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Quick “Need to Know” for the next few weeks! 
When What Who, Where, Details 

Monday 27th July Jubilee Planning Meeting 5.30 pm, all welcome 

Friday 31st July  Teacher Only Day Limited care may be available 

Friday 7th August Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Wed 12th - Fri 14th Aug Liz Kane Literacy Course Many teachers visiting GWD 

Friday 28th August Kapa Haka Festival  Don Rowlands Centre, Karāpiro 

Friday 4th September Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Friday 11th September Goodwood Cross Country At school. Details to follow 

Mon 14th - Fri 18th Sept  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori  

Friday 18th September Whole School Assembly 9.00 am, all welcome 

Wednesday 23rd Sept. Interschool Cross Country Selected 8 - 11 year olds. Held 
at Lake Karāpiro Domain 

Thursday 24th Sept. Celebration at lake Te Kō Utu 7.00 am start, All Welcome 

Friday 25th Sept. Last day of Term 3 3pm Finish 

Monday 12th October First day of Term 4  

Wed 21st October Agricultural Day At Goodwood 

Fri 23rd October Agricultural Group Day At Te Miro School  

Tuesday 15th Dec Last Day for School for 2026 12 noon finish. 

Fri 12 March - Sat 13 
March 2027 

Goodwood School Jubilee Mark the date 
More information to follow. 

Further dates are available in our Goodwood School Calendar.  

 

 

https://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 
 

 
Tumuaki / Principal’s Column 
"Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe me he maunga teitei"  

Seek the treasure you value most dearly: if you bow your head, let it be to a lofty mountain" 

I was so fortunate to spend the last week of term 2 in Singapore with other Waikato principals on an 
educational tour including visits to schools, the Singapore Ministry of Education and the New Zealand High 
Commission.  
 
Singapore has a high performing education system, consistently topping world rankings in a range of 
international measures such as PIRLS. It was a privilege to get to see first hand just what makes Singapore 
so successful and to reflect upon our own practice. 
 
A key feature of Singapore's schools (and society) is their structure and clear organisation. Education is a 
serious business, and with career defining examinations held from Year 6, the stakes can be very high. 
Classrooms are settled and focussed with clear expectations in terms of learning output and behaviour. 
 
High levels of attendance are also required. For example, medical certificates are required after 3 days of 
illness, school leaders visit homes after 3 days of unauthorised absence and parents can be fined $5000 
and / or jailed for 12 months for ongoing student absences! 
 
In Singapore, there are high levels of respect for elders and for government officials, including teachers. 
Since the country was established in 1965 there have only been 4 prime ministers and the same political 
party has  been in power throughout all of the country’s 60+ year history. 
 
Such consistency has meant long term stability in terms of infrastructure, economic development and 
educational philosophy. Interestingly, school principals are all employed directly by the Ministry of Education 
and are regularly transferred to schools according to the needs of the school rather than the choice of the 
principal.  
 
The country is ethnically diverse and celebrates the many cultures of its people. All Singaporean students 
learn their mother tongue at school (generally Malay, Chinese or Tamil) while English is the language of 
instruction. 
 
At Goodwood, we are definitely on the right track in terms of the processes that have powered Singapore’s 
educational success. We have a similar philosophy in that we believe effective classrooms are calm and 
dignified, and learning programmes follow careful scope and sequence within a structured approach. We 
also have high standards in terms of excellence, learning, attendance and behaviour. 
 
We also want to work in highly collaborative partnerships with parents that are based on mutual respect with 
the best interests of our explorers at heart. 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Ultimately, like in New Zealand, it was great to see children having fun at school. This enjoyment is the 
result of many factors. These include the Singaporean children’s ongoing success as learners, their respect 
for their country, their teachers and each other. They also have a deep level of curiosity and a desire for 
connection. Just like our Goodwood explorers! 
 
It was a very worthwhile trip in terms of the opportunity to see a high performing system in action while 
reflecting on our next steps. It was also extremely useful to connect with local and international school 
leaders as we strive to do the very best for our teams and learners. 
 
I would like to thank the Goodwood School Board, the Waikato Principal’s Association Executive, our 
Singaporean hosts and the WPA Business Partners for making this trip possible. 

