Communication to the Albany School Community: Tumuaki Appointment
Téna koutou katoa,

The appointment of Nick Shaw as the new
Tumuaki of Albany Primary School

The Board is delighted to announce the appointment of Nick Shaw as the new tumuaki | principal of Albany
Primary School, effective from the start of Term 2, 2026.

Nick is currently the tumuaki of Waiheke Primary School on Waiheke Island, where he has served for the
past seven years. He brings broad leadership experience across a wide educational context and is known
for fostering inclusive, high-trust school communities where people feel a strong sense of belonging. Nick
brings experience working in genuine partnership with iwi and marae, supporting culturally grounded
practice and strengthening local curriculum design. His leadership is grounded in strong relationships, trust
and a belief that every child should be known, valued and supported to do well at school. The Board is
confident that Nick will build on the legacy of Albany Primary School and lead a community where learning
genuinely makes a difference for children and their whanau. Nick is married and has two primary-aged sons,
understanding school life both as an educator and as a parent.

The Board engaged in a rigorous selection process which included consultation with our school community
to develop our criteria for appointment. The position was advertised nationally, with the process including
school visits, referees’ reports and checks and interviews. We thank you all for your patience and support
throughout the recruitment process. It is a testament to our staff and community that Albany Primary School
attracted many high-quality applicants. We believe Nick is the inspirational and courageous leader we were
looking for, to build on the legacy that Maree Bathurst leaves after 22 years as our much-loved Principal,
and to guide our school confidently into its next chapter.

We know that you will join the Board in warmly welcoming Nick to our Albany School whanau with our
powhiri at the start of Term 2 next year. As previously communicated, Faron Turner (current Deputy
Principal Years 3-6) will take on the role of Acting Principal for Term 1, 2026. We are very grateful to Faron
for accepting this significant role. We have every confidence he will continue the high calibre leadership,
providing stability through the first term of 2026.

Nga manaakitanga,

Rick Pierce,
Presiding Member, Albany Primary School Board



