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17th December 2025 J

f Dear parents/caregivers

All our celebrations of learning provided the opportunity to show students highlights of the year. Thank
g you for all of the time and effort put into the success of these celebrations. We would like to |
acknowledge our Year 6 graduates as visually we were reminded of just how much you have changed
¥ and grown from a tiny 5 year old to now confident young adults ready for the next education chapter in
R your new school.
\ Our 2025 Yearbook is also an amazing collection of our school’s highlights. Thank you so much to the
| Yearbook team and Jan Munroe for the hours of work and editing that went into producing such a high
¥ | quality publication.
A
# | would like to thank our school Board and staff for all of their incredible efforts—our leadership,
¥ management, and teaching teams, our unsung heroes the teacher aides, the administration and
== caretaking staff. | would also like to thank all of our parent helpers—from our after school sports team
& coaches and managers, road patrol, FOS, Y5/6 camps, on site and off site EOTC activities, Teacher
& PALS, in class helpers, and more!
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We wish the acknowledge and thank the following fixed term teachers as they move to new schools or
roles; Miss Leah Taylor, Miss Terri Cochrane (moving to Ponsonby Primary School), and Mrs Julie
White. We have been so lucky to have had you all teach in our school.

It feels surreal to think this is my very last newsletter, but | would like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your heart felt messages, cards and gifts that you have shared. As | reflected at my farewell
assembly last Friday it truly has been an privilege and an honour to have been your principal for 22
years. | could not have wished for a more wonderful community - whose cultural richness has enhanced
my growth - amazing Board of Trustees, brilliant teachers, support and administration staff, and of
course your beautiful children.

As you will now be aware the Board have appointed the new principal (Mr Nick Shaw) who will begin at
Albany School in Term 2, 2026. | would like to acknowledge the Board of Trustees for the hours of work

L involved in the appointment process, and for ensuring throughout the selection process that the criteria
that you, your children and the staff identified for their next principal was met, as well as someone who
will ensure that all that is special about our school culture continues to be valued. You can be confident
with Nick’s experience, leadership qualities and character that he is the perfect match, as he leads our

@ school into its new chapter of growth. We are indebted to Mr Faron Turner for stepping into the role as
s Acting Principal in Term One.

& To all our students who are moving school or country we encourage you to keep in your heart the
memories of Albany Primary School and continue to share our values of Respect, Excellence, Aroha
and caring, Collaboration and Honesty.

To our returning students, we look forward to seeing you back at Albany Primary School on Tuesday
3rd February 2025. The school office will be open for enrolment enquiries on Thursday 29th and Friday
30th January from 9.30am—12.00noon.

You will have received letters with reports regarding start dates, office hours and stationery lists for
2026. If you misplace this information, details are available on the school website.

May the magic of Christmas sprinkle your family with joy and | wish you all a blessed |
family time over Christmas and a safe and enjoyable summer break.
Meri Kirihimete (Merry Christmas) to all, signing off my final newsletter as “your Principal”

Maree Bathurst




2026 DATES

Office open for enrolments — Thursday 29" and Friday 30" January

Term 1, Tuesday 3rd February—Thursday 2nd April

3rd February First day of term

18th February  Partnership meetings, 3.30pm - 6.00pm (school closes at the usual time of 2.55pm)
19th February  School closed for Teachers Professional Learning Day, 8.30am-1.00pm

19th February  Partnership meetings, 1.30pm-6.00pm

2nd April Last day of term, school closes at the usual time of 2.55pm

Term 2, Monday 20th April—Friday 3rd July

20th April First day of term

27th April ANZAC Day, public holiday (Mondayisation)

29th May Teacher’s professional learning day, school closed to students (MOE approved)
1st June King’s Birthday, public holiday

3rd July Last day of term, school closes at the usual time of 2.55pm

SLCs held after school — two afternoons (school will close at the usual time of 2.55pm) Dates TBC of i

Term 3, Monday 20th July—Friday 25th September
20th July First day of term
25th September Last day of term, school closes at the usual time of 2.55pm

SLCs held after school — two afternoons (school will close at the usual time of 2.55pm) Dates TBC

Term 4, Monday 12th October—Wednesday 16th December

12th October First day of term

26th October Labour Day public holiday, school closed

15th December Last day of term, school closes at the usual time of 2.55pm
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