Thanks to … Furnware, RICOH, ASB, Autex Acoustics, Playground Creations, TigerTurf, CrestClean 
Footsteps, Linewize, Octa, Sitech, Education Services, Kukri, Nathan Building & Construction, Photolife, 
Skids, NZ Sign, Sterling Security, The Warehouse Group, Website, Carus, and Quadrent. 

Kia pai to wiki mutunga / have a great weekend  

David and your Goodwood Team 

 
Attendance Update 

Last term we dipped below the Ministry of Education's 
target of 80% of explorers attending regularly (ie at least 
90% of the time).  
While winter illnesses have certainly had an impact - we 
note that 36% of absences were unjustified according to 
MOE regulations - including 21% of absences due to 
term time holidays. Every day matters - term time 
absences do impact achievement and connection with 
friends and classmates. Do reach out if we can support 
you in any way.  
In positive news - 98% of explorers made it to school on 
time with only a very small percentage being late on a 
regular basis. 

 

 
Goodwood School 2026 Educational Excellence Award Winners 

Last term we were excited to win the 2026 Education Excellence Award (Large 
Primary School). Over the next few newsletters we will share some of the reasons 
why the judging panel selected our school as the winner of this prestigious award!   

 

 



 

 
 

Scope, sequence, structure and student 
achievement. Our team has been working hard on 
curriculum development for the past few years. 
Significant recent changes to the New Zealand 
curriculum align strongly with our philosophy of ensuring 
that all explorers see the curriculum at least at their level. 
This takes careful planning, excellent tier one (general 
classroom teaching) and effective accommodation for 
those who need extra support. Our team is so talented 
and plans excellent learning programmes. These are 
delivered with clear scope and sequence. We also 
acknowledge the excellent professional learning 
development we have received from providers such as 
Liz Kane Literacy and others. Our school wide 
achievement data reflects this excellent practice with 
outstanding results across all year levels.  

Keeping Ourselves Safe - wiki rua and toru 
Every two years we implement the Keeping Ourselves safe programme with the support of New Zealand 
Police. Keeping Ourselves Safe is a comprehensive child abuse prevention programme for schools. Its 
purpose is to: 
 

●​ teach students a range of safe practices that they can use when interacting with other people, both 
online and face to face 

●​ teach students how to recognise the difference between healthy and unhealthy relationships, and 
encourage students who have been or are being abused to seek help 

●​ prevent abuse by making parents and teachers more aware of their responsibilities to help students 
avoid abuse. 

Local police constable Kathryn (Kat) Payne will be hosting a parent information meeting on Wednesday 29 at 
12 noon in the office area/Hihi - depending on numbers. If you cannot make it to the parent meeting - all you 
need to know can be found here including a comprehensive FAQ section. 
 
Your child will have home learning activities to support the programme. 
 

Ministry of Education - filming Tuesday 28 July 
An outcome of being recipient of the 2026 Excellence in Education Awards is that the Ministry of Education 
visits to put together a video of daily teaching and learning at Goodwood! 
 
The date set for this is NEXT Tuesday 28 July. The filming team is expected to be on site from 7:30am - 
2:30pm capturing some playground footage, filming lessons, short interviews with a couple of teachers and 
what they call social comments from a small group of explorers. 
 
The following information has been provided to indicate what MoE are hoping to achieve: 
 

 

https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/personal-and-community-advice/school-portal/resources/successful-relationships/info-parents-whanau
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice/personal-and-community-advice/school-portal/resources/successful-relationships/info-parents-whanau


 

 
 
 
What we’re creating  
● 1 x 3–4 minute film for each award-winning school or kura  
● 1 x short 30 second social video  
● A range of photography stills  
 
The above will be used across the Ministry of Education's website, social media channels, and other 
Ministry channels - including advertising. 
 
If you do not wish your explorer to be involved in any aspect of this filming please email 
office@goodwood.school.nz by THIS Friday 24 at 3pm. We will then ensure that they are not in any of the 
footage. 
 

Upcoming Teacher Only day  
We have a teacher only day scheduled for NEXT WEEK Friday 31st July.  
 
