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Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Friday 7th August Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Wed 12th - Fri 14th Aug Liz Kane Literacy Course Many teachers visiting GWD 

Friday 28th August Kapa Haka Festival  Don Rowlands Centre, Karāpiro 

Friday 4th September Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Friday 11th September Goodwood Cross Country At school. Details to follow 

Mon 14th - Fri 18th Sept  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori  

Friday 18th September Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Wednesday 23rd Sept. Interschool Cross Country Selected 8 - 11 year olds. Held 
at Lake Karāpiro Domain 

Thursday 24th Sept. Celebration at lake Te Kō Utu 7.00 am start, All Welcome 

Friday 25th Sept. Last day of Term 3 3pm Finish 

Monday 12th October First day of Term 4  

Wed 21st October Agricultural Day At Goodwood 

Fri 23rd October Agricultural Group Day At Te Miro School  

Tuesday 15th Dec Last Day for School for 2026 12 noon finish. 

Tuesday 2nd Feb First Day for 2027  

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date 
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  

 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 

 
 
 
 
Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
"Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe me he maunga teitei"  

"Mā te pā te tamaiti e whakatipu" 
It takes a village to raise a child 
 
Behaviour in schools has certainly hit the political headlines this week! 
 
Data confirms that student behaviour is challenging for schools. New Zealand classrooms are ranked as 
amongst the most disrupted in the OECD, with the trend worsening. 
 
The reasons behind this are many and varied. Our explorers are growing up in a world of increased 
complexity with a notable increase in the range and number of diagnosed neurological divergences. 
 
Media and social media portrayal of poor behaviour is increasingly commonplace. Much of the media 
consumed (and created) by young people has questionable values that may not align with those of our 
school and your family. 
 
Schools, and families, play an important role in pushing back against these trends. At Goodwood we believe 
that positive behaviours need to be explicitly taught, reinforced and celebrated. We also believe that to 
achieve this we need to share specific examples and non examples of good behaviour and consistently 
apply clear and reasonable sanctions when mistakes are made. 
 
We rely on your support to do this. When we reach out, your help is critical. You can be assured that we 
have weighed up all perspectives in a situation. We have also balanced the rights and responsibilities of all 
involved, including the rights of all explorers (and staff) to be safe at school. Explorers, as are we all, are 
heavily influenced by their perspective of a situation. When emotions are running high it can be difficult to 
see, and appreciate an event from another’s point of view. 
 
We can also help by monitoring and managing our explorers’ access to media and social media content. We 
are unrelenting in strictly adhering to age restrictions for media and social media content. We are watching 
the impact of total social media bans for under 16’s that are being implemented in overseas jurisdictions. 
 
Managing the behaviour of dysregulated young children while simultaneously ensuring everyone's rights 
under legislation such as the Education Act, Health and Safety Act and Children’s Rights Conventions is 

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news/350463173/new-zealand-s-classroom-behaviour-worst-in-the-oecd-ero-report
https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news/350463173/new-zealand-s-classroom-behaviour-worst-in-the-oecd-ero-report


 

 

 
 
challenging and skilful work. It is also essential work. It is work that is only possible with your support of our 
team. 
 
It is one of our oldest adages but it truly does take a village to raise a child!. 
 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend  

David and your Goodwood Team 

Attendance Update 

Our attendance rate has dropped below the Ministry of Education's target of 80% of explorers attending regularly (ie 
at least 90% of the time).  
Winter illnesses are starting to appear making it even more critical that explorers are at school every day that they 
are well. Every day matters and there is a direct correlation between attendance and achievement.  

 

 
Goodwood School 2026 Educational Excellence Award Winners 

Last term we were excited to win the 2026 Education Excellence Award (Large 
Primary School). Over the next few newsletters we will share some of the reasons 
why the judging panel selected our school as the winner of this prestigious award!   

 

 



 

 

 
 
High expectations and high levels of 
achievement  
As described in the last newsletter our team has 
been working very hard on curriculum 
development for the past few years.  
Our explorers’ assessment data shows the 
results of this hard work.  
The graphs to the right show the distribution of 
our PAT results for Reading Vocabulary (top right) 
and Mathematics (bottom right). 
PAT is a nationally normed assessment - and a 
bell curve is generally expected . Our explorers 
results are heavily weighted to the higher 
stanines. For example, nationally, 23% of 
students are expected to score in the top three 
stanines for Reading Vocabulary - 63% of 
Goodwood explorers achieved at this level 
Nationally, 23% of students are also expected to 
score in the top three stanines for Mathematics - 
65% of Goodwood explorers achieved at this 
level (see brackets for national rates). 
Conversely 23% of students are expected to 
score in the lowest three stanines - at Goodwood 
only 2% of explorers scored these stanines in 
maths and reading vocabulary. 
These results strongly endorse the approaches 
we are implementing and are a credit to our 
hardworking team. Alongside other results, they 
give us confidence in our approaches.  

