rich New 
Zealand content. 
 
A core part of our learning philosophy is that ALL explorers get to see the curriculum at least at 
their year level. That way they can all extend and share their thoughts and beliefs about complex and 
challenging concepts (and accelerate their progress in reading.) We believe that access to rich 
literature is a child’s right and work hard to make sure that everyone can have that access. 
 
Accommodations are made in terms of support not content. Note that ALL explorers use tracking 
rulers - this is very inclusive for those who need them and helps teachers monitor where each explorer 
is at. For some explorers, chapters are previewed and everyone unpacks the vocabulary that is likely 
to present the most challenge (and rich discussion!). There is a balance of teacher reading, explorers 
reading and reading as a group. 
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Such work is cognitively demanding and requires a calm and dignified learning environment. That also 
is every child’s right. Just as we scaffold learning for all explorers - we scaffold behaviour support as 
needed. Expectations are achievable, clear and consistent. There are ample breaks for movement, 
friendship and play (including clubs). 
The rewards are huge, for all explorers. Literate and numerate learners who can think critically and 
match their behaviour to the expectations of different situations are all set to thrive. This includes at 
Goodwood, at subsequent schools, in our community and beyond. 
 
It is an exciting time to see our explorers thriving. 
 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend (hope that you find a good book!). 

David and your Goodwood Team 

Reporting to Parents and Learning Conferences 

There have been some significant changes in mandated reporting requirements over the past three years. The 
chart below gives a quick summary of what these changes mean in terms of how we report achievement against the 
curriculum. These changes are consistent for all schools across the country. 

2007 - 2024 - reporting was against 
8 NZC levels 

2025 - reporting was at Year level 
against 4 progress descriptors 2026 - Reports will be Year level 

against 5 progress descriptors. 

  

 

From 2026 for mid-year reports the descriptors 
Consolidating, Proficient and Exceeding indicate your 
explorer is meeting expectations. 
At the end of year Proficient and Exceeding ratings are 
needed to indicate your explorer is meeting 
expectations. 
The expectations are demanding and are increasingly so 
for each year level of the curriculum.  
These progress descriptors are compulsory for all 
schools and report achievement against your child’s 
year level. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

RIGHT:  
Here  is an example of how your child’s achievement will 
be reported to you for MATHS / PANGARAU.  
 
The explorer in this example is on track to meet end of 
year expectations for number, algebra and geometry for 
their year group. They are already at end of year 
expectations for measurement and statistics for their 
year level 
 
Similar graphs will be provided for READING / PANUI 
and WRITING / TUHITUHI  

RIGHT: 
There is also a new graph, consistent across schools, for 
us to show progress over time. As this is the very first 
time we have been introduced to the 2026 progress 
descriptors there is currently no ability for us to show 
progress over time against this metric. 
This graph will obviously be added to for explorers in 
subsequent years - subject to further changes from the 
Ministry of Education.  

Parent Teacher Conferences. 
Your explorer’s teacher will be available to meet with you on Tuesday 30th June or Wednesday 1st July to discuss 
their report which will have been sent home the week prior. 
Traditionally your explorer attends these conferences with you to share their learning. As we work together to unpack 
these new reporting formats - it is not expected that explorers will attend these meetings this year - this will allow 
further time for us to explain reports and your explorer’s progress in further detail. 
Teachers will have explorers’ books available at the conferences and you are welcome to pop in any time from 8.15 
am daily for your explorer to share their learning with you.  

2026 School and Activities Donations 
In term two we ask for our annual school donation. This is an essential source of income to ensure that our 
school can provide our explorers with the resources and support that they need.  Your donation will help 
provide support and resources for all explorers. Our 2026 school donation is set at $120 per child or $220 
for two children or $300 per family. This will be included on your accounts and would be greatly appreciated. 
 
The activities donation covers trips and performances that your explorer/s take part in. Instead of asking for 
$15 for a trip and then $5 for a show, and then $8 for a performer visiting the school…etc… We will invoice 
you an amount based on the planned and anticipated events for the year. Any excess will be used 
towards an end of year activity.  We are transparent in these amounts and a spreadsheet of amounts 
spent on each event/trip will be itemised for viewing at any time.  
 

