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Kia Ora Koutou Katoa 
Rāpare 13 Whiringa-ā-Rangi ~ Thursday 13 November 2025 
 

Thank you to everyone who is helping with the various sports practices, games and 
events that are taking place this term. Our senior and middle school teams have held 
their athletic days, and our junior team have their day on Tuesday 18th November.  
Or swimming pool is ready for term four swimming, and we thank our caretaker, Ants, 
for getting this ready for the students. Maintenance work has been carried out with the 
pool pump and sand replaced.  
 

Quiz Night: 
Our Ngā Huiarau team have their quiz night fundraiser next Tuesday. If you are still 
keen to enter a team this can be done in the office. The team are looking forward to a 
fun night. The funds raised are to support the Year 5 & 6 camp to Totara Springs next 
year. The camp is booked for Monday 16th March to Wednesday 18th March. 
 

Road Patrol: 
Thank you to our year six students 
who have carried out their road patrol 
responsibility so diligently this year. 
Our crossing can get very busy in the 
morning and afternoon and the 
children are very conscientious in their 
role. When someone is away there is 
always another student who 
volunteers to step in.  
Thank you to the parents who have 
supported the school and students by 
being on road patrol before school.  
Our students have their celebration day out on Friday 21st November. Whaea Roz will 
be with the students for the day as she has been responsible for the road patrol 
organisation. 
Our year 5 pupils have taken part in training for 2026, and we will be looking for parents 
to support the road patrol in the mornings.  
 

Future Pupils: 
This term we will begin planning our classes for 2026. If you have a pre-schooler, who 
is turning five any time next year please pop in to pick up an enrolment form. 
Alternatively email the office and the staff will email you an enrolment form to complete. 
office@ohopebeach.school.nz 
If your child is not returning to Ōhope Beach School next year, please let us know so 
we can take this into account when we plan the classes. 
If there is anything you wish to be considered for next year, please let your child’s 
teacher know as soon as possible. 
 

Education Updates: 
• The Ministry has recently released several changes which impact the education 

system in New Zealand.  
 

• In October 2024 new Maths and English curriculum were released. We have been 
working with our professional development providers to ensure we are ready for the 
implementation of these in 2026. However, in October this year these new 
documents were replaced completely. We now have new documents to work from. 

 

• Within the last two weeks the Ministry released the new draft curriculum documents 
for Social Sciences, Science, The Arts, Health & Physical Education, Technology 
and Learning Languages. These documents are on the Ministry site and are 
available for consultation until 24 April 2026.  

      https://tahurangi.education.govt.nz/draft_curriculum_years0to10 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
TERM 4 
 

Week 6: 
Thursday 13th November: 
Interschool Athletics 
 

Friday 14th November: 
Assembly: Ngā Huiarau 
Whaea Sandy 
 

Week 7: 
Tuesday 18th November: 
Te Tiwai Athletics 
 

Camp 2026 Fundraiser – Quiz 
Night 
 

Thursay 20th November: 
EBoP Athletics 
 

Friday 21st November: 
Assembly: Kahikatea Whaea 
Cherie 
 

Road Patrol Day Out 
 

Week 8: 
Wednesday 26th November: 
Ngā Peka trip 
 

Friday 28th November: 
Assembly: Kauri Miss Webb 
 

Cram the Van at school 
1.00pm to 3.00pm 
 

Week 9: 
Tuesday 2nd December: 
BoT Meeting 5.30pm 
 

Thursday 4th December: 
T-Ball Year 1 to 4 students 
 

Friday 5th December: 
Assembly: Ngā Huiarau 
Whaea Holly 
 

Week 10: 
Monday 8th December: 
Library Stocktake 
 

Tuesday 9th December: 
Year 5 end of year day out 
 

Wednesday 10th December: 
Year 6 Leavers Dinner 
 

Friday 12th December: 
Year 6 trip to Waimarino 
 

Assembly: Kowhai Whaea 
Dana 
 

Week 11: 
Tuesday 16th December: 
Final Assembly – 11.00am 
School Ends – 12.00pm 
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Education Updates Continued: 
 

• The government has moved to remove the requirement of school boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi by 
repealing sections of the Education and Training Act.  Ōhope Beach School is committed to continuing to give effect 
to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The Board has included their response to our community below. 
 

• Attendance is one of the priorities for this Government and we are required to complete our Attendance Management 
Plan for the start of 2026. The goal set by the government is to have 80% of students attending school more than 
90% of the time by 2030. The Attendance Management Plan will be on our website at the start of 2026 school year. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 13 November 2025  

 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Community Members,  

 

Recent change to Education and Training Act  

 

We want to inform you about a recent change in national education legislation. The 

Government has amended the Education and Training Act to remove the requirement for 

school boards to “give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi.” This responsibility now sits solely with 

the Crown.  