 

Keeping Ourselves Safe - wiki rua and toru 
We would like to thank Constable Kathryn (Kat) Payne for her work over the past two weeks helping to 
teach our Keeping Ourselves Safe programme. As shared in previous newsletters the programme has 
covered… 
 

●​ teaching explorers a range of safe practices that they can use when interacting with other people, 
both online and face to face 

●​ teaching explorers how to recognise the difference between healthy and unhealthy relationships, and 
encourage explorers who have been or are being abused to seek help 

●​ preventing abuse by making parents and teachers more aware of their responsibilities to help 
students avoid abuse. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Thank you to those parents and caregivers who came along to the parent information meeting. Once again -  
- all you need to know can be found here including a comprehensive FAQ section. 
 
Keeping Ourselves Safe is a vital part of schools’ health programmes. New Zealand has some of the worst 
child abuse statistcis in the world. 

 
●​ 1 in 5 young people disclosed being touched or made to do sexual things against their will. 

●​ 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are sexually abused before the age of 18.  

●​ The median age is 9. 

●​ 92% of sexual assaults are not reported. 

Keeping Ourselves Safe is a proactive programme designed to protect children and help to address these 
terrible statistics. Thank you to Constable Kat and to you for your support. As a result we know that our 
explorers are safer. 
 

 

  

 

 

https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/personal-and-community-advice/school-portal/resources/successful-relationships/info-parents-whanau
https://www.childmatters.org.nz/statistics/
https://www.childmatters.org.nz/statistics/


 

 

 
 
After School Care Payments 
Our out of school care programmes are increasingly important to support families with work and other 
commitments. We have just sent out current billing for use of the service. A number of families have 
considerable arrears. This presents difficulties, as the programme must remain self funding. Unpaid fees put 
pressure on costs. If cost is an issue you can apply for an MSD (OSCAR) subsidy 
 
Here is a link to  OSCAR Subsidy Information and how to apply. 
 

Ministry of Education - filming  
We had a great day with the Ministry of Education’s film crew producing a short movie that share our 
success in the NZ Excellence Awards. We will share the movie with you when it is released. 

125th Jubilee - Goodwood Cookbook…  
To ‘mark the moment’ of our 125th jubilee we would like to produce a Goodwood cookbook. 
  

We have many features locked in - including an iconic celebrity chef ‘donating’ a recipe. 
 

There is much more to come though… gathering recipes from whānau, marketing, photography, 
sponsorship… and for that we need a group of skilled people to make it happen. 
 

HERE is a form to register your interest and skills for being on the cookbook committee. 
 

We anticipate this project to be 6 - 9 months in length. There is a small remuneration available for specific 
technical roles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* image is indicative only - to capture attention. It is not reflective of theme or font. 

 

 

https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/products/a-z-benefits/oscar-subsidy.html
https://forms.gle/sG1CV2J7q8FmY1V96


 

 

 
 
Sausage Sizzle Roster Term toru/Term three 
Our Sausage Sizzle volunteers do a FANTASTIC job. Not only providing a yummy lunch treat for around 120 
explorers each Friday BUT also raising valuable funds to support our school. 
 
If you can help with - collecting orders, picking up supplies and / or cooking and serving, then please add 
your details to this spreadsheet HERE -  thank you! 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 
 

Friday 12th March 2027 Saturday 13th March 2027 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm-8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic / Live Music 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner with live music 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

Our next Jubilee Committee Meeting is next Monday 31st August at 5.30 pm in the staffroom - come 
along and help to make history. 

