Te Whetu O Te Moana /Star of the Sea Marlborough Catholic Parish
From the Sounds to the Sea, the Mountains to the Plains, We Are One Mission. One Parish.
Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201

T. 03 578 0038 EM. office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz
FB. Star of the Sea Marlborough (948 followers)
Web. www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz

Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347

Mass-UTube: https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103

Newsletter 16, 17th May 2026
Ascension of the Lord, Called Bb Name Sunday

Beauty Brand Millionaire Becomes Catholic Priest, Credits Mary’s Intercession: California,
May 9, 2026: Deacon Scott Borba, co-founder of e.l.f Cosmetics and a former figure in the beauty
and entertainment industry, is set to be ordained a priest for the Diocese of Fresno, California, on
May 23, 2026. According to reports by ChurchPOP and Angelus News, Borba left behind a
multimillion-pound career after discerning a call to the priesthood that he says began in childhood.
Before entering seminary, he worked for more than two decades in the health and beauty industry as
an aesthetician, entrepreneur, actor, model, author and singer. Speaking about his vocation journey,
Borba shared that he felt called to the priesthood at the age of 10, though he “accepted late.” He
also credited the prayers and intercession of the Blessed Mother for helping him respond to that call.
"I know that our Blessed Mother has brought me into this vocation because of her love for her son,”
he told Angelus News. “I have never been happier. I have never been more full of joy.”

In a 2019 interview with YourCentralValley.com, Borba reflected on his former lifestyle and spiritual
turning point. “God has blessed me with everything under the sun,” he said, adding that he once
prayed for the opportunity to pursue multiple ambitions and believed God answered “yes.”

“He not only blessed me with money and awareness, and just every business I had, he allowed me to
have success with it,” Borba said. “Then I decided, you know, what is wrong with me? I was

vapid. I had a perverse life.” Recalling his years in Los Angeles, Borba said, "I went to LA, I got
sucked into the Hollywood lifestyle. It was almost to a point where I was trying to sell my soul.”

"I was living for myself. I was idolising myself,” he continued. “I was idolising everything else out
there that was luxury. I was a poster boy for luxury.” Borba also shared that his family had prayed
for his conversion for many years, while numerous people encouraged him to consider the priest-
hood. He remembered a childhood encounter during Mass when his mother pointed towards the altar
and asked if he wanted to become “the man in the robes.” "Whoever the priest was, his robes at that
moment were shimmering like glitter,” Borba recalled. "And I knew God was placing on my heart to
become a priest.” He eventually came to realise, he said, that worldly success is “not where we're
supposed to be. We're supposed to be living for Heaven.”

Sources: ChurchPOP, Angelus News, YourCentralValley.com

Parish Calendar, News & Notices

New Senior Teen Focus Group: our Teenage Catholic Ninja Disciple group has been going very well,
but now we have older teens requesting even more in-depth study in Theology, Church teaching and
history etc. Any teens aged 16-19 years old wanting to join in with this senior group, please contact Mieke
Davies 0223918584. We meet every 2nd Friday in the youth rooms, 4pm-5pm. The next session will be
Friday 15th May. The original TCND will run as usual after Sunday Mass every 2 weeks.

One last call out for boys and girls who have made their First Communion and wish to be Altar Servers.
Meet with Blair & Belinda after Mass for training will begin Sunday May 31 after 10am Mass. Please
notice the change of date!

SVdP Op shop- volunteers needed: If you have 3 hours a week or a fortnight, you can spare,
we need your help. Full training given. Visit the shop in High Street, Blenheim, any time to collect
an application form. Or contact Annette 021 1173 216 for more information.

Blenheim Women’'s Friendship Group: Will be at the Omaka Heritage Centre Café from
10am on the 4th Wednesday of the month and meet next on 27th May. Feel free to bring a
friend.

%Adoration: is once a month, in the Mercy Chapel between 11am-2pm. The next date is 31st May.

on Saturday the 6™ of June at 7.00pm St Marys Church. This is a fundraiser for earthquake
strengthening of St Mary’s Church. Use the QR code on the poster to get you into humanitix, to
purchase your tickets.

150th Anniversary of St Mary’s Church: On 29th September 1878, St Mary’s Church was opened and
we want to celebrate this milestone in 2028. We need a committee to put this event together and start
looking at ideas now. If you think you can contribute, please contact Ginetta at the office.

A Warm Welcome to Our Parish Family of Marlborough. Our Mission Statement is:

We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in faith together, and taking
the Gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond.

