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Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Monday 27 April Public Holiday for ANZAC Day  

Monday 4 May - 
Tuesday 5 May 

Year 3 and 4 camp one Rūma Weka, Kotare and Kākāpō 

Tuesday 5 May - 
Wednesday 6 May 

Year 3 and 4 camp two Rūma Tūī and Rūma Korimako 

Friday 8th May Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Thu 14th - Fri 15th May Liz Kane Literacy PLD Hosted at Goodwood 

Friday 15th May Pink Shirt Day Wear Pink 

Friday 15th May Year 5 and 6 Winter Sports Day At Tom Voyle Park 

Wednesday 20th May Pre School Open Morning  9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Thursday 28th May Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Friday 29th May Teacher Only Day School closed  
Child care available 

Monday 1st June Kings Birthday Holiday School Closed 

Wed 3rd - Fri 5th June  Liz Kane Literacy PLD Hosted at Goodwood 

Friday 9th June Whole School Assembly All Welcome 

Monday 29 June Midyear reports emailed home  

Tuesday 30 June 
Wednesday 1 July 

Parent / caregiver and teacher 
conferences 

 

Friday 3rd July  Last day of term 2 3pm Finish 

Monday 20th July First day of term 3  

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  

 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 
 

Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
Mā te huruhuru ka rere te manu. - With feathers the bird flies. 

Success requires resources, preparation, and support systems to thrive. 
Welcome to Term Two! 
 
This will be an action packed eleven weeks of learning, progress, connection and fun! 
 
We continue to make significant progress towards our strategic goals and towards achieving the 
Government’s current priorities for education. 
 
We have adapted to the second major curriculum refreshment that has been implemented in the past 18 
months. Many, if not most, of the reforms align strongly with what has been in place at Goodwood for a 
number of years. 
 
These include… 

●​ A clear scope and sequence for our literacy and mathematics programmes. 
●​ High expectations for all explorers to make at least a year’s progress annually. 
●​ A rich and interesting core curriculum. 

 
We are working quickly to finalise assessment and reporting practices that include the ministry’s required 
components. These include newly released progress descriptors and mandated visual representations of 
progress over time. Due to effectively having had three different curricula over the past three years - this is 
taking some time and thought. We have a teacher only day scheduled in June to help complete this work. 
 
We are pleased to report that our rate of regular attendance exceeded the Ministry’s target. 85% of our 
explorers attended at least 90% of the time in term one. 124 of our explorers have attended 100% of the 
time to date this year! Maintaining high rates of attendance remains an important goal - and one that will 
directly impact learning progress. 
 
Our behaviour curriculum is also firmly in place and is resulting in calm and dignified classrooms and a safe 
and fun playground. Expectations are made clear. Logical and fair sanctions are consistently applied if 
needed. Everyone has the right to learn and to feel safe and everyone has the responsibility to ensure that 
this happens. 
 
Goodwood School continues as an important hub for teachers’ professional learning. This term we will host 
two further multi-day conferences with Liz Kane Literacy. This relationship brings great benefit to our school 
and ensures that our team receives world class training and development. 
 
Our vision is clear and we are proud of the progress of our explorers and team. We look forward to working 
with you to support our explorers' continued success. 
 
Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend. 

David and your Goodwood Team 
 

 



 

 
 

Goodwood School Attendance Update 
Currently 86% of our explorers are meeting the Government’s attendance target of attending school 
90%+ of the time. As mandated we have implemented an Attendance Management Plan This requires us 
to contact you when your explorer is at risk of not meeting the 90% attendance threshold. We 
acknowledge that illnesses and family circumstances  will have an impact on attendance. We are still 
required to let you know when your explorer’s attendance drops below any of the Ministry’s 
benchmark levels.  We encourage you to reach out if you require support with attendance. 
 

 

Board Update 
Kia Ora e te whanau and welcome back to Term 2. We hope you enjoyed your Easter break! Your school 
board met thrice last term, here is a quick recap of what we have been up to: 

-          Board members retained our existing board roles for the 2026 year. 

-         We had board representation as we accompanied our new teachers on a haerenga/journey around 
Cambridge to learn about Cambridge’s history and listen to the stories of local mana whenua. 

-         We finalised our Annual Plan, based on our key objective of ensuring that each student reaches their 
highest level of educational achievement. Our goals are student achievement, supporting our explorers, 
supporting our team and giving effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JusPWOzaPmsLY14FAnl9hV_2N0bhe0Tl/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 
-          The board discussed the population growth in Cambridge and resultant roll growth at Goodwood, and 

the impact of this on our physical spaces. 

