
 

 
 

 
 
Term tahi Whā ono​   ​ ​ Thursday 12 March     ​ ​ ​  Number 04/26 
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Attendance Update 
Using the playground before and after school 
John Parson’s Parent Evening 
Little Heart Day 
Little Heart Day is fast approaching -  next Friday 20 March. This is a charity that Goodwood School 
supports. We have explorers and whānau who benefit from the wonderful support of Heart Kids NZ. We will 
be collecting a koha for Little Heart day, if you would like to contribute. We will have Jump Jam on the field 
led by the House Leaders and our sausage sizzle proceeds that day will be donated to Heart Kids. Join us 
by wearing a red shirt on Friday 20 March. 
Year 5 and 6 - Tūī Ridge camp - wiki iwa 
Battle of the Schools is back 
Parking, drop offs and pick ups… 
Carpool Request 
Iceblocks for sale every Friday 
Did you know? 
Good News Goodwood 
Happy March birthday to: 
School App - have you downloaded? 

 

 



 

 
 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Thursday 19 March Interschool Swimming Selected swimming team  
St Peters Private School 

Friday 20 March Little Heart Day Wear red. Details below. 

Wednesday 25 March John Parsons Internet 
Safety sessions 

For explorers & staff. Parent / 
caregiver evening 7pm in hall. 

Monday 30 March - 
Wednesday 1 April 

Year 5 and 6 Camp Tūī Ridge, Rotorua 

Thursday 2 April Last day of Term One Friday is Good Friday Holiday 

Monday 20 April First day of Term Two  

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  

 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Kia hora te marino, kia whakapapa pounamu te moana, Kia tere te karohirohi. 
May peace be widespread, may the sea glimmer like greenstone & may the shimmering light guide your way. 
 
Thank you for the feedback on my column in our last newsletter. It is good to know that our approaches are 
backed. That you want your explorers to learn in a calm and dignified environment where each explorer has 
the opportunity to be safe and to learn without ongoing interruptions. Our overall curriculum progress is 
nothing short of remarkable. I receive constant feedback about how impressed you are with the rapid 
development of your explorer’s knowledge and skills. Our clear observations are that these approaches 
benefit ALL explorers and in particular those who need to make accelerated progress and / or those 
explorers who may be neurodivergent.  
Our calm and dignified environments are also greatly appreciated by our teaching team. They are skilled 
practitioners who want to spend the bulk of their day teaching and helping explorers to make at least a 
year’s progress every year. Interruptions to learning can have a detrimental effect on the learning 
experience for everyone and make teaching a MUCH harder job. 
Our expectations for learning and behaviour are reasonable, achievable and clear. They are consistent, 
clearly forecast and positively reinforced. Sanctions, when required, are fair and focused on resetting 
behaviour that is negatively impacting others. Due to the excellent progress of our explorers, they are able 
to access learning at their year level and are therefore, far less likely to veer off task and to distract others. 
While we have high expectations for learning time, we have also structured our day to have regular 
movement breaks and time for creative and independent activities. We also have three lunch / playtime / 
snack breaks throughout the day. These are wonderful opportunities for fun and connection in our park-like 
grounds. A real feature of our lunch break is our explorer led clubs programme. This term, explorers can 
select from a wide range of clubs including Jump Jam, bey-blades, Lego®, drawing, gymnastics, dodgeball, 
 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 
Yu-Gi-Oh, Loom Bands®, RC cars, Taylor Swift, open mic and guitar to name just a few!! Clubs are 
promoted through our 9am notices every day and this term’s programme is included here. 
 
We know that this is a great balance that supports our vision to empower caring, connected, curious (and 
capable explorers) who will make a difference. Thank you, as always, your support is critical to our success. 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend. 

David and your Goodwood Team 

Help Make History! Goodwood School 
125th Jubilee 2027 
Next year on Friday 12 March and Saturday 13th March 2027 
Goodwood School will mark 125 years of providing high quality education 
in the Fencourt / Cambridge North area. Let’s celebrate. A team has 
started the planning. If you would like to join this committee our next 
meeting is Monday 20 April at 5.30pm..​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 Express you interest to be part of the committee here​ ​ ​        
(please share this with others in our community who may be interested)           (Attendance was even good in 1934) 
 

Attendance Update 
Currently 83.5% of our explorers are meeting the Government’s attendance target of attending school 
90%+ of the time. As mandated we have implemented an Attendance Management Plan This requires us 
to contact you when your explorer is at risk of not meeting the 90% attendance threshold. We 
acknowledge that illnesses and family circumstances  will have an impact on attendance. We are still 
required to let you know when your explorer’s attendance drops below any of the Ministry’s 
benchmark levels.  We encourage you to reach out if you require support with attendance. 