Kapa Haka koha 2026 
Kapa haka koha/donation is now being requested.  
We are thrilled to have such a large number of explorers taking part in Kapa Haka. Matua Rawiri is our tutor 
and to help cover the costs of his talent and support we do ask for a koha from all explorers. This also 
covers the cost of purchasing and maintaining over 130 uniforms and bus transport to a number of 
performances 
A koha of $60 per explorer allows us to maintain the programme at current levels. Invoices for Kapa haka 
have been out to families.  Please remember that any donations are optional.  
Payment of accounts can be made online: 
Goodwood School Board 12-3268-0090127-00, or by eftpos at the school office.   
 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17h2870XrtNgR-1yhDqNjes2Dxb34E1YPJnju9V9_NAo/edit?gid=1880046276#gid=1880046276


 

 

 
 
Good News Goodwood 

Clubs for this term are well underway... these 
are explorer led ideas and clubs. 

Clubs are an opportunity for explorers to share 
a skill, grow friendships and bring people 
together. 

Clubs roster can be found on the whiteboard 
outside the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU for your support as our teachers and support team 
spent last Friday with Kirsty from Liz Kane Literacy building our 
knowledge of teaching writing. The refreshed curriculum presents 
many opportunities alongside a marked increase in expectations. 
Time together to build our knowledge is invaluable as we work to 
ensure that every explorer can achieve at least at their year level.. 

Earlier last week a film crew spent the day with us to capture the high 
quality and consistent teaching practice evident at our school in 
every class, every day. This was an outcome of our NZ Educational 
Excellence Award and will allow us to share our story with others. 

We also welcomed visiting teachers who, along with our film crew, 
were excited to see our high levels of achievement and engagement. 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to these 3 explorers from 
Goodwood School who have made it into the U10 
girls McCartney Team (a very exclusive Football 
tournament, largest in Australasia).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LizKaneLiteracy?__cft__[0]=AZbIqVinoZR-Wij4_xL9WFV0sLBB33-fEyKi8aFyds3k96oEsLziF2VbP6g2jqpN1RMujgj6G_pKZXO_WbHqARyIRxczM4HBmjohheL8FPIzpZkCYQX9Ze2m4B-fp-MeBXi9kJ5nRj090bZwY2SR1fFg&__tn__=-]K-R


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Seb who represented Goodwood well 
at the National Schools’ Kartsport Champions held 
recently in Canterbury. 

Seb battled cold temperatures and hot racing to place a 
credible 4th place. 

Seb backed this up with a series win in Tokoroa at the 
Top Half Series! 

Well done Seb and team! 

Owen played in the U10 team representing New 
Zealand, at Youth World Soccer Challenge  
 
There were 36 countries competing in the U10. 
From the groups stage New Zealand U10s 
qualified for the Gold cup, the highest level, and 
from here they placed 12th overall. Out of 36 
countries that’s pretty amazing! 
The boys played countries like Brazil (twice), 
Italy, Chile, Panama, Ecuador, Mexico and 
Sweden. 
 
It was very hot but Owen played hard, fast and 
gave it his all in every game.   

 

 

Happy August birthday to:   
Kwanjira E, Connor O, Carter R, Charles W, Anouk M, Delilah W, Viktor S, Geordie S, Georgia B, 
Indie R, Hendrik W, April L, Nash B, Mac S, Scarlett D-G, Cooper M, Madeleine V, Annabel VdPC, 
Navy H, Candacey W, Georgia H, Charlie C, Theodore B, Arlo F-L, Braxton B, Mary H, Harper S, 

Marcus B, Sienna G, Amalie B, Ollie H, Zhavia H, Isla M, Harry P 

 

 



 

 

 
 

School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL 
CALENDAR and are also available on our school app for Android or Apple at present 
we have over 3000 downloads. 
 

To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search Goodwood 
School. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lambs for Agricultural Day  

or Pet Lambs 
 

 

We are reaching out to the wider community again this year 
regarding AG or Pet Lambs, we gained a lot of support from the 
local community and would love to offer lambs again this year.  

 
We also have set a Facebook page 

Tauwhare Farm Lambs for anyone interested to follow us. 
 

We are a Sheep Milking Farm located Tauwhare Road Hamilton. 
 

We have Zealandia/Suffolk cross 2 day old rams and ewe lambs 
to gift from 18th July- 4th August and then will have the late ewes 

lambing as they become available. 
 

Lambs stay on mum for 2 days, collection is 2pm daily, we will 
advise you on days to collect. 

 
If anyone is interested in lambs please either leave a message 

on our Facebook page or send Ange Watt a message on  
0272 222 032 and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

 
Goodwood School’s Ag day is on Wednesday 21st October

​  ​  
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