The focus of this teacher only day is tuhituhi/writing. All our team will be working with Kirsty from Liz Kane 
Literacy. This is one of two Ministry of Education allocated teacher only days to support schools to adapt to 
recent curriculum changes. Our school will be open for the required number of days in 2026 and may finish 
slightly later in December than some other schools. 
 
We can offer very limited childcare if you have no other option. Our learning assistant team are joining us in 
this PLD and our high school based after school carers will be at school.  If you have no other options and do 
need care on this day please complete this form. 

Goodwood School Board Update 

Welcome back to Term 3! We hope you all enjoyed celebrating Matariki on Wednesday and had the 
opportunity to reconnect after the school holidays. 

Your School Board met in May and again earlier this week. Here's a snapshot of what we've been working 
on: 

●​ The highlight of our recent meetings was recognising the incredible achievement of our kura being 
named a finalist in the New Zealand Education Excellence Awards for Educational Leadership and 
then going on to win our category! This is a phenomenal achievement and reflects the dedication 
of our entire school community. A heartfelt thank you to David and Marsha for their tireless 
leadership, and to our amazing teaching, admin and support team. Team work makes the dream 
work. 

●​ We reviewed our finalised PAT achievement data, and the results are outstanding. We are 
particularly proud to see our lowest-achieving quartile performing close to the national average, a 
testament to the high-quality teaching happening across our kura. Congratulations and thank you 

 

 

mailto:office@goodwood.school.nz
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScaud3wYWOrXaME8pmFyc1D1Orfi23azUa-8tv2z2ZITzWZGQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor


 

 
 

to our kaiako, who have worked incredibly hard to implement the new curriculum. Their dedication 
is making a real difference for our explorers. 

●​ We acknowledged Caitlin for the significant work she put into supporting us through our recent 
audit, which was passed with flying colours. Thank you for your professionalism and attention to 
detail behind the scenes, we couldn’t do it without you. 

●​ It has been wonderful to see the excitement in our community around the arrival of our new library 
bus, and equally exciting to see our original classroom once again filled with our newest explorers. 

●​ The Board developed a Health and Safety Management Report, highlighting the strong health and 
safety culture that exists across our kura and our ongoing commitment to providing a safe learning 
environment for all. 

●​ We received assurance from David as Principal that all key legislative and policy requirements 
continue to be met and are being implemented effectively throughout the school. 

●​ As part of our regular governance responsibilities, we reviewed the following SchoolDocs policies: 
 

○​ School Community Engagement 
○​ Inclusive School Culture 
○​ Student Attendance 
○​ Concerns and Complaints 

We welcome feedback from our community. If you would like to review or comment on any of these policies, 
please visit schooldocs.co.nz using the username Goodwood and password explore. 

125th Jubilee - Goodwood Cookbook…  
To ‘mark the moment’ of our 125th jubilee we would like to produce a Goodwood cookbook. 
  

We have many features locked in - including an iconic celebrity chef ‘donating’ a recipe. 
 

There is much more to come though… gathering recipes from whānau, marketing, photography, 
sponsorship… and for that we need a group of skilled people to make it happen. 
 

HERE is a form to register your interest and skills for being on the cookbook committee. 
 

We anticipate this project to be 6 - 9 months in length. There is a small remuneration available for specific 
technical roles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* image is indicative only - to capture attention. It is not reflective of theme or font. 

 

 

http://schooldocs.co.nz/
https://forms.gle/sG1CV2J7q8FmY1V96


 

 
 

Sausage Sizzle Roster Term Toru 
Our Sausage Sizzle volunteers do a FANTASTIC job. Not only providing a yummy lunch treat​  for around 
120 explorers each Friday BUT also raising valuable funds to support our school 

If you can help with - collecting orders, picking up supplies and / or cooking and serving, then please add 
your details to this spreadsheet HERE -  thank you! 

125th Jubilee: Fri 12th March and Sat 13th March 2027 
Mark these dates in your calendar now! 
Join us for a wonderful community celebration of 125 years of quality education at Goodwood School 
Your Jubilee committee is working hard to plan an exciting event. Tentative plans are below to help you plan. 