While this change affects the wording of the law, it does not alter our position as a school. 

Ōhope Beach School remains committed to:  

●    Achieving equitable outcomes for all students.  
●    Providing opportunities for teaching and learning in te reo Māori.  
●    Ensuring our policies and practices reflect New Zealand’s cultural diversity.  

 
These principles have always been part of who we are, and we see no need to change 

how we operate. Our focus continues to be on creating an inclusive, respectful 

environment where every child can thrive.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please feel free to contact 

myself on behalf of the Board of Trustees or the Principal.  

Ngā mihi nui,  

 

Sharnika Dowthwaite  

Presiding Member Ōhope Beach School Board of Trustees  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pitopito Korero:  
 

Our senior children are keen and enthusiastic when it is 
their turn to present our morning Pitopito Korero. The 
children take time each morning to review their scripts 
and practice their pronunciation.  
The children are speaking with clarity, confidence and 
excellent pronunciation. The proficiency of the students 
has developed over the course of the year and their 
confidence is more evident in term four.   
 

This week the whakataukī we are sharing is:  
 “He maurea kai whiria!” 
 
This whakatauki reminds us "Don’t worry about small things,  
focus on what’s important!" This teaches us to stay focused on the  
bigger picture and not get distracted by little details. 

 

 

PRIDE Certificates  
 

Congratulations to the students  
who have received 
a Pride Certificate 
for demonstrating 
our Pride values at 
school. Great work 
everyone. Keep up 
the excellent work 
for the rest of the  
year. 
  
 

 

 

Environment Trophy:  

Each week a trophy is awarded to a 
learning space for looking after their 
environment both inside and outside.  
Thank you to all the children for modelling 
kaitiakitanga in our kura, we look forward 
to seeing you model this for the remainder 
of the term.  
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Term 4 Week 5 
Kauri Miss Webb 

 

Term 4 Week 4 
Kauri Whaea Merrissa 
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Pride Certificates 

Term 4 Week 4 

 

Pride Certificates 

Term 4 Week 5 

 

Week 5 



Term Dates: 2025 HOUSE GROUP SPONSORS 
 

 

Term Dates 2025: 
Term 1:  Monday 3rd Feb. to Friday 11th April 
Term 2:  Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June 

Term 3:  Monday 14th July to Friday 19th Sept. 
Term 4:  Monday 6th Oct. to Tuesday 16th Dec. 

 

Teacher Development Days 2025: 
TERM 1: Friday 7th February  
TERM 3: Friday 15th August  
 

2025 Statutory Holidays in term time: 
TERM ONE: 
Thursday 6th February – Waitangi Day 
 
TERM TWO: 
Monday 2nd June – King’s Birthday 
Friday 20th June – Matariki 
 
TERM FOUR: 
Monday 27th October – Labour Day 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to our House Groups Sponsors who 
enable us to have house shirts for the students.   

 

School Term Dates for 2026 
 

 
Term 1 

 
Monday 9th February to Thursday 2nd April 

Friday 6th February – Waitangi Day 
Friday 3rd April – Good Friday 
Monday 6th April – Easter Monday (during the holiday 
break) 
 

 
Term 2 

 
Monday 20th April to Friday 3rd July 

Monday 27th April – ANZAC Day 
Monday 1st June – King’s Birthday 
Friday 10th July – Matariki (during the holiday break) 
 

 
Term 3 

 
Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September 
 

 
 

 
Term 4 

 
Monday 12th October to Wednesday 16th 
December 

 
Monday 26th October – Labour Day 
 
 

There will be two Teacher Development Days during the year with the dates to be confirmed. 

 

Update from the Public Health Nurse: Measles Awareness.   

Symptoms of measles include: 
• High fever (over 38°C) 
• Cough, runny nose, and sore red eyes 
• A rash that starts on the face and spreads down the body 
If you or your whānau have symptoms, please stay home and phone ahead before visiting your doctor or health provider 
so they can take precautions to prevent measles spreading. This helps protect others. You can also call Healthline for free 
anytime on 0800 611 116. 
Protect yourself and your whānau: 
- Two doses of the MMR vaccine after 12 months of age protects 99% of people against measles, mumps, and rubella. 
- The MMR vaccine is safe and is free for anyone aged under 18 years, and for those 
   eligible for free healthcare 
- You can book a vaccination appointment with a pharmacy, your doctor, nurse, or Hauora Māori or Pacific health 
provider. 

 

Ōhope Medical Centre 
Tohorā 

Four Square  
Paea 

Holland Beckett 
Aihe 

Ray White Real Estate 
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