 



 

 
 
The activities donation will cover events over the year including - Swim Carnival, John Parsons, Ag Day 
activities, Book Week and Maths Week activities and a class/team trip or end of year activity. The amount 
will be $65 per child. 
 

Statements for families were emailed last week.  Payment can be made at the school office via cash or 
eftpos, or online to: Goodwood School Board 12-3268-0090127-00. 

We own a Double Decker Bus! 
Due to ongoing roll growth we need another classroom.  
We explored the option of adding an extra classroom with the Ministry of Education.  
Costs are currently prohibitive and there are further logistical challenges. 
So we have opened our newest classrooms of amazing five year old explorers in the library and we have 
purchased this wonderful 1976 Double Decker Bus! This will be our new library space. 
With your help we can turn this into a truly unique learning space that explorers will enjoy for years to come! 
We are reaching out for volunteers to help with tasks, businesses who may have some practical skills and 
those who may want to sponsor the bus. All of the details can be found here. 
The pics below feature the ‘after’ images of our bus following planned renovations. 
We are excited to have secured a naming rights sponsor, NINE silver sponsors and a number of bronze 
sponsors - sponsor space on the bus is filling up! THANK YOU for the many offers of practical support - we 
appreciate our wonderful community. Mr Keane is raring to go! 
 

  

 

Sausage Sizzle - Help Needed 
We still have a few gaps to fill in our sausage sizzle roster for the rest of this term.  If you are able to help 
please pop your name on this ROSTER. Thank you to all our volunteers! 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/116x7Zx9jGFTgE8ByZir13LhMX9yMNlLSlAvkrNZQ4fw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17h2870XrtNgR-1yhDqNjes2Dxb34E1YPJnju9V9_NAo/edit?usp=sharing


 

 
 
 

 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 
 

Friday 12th March 2027 Saturday 13th March 2027 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm-8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic / Live Music 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

Our next Jubilee Committee Meeting is next Monday 8th June at 5.30 pm in the staffroom - come 
along and help to make history. 

Good News Goodwood 
Our house captains and deputies took a step in 
their leadership journey by attending the National 
Young Leaders day (NYLD). 

Thank you Mrs Alton for supporting our explorers to 
attend. 

The day was made up of listening to inspiring 
people in the field of author/publishing, 
conservation, change making and arts. 

There was even dancing and a live band. 

One of the many highlights was listening to William 
Pike. William has been a feature in our reading text 
this year - so was awesome to hear him tell his 
story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Quite a science theme last week as our Year 5 and 6 
explorers continue with rocket launches as part of their 
Wonder Project rocket studies. 

Our explorers are covering a range of concepts including: 

Engineering design process 

Variables 

Forces of flight - thrust, weight, drag, lift 

Newton’s Laws of Motion 

Aerodynamics - how air moves around the rocket 

Understanding the basics of how to launch a rocket 

Societal benefits of rocket and space exploration 

Understanding safety rules and plan risk management 

Nothing quite beats the excitement of launching! 

Thank you for your support last Friday as our team 
worked through some of the extensive curriculum, 
assessment and reporting changes that have been 
released as recently as this month. Our teachers 
are such committed and dedicated professionals 
and want to do the absolute best for our explorers. 
Teacher only day gave us the time together at a 
critical part of the year as we approach midyear 
reporting. We will be open for the required number 
of days this year so may finish a day or two later in 
December than some other kura.  

 

 Happy June birthday to:   
James N, Alex W, Lola D, Charlie D, William P, Keana T, Aubrey W, Madi R, Ava R, Connor B,  
Belle C, Aubrey W, George F, Kyle M, Grant P, George N, Ollie K, Danielle M, Corbin W, Indie A,  
Quinn E, Olive D, Molly D, Silas D, Arlo J, Sophie R, Ellie O, Finn B-D, Leo H, Nixon W, Louis W, 
Frankie McC, Harper P and Ollie G. 
 

 

School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL 
CALENDAR and are also available on our school app for Android or Apple at present we 
have over 3000 downloads. 
 

To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search Goodwood School. 
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