 

Using the playground before and after school 
We are grateful to have a wonderful junior playground proudly supported by Jesani Health Enterprises and 
our many other sponsors. 
We are pleased that the playground is used so extensively after school and during weekends. 
We need your help to keep everyone safe during these times 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W8K-JB7FPV6QOstJ5WL33U_s_noENV2_c0pVcNrP5QM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJX1tpsOmJyQt-u3IXG-NQ96-v4CjRu7fsqH4k1xUbTr5G8w/viewform?usp=header
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JusPWOzaPmsLY14FAnl9hV_2N0bhe0Tl/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 

1)​ Explorers using the playground after school MUST be actively supervised by an adult. 
2)​ Our same school rules apply after school including… 

*No running on the deck 
*Do not throw or flick sand 
*Do not climb up the outside of the slides 
*Do not hang sweatshirts or skipping ropes from the structure - they are a choking hazard 

3)​ We have over 80 explorers at after school care - it is helpful if the playground is clear and 
available from 3.30 pm for after school care programme use. 

4)​ Please be aware that there are often after school meetings in the classrooms around the playground. 
It is appreciated if explorers stay clear of these spaces. 

Recently, the behaviour of some of our explorers and preschoolers who are using the playground after 
school has been outside our school values. There have also been examples of dangerous actions. 
We want to keep the playground available for after school play but need your help to ensure this can 
happen. 
Weekend use of our playground is welcomed. 

John Parson’s Parent Evening 
 

Child internet safety expert John Parsons will be 
presenting at Goodwood at 7 pm on Wednesday 
25 March.  (This presentation is free of charge). 
 

 Included in John’s workshop for Parents/Guardians… 
 

-​ Identifying the specific challenges children 
face online  

-​ Informing parents and giving you the tools to 
support your children in how to use ICT safely 
and ethically at  home and at school  

-​ Guidance on behaviour management 
processes for parents in the practical 
situations you will face  

-​ Advice for how to manage when things go 
wrong - and things WILL go wrong 

-​ Empowering parents to take responsibility for 
safeguarding your children 

-​ Refusing to let other parents, parent YOUR 
child.  

-​ Follow John on Facebook and watch here 
for his most recent videos on Cyber Safety. 
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Little Heart Day 

Little Heart Day is fast approaching -  next Friday 20 March. This 
is a charity that Goodwood School supports. We have explorers 
and whānau who benefit from the wonderful support of Heart Kids 
NZ. We will be collecting a koha for Little Heart day, if you would 
like to contribute. We will have Jump Jam on the field led by the 
House Leaders and our sausage sizzle proceeds that day will be 
donated to Heart Kids. Join us by wearing a red shirt on Friday 20 
March. 
To make a $3 donation RIGHT NOW - Text GEORGE to 2427. 
George is a Goodwood explorer and does a great job as an 
ambassador for Heart Kids NZ. 
 
Or donate to our Goodwood page here 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 - Tūī Ridge camp - wiki iwa 
All year 5 and 6 explorers will be attending camp together at Tūi Ridge (Rotorua) in the last week of this 
term (Monday 30 March - Wednesday 1 April). 
A newsletter has been sent home with all of the details. 
Year 3 and 4 camp at Raglan will be held in May. Details are on our school calendar. 
 
 

Battle of the Schools is back 
 
Registrations are now open for Battle of the Schools 2026 at the Grassroots Trust Velodrome in Cambridge. 
We are excited to welcome schools back for another year of fun racing, teamwork, and track cycling. 
  
Battle of the Schools is a team challenge open to students in school years 5 to 13. Riders form teams of 
three to four and take part in a six week training block before race day. The programme is suitable for both 
brand new riders and experienced cyclists, with four categories designed to suit all levels. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://littleheartday.org.nz/goodwood-school
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Key event details 
  
• School years 5 to 13 (participants must be at least 135 cm tall)  
• Teams of 3 to 4 riders  
• Six-week training block starting Sunday 10th May, with one track session per week  
• Race Day on Saturday 20 June  
• Four categories to suit all ability levels  
• Bike and helmet included  
• A fun race day atmosphere with food trucks, spot prizes, face painting and more 
  
Register Here Registrations close Friday 24th April. 

Parking, drop offs and pick ups… 
As our school grows we need to work together to safely manage parking drop offs and pick ups. 
Here are our top tips. 
 