-          Our 2026 Budget was finalised and approved. 

-        Discussion of Health & Safety and approved RAS (Risk Assessment and Safety Plans) for swimming 
sports and school camps. 

-         The board completed policy reviews on Alcohol & Harmful Substances, Sun Protection and Digital 
Technology. These can be found on School Docs if you are interested in reviewing them too. The board 
also implemented  a Firearms Policy for pest control purposes. 

-         At each board meeting we review our board member’s Code of Conduct to ensure we are acting with 
integrity and in line with our school’s culture, day to day. 

-          We reviewed our recent PAT data – as expected, these results reflected the high levels of achievement 
of our explorers when compared to national averages. 

-          We also  brainstormed ideas for supporting our most important asset – our kaiako/ teachers. Some 
exciting ideas were shared - watch this space! 

 Kat Rogers, April 2026 

Year 3 and 4 - Camp Raglan  
 
Year 3 and 4 camp at Raglan is scheduled for next week. All information has been sent home with final 
newsletter shared tomorrow. 
 

Camp One Monday 4th - Tuesday 5th May Rūma Weka, Kotare and Kākāpō 

Camp Two Tuesday 5th - Wednesday 6th May Rūma Tūī and Rūma Korimako 

 

Reporting to parents - mid-year 2026 
Written reports will be sent home on Monday 29th June providing information about your explorer’s 
achievement and progress over the first half of the year. This year’s reports will look significantly different as 
the Ministry implements consistent and required common components across all schools in the country. 

Key details of these common components include: 

●​ Progress Descriptors (Reading, Writing, Maths): Descriptive, consistent labels that highlight a 

student's current level of progress against curriculum expectations. 
 

 



 

 
 

●​ Visual Representation of Progress: A chart designed to show how a student is progressing over time, 

generated by the school's student management system (SMS). 

●​ General Narrative Teacher Comment: A comment that describes the student’s achievement across 

the core curriculum areas. 

●​ Attendance Record: A clear record of a student's attendance. 

The issuing of reports will be followed by parent and teacher conferences during the same week to discuss 

the report and to set future goals. 

Icecream lids and 1.5 ltr bottles (fizzy) 
We are looking for ice cream lids and 1.5 ltr empty plastic bottles (fizzy kind - empty labels removed and 
clean) for all our year 5 and 6 classes for some science work/models. Donations can be dropped off in 
Rūma Hihi - thank you. Needing ASAP. 

Wharepukapuka / Library update  
Due to the popularity of our school and ongoing building development in our area we are experiencing 
strong roll growth. Our roll today is 420 explorers. 
We are very limited by available classroom space. As such, our next intaking new entrant class will open in 
Rūma Hoiho (currently our school library). Our board is investigating how to add alternative space for our 
library. In the meantime our library will close and our collection of books will be boxed and distributed across 
our 19 classrooms. This will ensure that our explorers continue to have access to high quality reading 
material. We also strongly recommend the Cambridge Library to families - as an excellent source of books. 
The Ministry of Education has indicated that the opening of Cambridge West school will be needed prior to 
2030 and this will take roll pressure from all schools including Goodwood. 

 

 



 

 
 

Explorer led clubs - term two 

 

Ministry of Education - parent portal 
The Ministry of Education has developed a parent portal. The portal is designed to understand what your 
child is learning at school or kura, how they are progressing against the curriculum, and what you can do to 
support them at home. You can find the parent portal HERE. One of the features in the portal is maths 
practice for Year 3 - 8 (trial for 6 months) which can be found HERE. 

Upcoming Teacher Only day  
We have a teacher only day scheduled for Friday 29th May. This is the Friday before the King’s Birthday 
long weekend. This day is one of two provided by the Ministry of Education for schools to work on the 
newly refreshed curriculum and the changes to assessment and reporting requirements.  
Note that Friday 12th June (aka Field Days Friday) is NOT a teacher only day for Goodwood School this 
year. 
Families can use Friday 29th May to create a four day Kings Birthday Weekend. To support families who are 
not making this an extra long weekend we WILL have childcare available at school from 7.30 am - 5.45 pm 
on Friday 29th May. 

 

 

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/maths-practice


 

 
 

Parking, drop offs and pick ups… 
As our school grows we need to work together to safely manage parking drop offs and pick ups. 
Here are our top tips. 