Friday 12th March 2027 Saturday 13th March 2027 

9.30 am     Welcome Assembly 
10.30 am   Morning Tea 
11.15 am   Living History Sessions 
11.50 am   Whole School Drone Photo 
1.00 pm    Traditional Games Afternoon 
5.30 pm-8.00 pm Family Fun Night / Picnic / Live Music 
6.30 pm     Alumni Wine and Cheese event 

10.00 am  Official Opening 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
11.15 am  Speeches & Cake Cutting 
                 Time Capsule 
                 Guided Tours 
                 Followed by Decade Photos 
7.00 pm    Gala Dinner with live music 

Booking information is to follow 
Please note / events times are tentative and may be subject to change. 

Our next Jubilee Committee Meeting is next Monday 27th July at 5.30 pm in the staffroom - come 
along and help to make history. 

Kapa Haka koha 2026 
Kapa haka koha/donation is now being requested. We are thrilled to have such a large number of explorers 
taking part in Kapa Haka. Matua Rawiri is our tutor and to help cover the costs of his talent and support we 
do ask for a koha from all explorers. This also covers the cost of purchasing and maintaining over 130 
uniforms and bus transport to a number of performances 
 

A koha of $60 per explorer allows us to maintain the programme at current levels.Invoices for Kapa haka will 
be sent home to families this week.  Please remember that any donations are optional.  
 

Payment of accounts can be made online: 
Goodwood School Board 12-3268-0090127-00, or by eftpos at the school office.   

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17h2870XrtNgR-1yhDqNjes2Dxb34E1YPJnju9V9_NAo/edit?gid=1880046276#gid=1880046276


 

 
 

Spare Clothes - pack some each day… 
Please make sure that your explorer has a spare change of clothes as winter sports games can get very 
muddy and we are very limited with our selection. 

Good News Goodwood 

Nau mai, hoki mai! It was wonderful to 
welcome our explorers back for a fantastic first 
day of the new term. Today was made extra 
special as we held a mihi whakatau to 
welcome our newest explorers and their 
whānau to Goodwood School. We wish you all 
many happy years with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A HUGE thank you to Goodwood dad Bernard and to Reiley 
who spent their Saturday morning installing our Liz Kane 
Literacy Library Bus's brand new front door! Their installation 
work was completely free of charge! The original door was no 
longer secure or weather proof - our new door has been 
crafted to maintain the 'look' of the original. We are blown 
away by our community support for this exciting project and 
look forward to sharing more information about our sponsors.  

 

