
 

 
 

 
 

Term rua Wiki iwa​   ​ ​ ​ Thursday 18 June ​  ​ ​ ​ Number 10/26 
In this newsletter… 
 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Reports and Learning Conferences 
David to Singapore 
125th Jubilee - Goodwood Cookbook… 
To ‘mark the moment’ of our 125th jubilee we would like to produce a Goodwood cookbook. 
Our attendance rate is falling! 
We own a Double Decker Bus! 
Class and Individual Photo Orders 
125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Good News Goodwood 
Happy June birthday to: 
School App - have you downloaded? 

Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Friday 19th June Whole School Assembly All Welcome: Dress in your 
Chiefs (or Hurricanes) colours 

Sunday 21st June Battle of the Schools Track Cycling Racing 

 

 



 

 
 

When What Who, Where, Details 

Wednesday 24th June Year 6 explorers to Cambridge 
Middle School to see Sponge Bob 
production 

 

Friday 26th June Dress in Yellow for Harold day! 
(postponed due to dress in Chief’s 
colours day! 

Optional - dress in yellow to 
show your support for Life 
Education! 

Monday 29th June Midyear reports emailed home  

Tuesday 30 June 
Wednesday 1 July 

Parent / caregiver and teacher 
conferences 

See below. A 1.45 pm finish is 
possible 

Friday 3rd July  Last day of term 2 3pm Finish 

Monday 20th July First day of term 3  

Wednesday 22 July Matariki Breakfast From 6.30 am 

Friday 31st July Teacher Only Day  

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date.  
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  
 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
"Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini." 

My success is not mine alone, but the strength of many. 

It was a day of celebration earlier this month when we received notification that Goodwood School is a 
finalist in the 2026 New Zealand Education Excellence Awards, in the School Leadership category! 
 
It has been a rigorous yet enjoyable examination of our practice as we have shared our story during the 
shortlisting process and, eventually, to a final panel of judges. Next week we have been invited to Wellington 
to hear the announcement of the winners, live, at a ceremony at Parliament. 
 
We acknowledge our fellow finalists, Gulf Harbour School and Manurewa Intermediate and are looking 
forward to connecting with all nominated schools across the various categories to share best practices. 
 
This accolade belongs to our team. 
One of the stand out features identified through the process was the high quality of our teachers. Also 
acknowledged was the generosity with which our team shares their expert knowledge with hundreds of 
colleagues, as we have hosted numerous Liz Kane Literacy three day structured literacy courses. Included 
in the three days of learning are opportunities to visit our classrooms to see theory in action. 
 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 
Leadership at our school comes in many forms.  
 
Our explorers lead with aroha and mana as they contribute to the wellbeing of everyone through initiatives 
such as our lunchtime clubs programme. As a school we have contributed leadership through our Kāhui Ako 
and various associations.  
 
Our Board and community also demonstrate leadership as they strive to provide the best of opportunities for 
our explorers and team. 
 
Like other kura, we work hard to lift achievement, promote wellbeing and make a positive difference for 
every explorer every day. Taking time out to celebrate excellence and highlight the excellent work that 
happens in our schools every single day - is a worthwhile exercise.  
We will keep you posted! . 
 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend Go the Chiefs! 

David and your Goodwood Team 

Reports and Learning Conferences 
Your explorer’s teacher will be available to meet with you on Tuesday 30th June or Wednesday 1st July to discuss 
their report which will have been sent home the week prior. 
Traditionally your explorer attends these conferences with you to share their learning. As we work together to unpack 
these new reporting formats - it is not expected that explorers will attend these meetings this year - this will allow 
further time for us to explain reports and your explorer’s progress in further detail. 
Teachers will have explorers’ books available at the conferences and you are welcome to pop in any time from 8.15 am 
daily for your explorer to share their learning with you.  
 
When: Tuesday 30 June 2pm - 6:30pm and Wednesday 1 July 2pm - 5:30pm. 
You are able to pick your explorer up between from 1:45pm on each day. We do ask that you leave with your explorer 
as we will be supervising explorers who are at school. It can be tricky for team and explorers if you stay for a play and 
chat. 
Explorers remaining at school will be supervised until 3pm, then usual end of day routines will follow. 
 
How do I book: 

Online bookings can be made at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use code:  jgyz2 
The office and your classroom teacher can also help with bookings. 
Bookings are now open. 
 

David to Singapore 
David is looking forward to joining with thirty other Waikato Principals on a trip to Singapore in the last week 
of this term. The itinerary includes visiting a range of leading Singaporean schools and meeting with school 
leaders and Ministry of Education officials.  
 

 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


 

 
 
The Singaporean system is often promoted by our government as an aspirational model of success. Watch 
for David’s report on his findings and how these may influence our future development.  In addition to the 
learnings from Singapore’s schools and officials, the opportunity to network with leaders of other Waikato 
schools is invaluable at this time of rapid curriculum and system change. The Waikato Principals’ 
Association acknowledges the generosity of its business partners (including a number of businesses 
associated with Goodwood families) in making this trip possible.  
While David is away overseas our school will enjoy the caring and capable leadership of Marsha and Lynda. 

125th Jubilee - Goodwood Cookbook…  
To ‘mark the moment’ of our 125th jubilee we would like to produce a Goodwood cookbook. 
  
We have many features locked in - including an iconic celebrity chef ‘donating’ a recipe. 
 
