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We are incredibly blessed to be

made up of many different

nationalities, and we celebrate

the unique cultural gifts each

person brings.

As we reflect on this special

feast, let us pray for a renewal

of the gifts of the Holy Spirit -

ngā taonga o te Wairua Tapu

within our lives—especially

wisdom, courage, and

kindness. 

Mā te Wairua Tapu e manaaki, e

tiaki i a koutou katoa—May the

Holy Spirit bless and protect

you all.

Ngā mihi, Judith Ford, Principal

St Joseph’s School, Kaikoura 

OUR CHURCHES

St Mary’s
Maxwell Road

Blenheim

St Joseph’s
Picton

Sacred Heart Church
Kaikoura

Immaculate
Conception Church

Seddon

St Mary’s Blenheim 

Nau mai, e te whānau! This

Sunday, we celebrate the feast of

Pentecost—the birthday of the

Church. It marks the moment the

Holy Spirit - te Wairua Tapu

descended upon the Apostles like

tongues of fire, transforming their

fear into bold, joyful faith.

Pentecost reminds us that the Holy

Spirit is not a distant concept, but

a living breath -te hā that breathes

life into our community today. On

that first Pentecost, people from

many different nations heard the

Good News in their own languages.

Today, our own parish reflects that

same beautiful diversity. 



Quote from a
Pope
‘In a divided and troubled

world, the Holy Spirit teaches

us to walk together in unity.

The earth will rest, justice will

prevail, the poor will rejoice

and peace will return once we

no longer act as predators but

as pilgrims. 

Dear Parishioners

Thank you for the welcome in these days

amongst you, it is always wonderful to

visit. I wanted to share, briefly, with you

about the election of Fr Sony to a new

position in India which will necessitate

his leaving the parish. The Passionists are

organised into twenty-one ‘provinces’

across the globe, and Fr Sony belongs to

the one based in India, and as such was,

by arrangement between his Provincial

and me, ‘on loan’ to us in Holy Spirit

Province. This collaboration was

generous on his part. His brothers in

India have now chosen to ask him to

return and to take up the role of deputy

leader;

 

 

No longer each of us for

ourselves, but walking

alongside one another. Not

greedily exploiting this

world, but cultivating it

and protecting it, as the

Encyclical Laudato Si’ has

taught us.’

Pope Leo XIV, Homily, Vigil

of Pentecost 7 June, 2026
Photo copyright to Antione McKary,

Aleteia.

“Give us
virtue’s sure
reward;
Give us your
salvation,
Lord;
Give us joys
that never
end. Amen.
Alleluia”

PENETECOST
SEQUENCE

SAINT OF THE
WEEK

ST. BEDE THE
VENERABLE,

BENEDECTINE,
DOCTOR OF THE

CHURCH
25TH MAY

St. Bede also known as Bede the
Great, was a Benedictine monk
and a Doctor of the Church. He

was born around 673 AD in
Northumbria, England, and spent

his life in monastic seclusion,
dedicating himself to the study of

the Scriptures.  He was named a
Doctor of the Church in 1899 by
Pope Leo XIII and is celebrated
for his humility and devotion.
St Bede is the patron saint of

Historians. 

 this is a fine recognition of his ability and

willingness to serve. I hope however, he

can remain for several more months,

although we all join with you in feeling

his loss. 

 As Passionist religious this is our life – it

is often hard for us too, to leave those we

serve as we move in answer to our call. 

 I am already in dialogue about sending

another Passionist priest as your parish

priest. I have undertaken to keep the

Pastoral Council informed of progress

and datelines, and will of course be in

dialogue with Archbishop Paul

concerning further appointments. 

 I wish to thank Fr Sony for his service

amongst you and I wish him every

blessing in his future ministry. 

 Fr Denis Travers, Provincial of Holy Spirit

Province

A Letter from Fr
Denis Travers

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2025/documents/20250607-veglia-pentecoste.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2025/documents/20250607-veglia-pentecoste.html


Parish Notices
SVdP Blenheim Op shop- volunteers

needed. If you have 3 hours a week or

fortnight you can spare, we need your

help. Full training given. Visit the shop

in High Street to collect an

application form or contact Annette

021 1173 216. 