1)​ Car pool where you can, are there other Goodwood families near you who could share a ride? 
2)​ Morning kiss and drop has a strict two minute limit - this helps to turn around a lot of cars! 
3)​ The BEST time for afternoon pick up is 3.10 pm. The first wave of pick ups has happened and lots 

of spaces are freed up. 
4)​ If you do arrive at 3pm please leave straight away to free up your parking space. If you want to 

stay and play or catch up then 3.10 pm is the best time to arrive. 
5)​ Please use the pedestrian crossings, roll model this behaviour to your explorer. 
6)​ If crossing Fencourt Road take extreme care and keep your explorers close 

Carpool Request 
 
Are you able to help pick up a year 4 explorer in the mornings between 8.00 am and 8.15 am? If you are 
driving past Thornton Road in the mornings and able to pick up a year 4 (who will be dressed and ready to 
go!) Please contact the office and we will pass on your details. 

Iceblocks for sale every Friday 
 
What: Iceblocks for sale under shadesails by playground  
When: Friday at 3pm (including tomorrow). 
Cost: $2 - cash sales only 
Flavour: Lemonade  
 

 

 

https://www.velodrome.nz/battle-of-the-schools/


 

 
 

Did you know?  
1.​ Next year is our 125th Jubilee! 
2.​ Our school opened on February 4th 1902  
3.​ The starting roll was 23 pupils under Miss Blanche E. Carnachan. 
4.​ Our jubilee is scheduled for March 12 and 13th 2027 
5.​ You can join the organising committee by clicking here 

Good News Goodwood 

What a GREAT day of fun, sun, swimming and 
connection at the Cambridge Pools! Our explorers 
excelled - giving their best to a range of competitive 
events, fun activities and water safety sessions. A 
HUGE thank you to our talented teaching team for 
their hard work. Thanks also to Roger and the whole 
team of lifeguards and pool staff. We appreciate our 
amazing parent helpers - whether judging or in the 
pool or at the BBQ. Congratulations to the parent 
relay team - ALMOST making up a whole length 
head start but pipped on the line by Ascot! Well done 
to our competitive swimmers and good luck at the 
interschool champs - full results in our next 
newsletter. All in all - a very successful day with the 
Goodwood GRIT of our explorers on full display - 
thank you to our hundreds of parent supporters who 
came along to cheer us on - well done everyone! 

 

 

 

hello@yourlunchbo 

 

Lunchtime clubs are in full swing - and what an 
amazing range of choices. Clubs are not just fun 
activities to do each day at lunchtime… they are 
wonderful places to find friends who share similar 
interests! Thanks to club coordinator Mrs Butler, 
our explorer club leaders and everyone who gives 
a clubs a go! 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJX1tpsOmJyQt-u3IXG-NQ96-v4CjRu7fsqH4k1xUbTr5G8w/viewform?usp=header
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The teaching profession is so fortunate to have 
graduates that are of the calibre of Miss 
Charlton. 

Emma has worked alongside our team during 
her study and we are so thrilled to have her 
officially on the team. 

Miss Charlton is teaching alongside Mrs Hack 
with our youngest explorers in rūma Kea and 
Warou. 

This weekend Emma graduates and we know 
you will join us in wishing her a wonderful 
celebration. 

    

 

Happy March birthday to:   
Caleb R, Parker H, Cole H, Louis D, Chloe B, Zhi M, Nikau J, Sullivan E, Emily K, Luke V, 
Charlie W, Amelia P, Seb G, Sophia H, Poppy T, Hugo S, Kingsley E, Willa R, Noah C, Ollie R, 
Hozeia L, James E, Chloe W, Ruby T, Zach McD, Aara L, Taliah W and Lovato B. 
 

 
School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar 
at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL CALENDAR and are also available on our 
school app for Android or Apple at present we have over 3000 
downloads. 
 
To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search 
Goodwood School. 
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​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

Girl Guiding in Cambridge – Join the Fun!
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GirlGuiding NZ’s is for girls aged 5–17 who 
want to make friends, try new things, and have 
fun in a safe, supportive space.​ ​
​ ​ ​  

Our Cambridge units are welcoming new 
members now.​​ ​ ​ ​
​  

When: Monday (Pippins and Brownies), 
Tuesday (Rangers) and Thursday (Guides)​

Where: Cambridge Guide Hall 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

website: www.girlguidesnz.org.nz to register 
interest or email michellegirlguide@gmail.com 
for more information. 
 
Come and discover the adventure of GirlGuiding!  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
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