Kia Ora to everyone who joined us for a very special 
Matariki celebration this morning. The Matariki stars 
shone brightly above our kura as we joined together to 
celebrate the New Year. 
Our community gathered around the hautapu/ fires to talk 
and connect. Thank you to our house leaders who 
shared the Matariki Karakia. Our amazing teaching team 
opened their classrooms to share kai and our Matariki 
learning. The morning concluded with our 140 strong 
kapa haka performing a number of waiata, including 
many pertinent to our Matariki celebrations. Thanks to 
Cy-Co The Cycle Coffee Company and Little Bean 
Coffee NZ for the hot drinks. Thank you to our fire pit and 
s’mores volunteers. A special thanks to our teachers, Mr 
Keane and to you for joining with us at this special time. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LizKaneLiteracy?__cft__[0]=AZbirBi6vLzRzkABn5MzdATDbLP3yd0QFVkq13niRj8iLCCWJTFEfdsNB9On9wW6PBjrOKuDD_x3U8-QFKOv_Rh5-UxDjovzJWcneIf76jdJuedbIyhJTw-4bL7jl6FldtDRslF0-qOg5-7noWk2Zuif&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/LizKaneLiteracy?__cft__[0]=AZbirBi6vLzRzkABn5MzdATDbLP3yd0QFVkq13niRj8iLCCWJTFEfdsNB9On9wW6PBjrOKuDD_x3U8-QFKOv_Rh5-UxDjovzJWcneIf76jdJuedbIyhJTw-4bL7jl6FldtDRslF0-qOg5-7noWk2Zuif&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/cycocambridgenz?__cft__[0]=AZYYQqmMmYFuHEolvp5jdqY7J4d80mKd4Sao_dSV2jVI7VVoD37m1gt-qjkkmp2CcNBand4XjeiVwW4VFBqpIV8LIXpscaf9dndv3y83ipqZ7PpO0Tk8K6wkEa5uiNkPcnLzUp0OJdHYpKBPVfkPbouQ9zFnnVUQJeSNW6VhnJt6NtEjyQ1leIwBLEOtz1pPaBE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/cycocambridgenz?__cft__[0]=AZYYQqmMmYFuHEolvp5jdqY7J4d80mKd4Sao_dSV2jVI7VVoD37m1gt-qjkkmp2CcNBand4XjeiVwW4VFBqpIV8LIXpscaf9dndv3y83ipqZ7PpO0Tk8K6wkEa5uiNkPcnLzUp0OJdHYpKBPVfkPbouQ9zFnnVUQJeSNW6VhnJt6NtEjyQ1leIwBLEOtz1pPaBE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/littlebeancoffeenz?__cft__[0]=AZYYQqmMmYFuHEolvp5jdqY7J4d80mKd4Sao_dSV2jVI7VVoD37m1gt-qjkkmp2CcNBand4XjeiVwW4VFBqpIV8LIXpscaf9dndv3y83ipqZ7PpO0Tk8K6wkEa5uiNkPcnLzUp0OJdHYpKBPVfkPbouQ9zFnnVUQJeSNW6VhnJt6NtEjyQ1leIwBLEOtz1pPaBE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/littlebeancoffeenz?__cft__[0]=AZYYQqmMmYFuHEolvp5jdqY7J4d80mKd4Sao_dSV2jVI7VVoD37m1gt-qjkkmp2CcNBand4XjeiVwW4VFBqpIV8LIXpscaf9dndv3y83ipqZ7PpO0Tk8K6wkEa5uiNkPcnLzUp0OJdHYpKBPVfkPbouQ9zFnnVUQJeSNW6VhnJt6NtEjyQ1leIwBLEOtz1pPaBE&__tn__=-]K-R


 

 
 

Happy July birthday to:   
Brodie G-S, Noah O’B, Riley B, Millie O, Sasha C, William J, Benji H, Charlotte C, Triton T, 
Chase W, Oscar K, Kezia J, Charlotte M, Sivan B, Paige B, Isabelle M, Arlo K, Henry N, Theo B, 
Ula R, Zoe C, Madelaine S, Imogen H, Lucas B, Grace M, August K, Layla G, and Moss P. 
 

 

School App - have you downloaded? 
All current information is available on our school calendar at…GOODWOOD SCHOOL 
CALENDAR and are also available on our school app for Android or Apple at present we 
have over 3000 downloads. 
 

To download app: search School Apps NZ - download and then search Goodwood School. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar
http://www.goodwood.school.nz/1/embedded_items/1-our-calendar


 

 
 

 
 

One Motion Fun Run is coming to Cambridge on Sunday, 26 
July 2026! 
 

We are hosting a fundraiser fun run to raise money for local 
charity Kids in Need Waikato. 
 

They have been providing families with clothing and care 
packs of essential items for children aged 0 - 17 years since 
2018. 
 

All proceeds go directly to the charity. 
 
 

Click on link for full details  One Motion Fun Run 
 
 
 
 

 
Lambs for Agricultural Day  

or Pet Lambs 
 

 

We are reaching out to the wider community again this year 
regarding AG or Pet Lambs, we gained a lot of support from the 
local community and would love to offer lambs again this year.  

 
We also have set a Facebook page 

Tauwhare Farm Lambs for anyone interested to follow us. 
 

We are a Sheep Milking Farm located Tauwhare Road Hamilton. 
 

We have Zealandia/Suffolk cross 2 day old rams and ewe lambs 
to gift from 18th July- 4th August and then will have the late ewes 

lambing as they become available. 
 

Lambs stay on mum for 2 days, collection is 2pm daily, we will 
advise you on days to collect. 

 
If anyone is interested in lambs please either leave a message 

on our Facebook page or send Ange Watt a message on  
0272 222 032 and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

 
Goodwood School’s Ag day is on Wednesday 21st Octobe​ 

​  

​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/one-motion-fun-run-7fx7bwnj
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