1)​ Car pool where you can, are there other Goodwood families near you who could share a ride? 
2)​ Morning kiss and drop (outside hall) has a strict two minute limit - this helps to turn around a lot 

of cars! Drivers are to stay with their cars. 
3)​ The BEST time for afternoon pick up is 3.10 pm. The first wave of pick ups has happened and lots 

of spaces are freed up. 
4)​ If you do arrive at 3pm please leave straight away to free up your parking space. If you want to 

stay and play or catch up then 3.10 pm is the best time to arrive. 
5)​ Please use the pedestrian crossings, roll model this behaviour to your explorer. 
6)​ If crossing Fencourt Road take extreme care and keep your explorers close 

 

Using the playground before and after school 
We are grateful to have a wonderful junior playground proudly supported by Jesani Health Enterprises and 
our many other sponsors. 
We are pleased that the playground is used so extensively after school and during weekends. 
We need your help to keep everyone safe during these times 
 

1)​ Explorers using the playground after school MUST be actively supervised by an adult. 
2)​ Our same school rules apply after school including… 

*No running on the deck 
*Do not throw or flick sand 
*Do not climb up the outside of the slides 
*Do not hang sweatshirts or skipping ropes from the structure - they are a choking hazard 

3)​ We have over 80 explorers at after school care - it is helpful if the playground is clear and 
available from 3.30 pm for after school care programme use. 

4)​ Please be aware that there are often after school meetings in the classrooms around the playground. 
It is appreciated if explorers stay clear of these spaces. 

Recently, the behaviour of some of our explorers and preschoolers who are using the playground after 
school has been outside our school values. There have also been examples of dangerous actions. 
We want to keep the playground available for after school play but need your help to ensure this can 
happen. 
Weekend use of our playground is welcomed. 
 

Pool keys 
Please return all pool keys as the swimming season has now finished 

 

 



 

 
 

Caution: Silica packets in food 
We have had a couple of incidents of explorers ingesting silica gel packets that 
have been in packaged food. These are common in seaweed products, some 
crackers and beef jerky style products. They are generally non toxic - but do 
present a choking hazard and are labelled ‘do not eat.’ Please consider removing 
these from your child’s lunch before school and talk to them that they are not to 
be eaten. Some explorers have seen them as a lolly or a seasoning pouch.  

Sausage Sizzle Roster 
 
 
Our Sausage Sizzle volunteers do a FANTASTIC job. Not only providing a 
yummy lunch treat for around 120 explorers each Friday but also raising 
valuable funds to support our school 
If you can help with - collecting orders, picking up supplies and / or cooking and 
serving, then please add your details to this spreadsheet -  thank you! 

Matariki Breakfast 
Matariki occurs later in the year in 2026 with the public holiday falling in the July term break. As such our 
Matariki breakfast is a little bit later in the year and will be held from 6:30am - 8:45am on Wednesday 22nd 
July. Add this to your calendar - more details to follow. 

Photolife Class & Individual Photos Tuesday 19 May 

Photolife Studios photographers will be at school on Tuesday 19th May to take class, individual and family 
photos. Save the date and more information will follow. 

Before and after school supervision of explorers 
Keeping our explorers safe is a critical part of our work. This means ensuring that they are supervised and 
cared for when on site. Explorers are welcome at school from 8.15 am when classrooms and playgrounds 
are open. Before 8.15 am they must be at before school care. 
Similarly, after school, explorers must be either in after school care or directly supervised by you. With winter 
sports practices kicking off - this is especially important. Explorers must be supervised by their coaches - 
siblings of players must be in after school care while coaches are busy. This is free of charge during sports 
practices for children of our parent volunteer coaches - please contact Caitlin in the office if you require this 
service. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17h2870XrtNgR-1yhDqNjes2Dxb34E1YPJnju9V9_NAo/edit?gid=1255170662#gid=1255170662


 

 
 

Did you know?  
1.​ Next year is our 125th Jubilee! 
2.​ Our school opened on February 4th 1902  
3.​ The starting roll was 23 pupils under Miss Blanche E. Carnachan. 
4.​ Our jubilee is scheduled for March 12 and 13th 2027 
5.​ You can join the organising committee by clicking here 

Good News Goodwood 

Congratulations to Courtney and Emma who have graduated with their teaching degrees. 
They continue a proud tradition of outstanding beginning teachers who have started their 
career at Goodwood. We are so glad that you are part of our team! 

  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJX1tpsOmJyQt-u3IXG-NQ96-v4CjRu7fsqH4k1xUbTr5G8w/viewform?usp=header


 

 
 

Welcome to our newest explorers and 
whānau to kura. 

Our termly mihi whakatau was held on 
Monday. 