There is much more to come though… gathering recipes from whānau, marketing, photography, 
sponsorship… and for that we need a group of skilled people to make it happen. 
 
HERE is a form to register your interest and skills for being on the cookbook committee. 
 
We anticipate this project to be 6 - 9 months in length. There is a small remuneration available for specific 
technical roles. 

 
* image is indicative only - to capture attention. It is not reflective of theme or font. 

 

Our attendance rate is falling! 
After a strong start to the year  the number of explorers who are attending regularly (at least 90% of the 
time) is dropping. We are now just below our board’s target of 82% of explorers attending regularly. 

 

 

https://www.wpa.ac.nz/businesspartners/
https://forms.gle/sG1CV2J7q8FmY1V96


 

 
 

 
 
Our attendance data shows that close to 80 explorers are absent for the equivalent of at least one day 
per fortnight. With the increased demands of the curriculum, this places them at risk of not achieving at the 
necessary rate to be able to access subsequent years’ learning.  
 
We are often asked for ‘permission’ for ‘leave’ for explorers to go on overseas holidays during term time. We 
are unable to approve such leave and subsequent absences are required to be reported to the Ministry as 
‘unjustified.’ 
 
We are currently completing a range of essential midyear assessments. Explorers who are away on holiday 
over the next few weeks may miss these assessment opportunities. This will place them at a disadvantage. 
Everyday matters - please contact us if we can help. 

We own a Double Decker Bus! 
Due to ongoing roll growth we need another classroom.  
We explored the option of adding an extra classroom with the Ministry of Education.  
Costs are currently prohibitive and there are further logistical challenges. 
So we have opened our newest classrooms of amazing five year old explorers in the library and we have 
purchased this wonderful 1976 Double Decker Bus! This will be our new library space. 
Liz Kane Literacy is the proud naming rights sponsor and we have 15 Silver sponsors and 48 bronze 
sponsors we look forward to partnering with. 
With your help we can turn this into a truly unique learning space that explorers will enjoy for years to come! 
We are reaching out for volunteers to help with tasks, businesses who may have some practical skills and 
those who may want to sponsor the bus. All of the details can be found here. This opportunity closes 
tomorrow (Friday 19th June) 
The pics below feature the ‘after’ images of our bus following planned renovations. 
THANK YOU for the many offers of practical support - we appreciate our wonderful community. Mr Keane 
and the team are underway! 
 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/116x7Zx9jGFTgE8ByZir13LhMX9yMNlLSlAvkrNZQ4fw/edit?tab=t.0


 

 
 

Class and Individual Photo Orders 
Photolife prints are now ready to order online.  If you order before midnight Sunday 21st June you will 
qualify for free delivery to school.  You should have received your individual key code that your explorer 
brought home with instructions on how to purchase. If you do not have this please contact the school office. 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 
 

Friday 12th March 2027 Saturday 13th March 2027 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm-8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic / Live Music 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner with live music 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

Our next Jubilee Committee Meeting is next Monday 27th July at 5.30 pm in the staffroom - come 
along and help to make history. 

Good News Goodwood 

 

 

OUR buckets were filled to have Liz, Kirsty and 
Kristin from Liz Kane Literacy in our kura last 
week. Every day our team works to provide 
equity and excellence for all explorers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to our explorers’ basketball team who took on 
the teachers and WON with exceptional teamwork and skills!  

 
You may notice a few extra goalposts on the field! 
Earlier this year it was great to visit Melbourne to 
observe excellent teaching practices that are 
informing our next steps. 
 
We also brought back AFL (Aussie rules!) we play 
a modified non-tackling version and our explorers 
are really enjoying this action packed, fun sport. 
Every day we strive to ensure that their a wide 
range of fun and engaging break time activities to 
try. 
 

 

 Happy June birthday to:   
James N, Alex W, Lola D, Charlie D, William P, Keana T, Aubrey W, Madi R, Ava R, Connor B,  
Belle C, Aubrey W, George F, Kyle M, Grant P, George N, Ollie K, Danielle M, Corbin W, Indie A,  
Quinn E, Olive D, Molly D, Silas D, Arlo J, Sophie R, Ellie O, Finn B-D, Leo H, Nixon W, Louis W, 
Frankie McC, Harper P and Ollie G. 
 

 

School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL 
CALENDAR and are also available on our school app for Android or Apple at present we 
have over 3000 downloads. 
 

To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search Goodwood School. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lambs for Agricultural Day  

or Pet Lambs 
 

 

We are reaching out to the wider community again this year 
regarding AG or Pet Lambs, we gained a lot of support from the 
local community and would love to offer lambs again this year.  

 
We also have set a Facebook page 

Tauwhare Farm Lambs for anyone interested to follow us. 
 

We are a Sheep Milking Farm located Tauwhare Road Hamilton. 
 

We have Zealandia/Suffolk cross 2 day old rams and ewe lambs 
to gift from 18th July- 4th August and then will have the late ewes 

lambing as they become available. 
 

Lambs stay on mum for 2 days, collection is 2pm daily, we will 
advise you on days to collect. 

 
If anyone is interested in lambs please either leave a message 

on our Facebook page or send Ange Watt a message on  
0272 222 032 and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

 
Goodwood School’s Ag day is on Wednesday 21st October

​  ​ ​  
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