A night at the Conclave with Cardinel John Dew. This previously postponed event is how going to be %
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Mass & Liturgy Schedules
Saturday 16th May
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed
by reconciliation

Ascension of the Lord
Sat 16th May

Blenheim 5pm -Mass
Picton 4pm—Mass

Sun 17th May

Seddon 8am - Mass
Kaikoura 9.30am- Mass
Blenheim 10am- St Mary’s
School Mass

Blenheim 5pm -Mass

Tuesday-19th May
Blenheim 9.30am Mass

Kaikoura 9.30am W&C

Wednesday-20th May
Picton 9.30am Mass

Kaikoura 9:30am W&C
Blenheim 12.05pm -Mass

Thursday 21st May
Blenheim 9.30am - Mass

Kaikoura 9.30am -W&C
Kaikoura 10am Scripture
Picton- 5.15pm Adoration

Friday- 22nd May
Kaikoura 9.30am -W&C

Blenheim 11am - Exposition
Blenheim 12.05pm Mass
Blenheim 5.30pm -Rosary

Saturday 23rd May
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed

by reconciliation

Pentecost Sunday

Sat 23rd May
Picton 4pm—Mass

Blenheim 5pm -Mass
Sun 24th May
Seddon 8am - Mass
Kaikoura 9.30am
Blenheim 10am- Mass
Blenheim 5pm - Mass

arish Calendar

Today is Called by Name
Sunday! Archbishop Paul
invites young men in our parish
community to be open to God’s
call, and to consider a vocation
to the priesthood. Cards are
available in your pews. If you
notice a young man who could
be a potential candidate for
priesthood, please pray for him,
take a card and approach him
with a word of encouragement.
Thank you for supporting this
important campaign!

News & Notices

Remembering the Holy souls —
May they Rest In Peace

2-BEDROOmM unit close to
Blenheim town centre, rent
$375.00 per week. 2 weeks
rent in advance, 3 weeks bond
to be paid before possession.
No dogs, one desexed cat. Unit
available on Saturday the 16th
of May.

Interested applicants please
email rpaul.ham@gmail.com

New Saints: St. Carlo Acutis
(1991-2006) was canonized
by Pope Leo XIV on
September 7, 2025,
becoming the first millennial
saint recognized by the
Catholic Church. Known as
the "patron saint of the
internet," he was an Italian
teenager who used his
computer programming skills
to document  Eucharistic
miracles online, while living a
normal life that included
soccer, video games, and

charity work.

Community Foodbanks:
Our Community Food Banks help
people in need.

The bins in our churches are
cleared every week so
donations can be made outside
of the times listed.

1st Sunday @ Kaikoura
All Sundays @ Picton &
Blenheim
Please consider donating
nonperishable goods: Canned
tomatoes, fruit, vegetables,
canned spaghetti, canned Baked
beans, canned Fish, Sugar,
rice, Soup mix, Flour, Pasta
sauce, spreads, Longlife milk,
Breakfast cereals, Weetbix,
salt, Pasta, school lunch items.

Judith MclLaughlin, Helen O’Connell;

H(_)kitika; Ray O’Halloran;

Il\3/I|keEOtCor.mor—Wgtn; Also all our deceased
ev taton; parishioners and

Philippa Teeling; benefactors.

Billie Hayes;

Intentions: please keep these
parishioners in your prayers.

Donna Lippiatt;
Luke Clayton;
Nancy Spatz;
Phil Best;

Nancy Woolford-
Stayner;

Peter Smith;
Margaret Searle;

Esme Murphy; Rilee Wright;
Eileen Moreland; Elizabeth & Don
Glenn Ormsby; Boyd;

Craig & Viv Grant; Catherine;
Charlotte Cagney; Tuakoi Kula;

Terry Price;

Maria Prutten;
Russell Millar;

Lex & Mary Agnew;
Robin O’Kane;
Michael Carmody;
Pat Murphy;

Francesca Perkins;
Shirley Hawtin;
Sarah McKee;

FR Sony;

And those unnamed
that need our

If you, or a loved one, are in hospital or at
home unable to get out, in Blenheim contact
Mary Tolan 021 184 0617 to arrange for a
Eucharistic Minister to bring out Communion
to you. For Kaikoura, ring Patsy Buttle, 021
584 968

Collections: We are most grateful for your
support.

Last Week:

Total: $2,476.17

Holy Places: $20.00

Vocations/ Seminary: $150.00

Easter Dues: $70.00

If you would like to contribute to the running
costs of the Parish, here is our account
number: Star of the Sea Parish
02-0600-0154396-00

Please put "Planned Giving” in the
reference so we know its purpose and
contact Ginetta at the Parish Office for a
giving number before starting online banking
so you can claim on your donations each
year. Please remember to update the
office with your change of address.
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Quotes from the Popes

‘Technology that exploits our need for relationships can lead not only to painful consequences in the lives of
individuals, but also to damage in the social, cultural and political fabric of society. This occurs when we
substitute relationships with others for Al systems that catalog our thoughts, creating a world of mirrors
around us, where everything is made “in our image and likeness.” We are thus robbed of the opportunity to
encounter others, who are always different from ourselves, and with whom we can and must learn to

relate. Without embracing others, there can be no relationships or friendships.’

for World Day of Social Communications, 24 January 2026

Pope Leo X1V Message

Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP- ParishPriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz
Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP—jacob.kuman@passionists.com
Community leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP pdgardiner@gmail.com

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM — maureencsmsml@gmail.com — 03 319 5385

Deacon: Br TJ Nguyen

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies — stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz — 022 391 8584

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Blair McLean

Finance Committee Chair: Tom Harrison
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/communications/documents/20260124-messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html