Kapa Haka welcomed manuhiri to begin. 
Matua Rawiri  and Mr Graham spoke for 
tangata whenua with support from Kapa 
Haka. 

Nikau (house captain) spoke for manuhiri. 

Welcome to Goodwood! 
 

 
 
 
We congratulate explorer Sebastian who 
made the podium at the New Zealand 
Karting National Championships during the 
Easter break. Seb gave all he had to finish 
third, only 0.3 of a second behind the 
winner! We are amazed by the exciting 
range of activities or explorers take part in, 
showing GRIT, as they do their very best. 
Congratulations Sebastian! 

 

Our Year 5 and 6 explorers enjoyed an 
action packed camp at Tūī Ridge. Thank 
you to our teachers , our parent helpers 
and the awesome guides and support team 
at Tūī Ridge Camp.  
 
Thank you to the wonderful team from 
Karapiro Charters & Tours for getting us 
there and back safely. We also appreciate 
our minibus sponsors - having the van at 
camp makes everything easier and safer. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/karapirocharters?__cft__[0]=AZbXVMB14hfkHgyEmeuFawMERNYfdupvF5bTuta0UCwPvlbFSPDoQI1KsqEqOusEvrd5i1QHdE_ETDcTZ6JAl01BdFhyInbYdFSI24j0mNlSJ86PO1UFslPH4BbHxzQjMfa_tq0EFCAC_5E7vxEtQl2X&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/karapirocharters?__cft__[0]=AZbXVMB14hfkHgyEmeuFawMERNYfdupvF5bTuta0UCwPvlbFSPDoQI1KsqEqOusEvrd5i1QHdE_ETDcTZ6JAl01BdFhyInbYdFSI24j0mNlSJ86PO1UFslPH4BbHxzQjMfa_tq0EFCAC_5E7vxEtQl2X&__tn__=-]K-R


 

 
 

We raised just over $600 on Little Heart 
Day from donations and our sausage sizzle 
profit. You can still text George to 2427 to 
make a $3 donation. Young Goodwood 
Explorer Mabel raised OVER $5000 in her 
fundraising account and is in NZ's top fund 
raiser for Little Heart day.  

 

Congratulations to our swimming team who 
all swam well and won a large number of 
placings at the recent Cambridge 
Interschool Swimming Championships, 
including FIRST place in both relays! A big 
well done to team member Natalie who 
took her form into the Waikato Triathlon 
Champs, placing 3rd out of 55 competitors 
in the under 12 category! Natalie was the 
youngest competitor in the division. Another 
well done to to team member Hannah who 
won five medals at the Waikato Swimming 
Champs. Many thanks to Marie and 
Cambridge Primary School for organising 
the interschool swimming and to St Peters 
Private School for use of their wonderful 
facilities. We appreciate our minibus 
sponsors - your generosity helps us to get 
our Goodwood School teams to their 
events, thank you. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

We congratulate Alex who was part of the 
Under 12 Waikato basketball team who 
won their recent tournament. As well as 
making a number of baskets - Alex made a 
number of new friends! 
Basketball is one of the many lunchtime 
activities that brings explorers together at 
Goodwood. 
We are so impressed by the wide range of 
activities and successes enjoyed by our 
explorers across their many interests! 
 

 

 

Happy April birthday to:   
Richie N, Hudson C, Mary-Jane R, Nydhrithi Y, Wes R, Cadence P, Ezra V, Dian D, Graham P, 
Arlo J-C, Yara UM,Oscar W, Rhys VZ, Zach J, Conor E, Sienna VW, Parth D, Sophie J, Eden M, 
William V, Henry McK, Lachlan H, Eliza T, Lila W, Milo F, William S, Archie C, Neika E &  Kelsey A. 
 
 

 

 
School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar 
at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL CALENDAR and are also available on our 
school app for Android or Apple at present we have over 3000 
downloads. 
 
To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search 
Goodwood School. 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​  

​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Girl Guiding in Cambridge – Join the Fun!
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

GirlGuiding NZ’s is for girls aged 5–17 who want 
to make friends, try new things, and have fun in a 
safe, supportive space.​ ​ ​
​ ​  

Our Cambridge units are welcoming new 
members now.​​ ​ ​ ​
​  

When: Monday (Pippins and Brownies), Tuesday 
(Rangers) and Thursday (Guides)​ Where: 
Cambridge Guide Hall 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​

website: www.girlguidesnz.org.nz to register 
interest or email michellegirlguide@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 
Come and discover the adventure of GirlGuiding!  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
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