One last call for boys and girls who

have made their First Communion and

wish to be Alter Servers. Meet with

Blair & Belinda after Mass for training

on Sunday 31  May after 10am Mass.

Please note the change of date. 

st

Blenheim Women’s Friendship

Group: Will meet at the Omake

Heritage Centre Cafe from 10am n the

4  Wednesday of the month and meet

next on 27  May. Feel free to bring a

friend.

th

th

Choir: For all those wishing to sing in

the choir to contact

kevmur@xtra.co.nz or ring Ali on

021731192. We’ll have our first

practice Saturday 6pm after the 5pm

Mass to ready ourselves for the 5pm

Mass on June 6  being concelebrated

by Cardinal John Dew. If you aren’t

available at this time but would like to

be involved in the furture, please

contact Ginetta at the office to go on

the choir mailing list. 

th

Adoration is once a month in the

Mercy Chapel between 11am-2pm.

The next date is 31  May. st

150  Anniversary of St Mary’s

Church: On the 29  of September

1878, St Mary’s Church was opened

and we want to celebrate this

milestone in 2028. If you are

interested in joining the committee

for planning this event, contact

Ginetta in the office.

th

th

COLLECTIONS

We are grateful for your
support

Last Week:
Total:$2809.40

If you would like to
contribute to the running of

the Parish, here is our
account number: 

Star of the Sea Parish
02-0600-0154396-00

Please put “Planned Giving”
in the reference so we know

it’s purpose and contact
Ginetta at the Parish Office
for a giving number before
starting online banking so

you can claim your donations
each year. Please remember
to update your address with

the office. 

Remembering Holy
Souls- May they rest
in peace
Mike O’Connor (Wellington)

Bev Eaton

Roy Lord

Gud Dermody

Michael & Rosemary Wood

Alice Walker

And also all our desceased

parishioners and benefactors.

Intentions: Please
keep these people
in your prayers

FOOD BANK
COLLECTIONS

Our Community Food
Banks help poeple in need. 

The Bins in our churches
are cleared every week so

donations can be made
outside the listed times.

1  Sunday @ Kaikouras t

All Sundays @ Picton &
Blenheim

Please consider donating
nonpreishable goods:

Canned fruit or vegetables,
vegetables, canned

spaghetti, canned baked
beans, canned fish, sugar,

rice, soup mix, flour,
pasta, long life milk,

breakfast cereals, school
lunch items.

Donna Lippiatt

Luke Clayton

Nancy Spatz

Phil Best

Esme Murphy

Eileen Moreland

Glenn Ormsby

Craig & Viv Grant

Charlotte Cagney

Terry Price

Maria Prutten

Russell Millar

Lex & Mary Agnew

Robin O’Kane

Michael Carmody

Pat Murphy

Nancy Woolford-

Stayner

Peter Smith

Margaret Searle

Rilee Wright

Elizabeth & Don

Boyd

Catherine

Tuakoi Kula

Francesca Perkins

Shirley Hawtin

Sarah McKee

FR Sony

And those unnamed

that need our

prayers at this time

A Night at the Conclave with

Cardinel John Dew. This previously

postponed event is now going to be

on Saturday 6  of June at 7pm in St

Mary’s Church. This is a fundraiser for

earthquake strengthening of St Mary’s

Church. Use the QR code on the

poster to get you into humanitix to

purchase your tickets.

th



Mass Times
Saturday 23rd May 

 Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed

 by reconciliation

Pentecost Sunday
 Sat 23rd May 

 Picton 4pm—Mass 

 Blenheim 5pm –Mass

 Sun 24th May

 Seddon 8am - Mass

 Kaikoura 9.30am- Mass

 Blenheim 10am– Mass 

 Blenheim 5pm – Mass

Monday 25th May

 Picton 9.30am Mass

Tuesday-26th May

 Blenheim 9.30am Mass

 Kaikoura 9.30am W&C

Wednesday 27th May

 Picton 9.30am NO Mass

 Kaikoura 9:30am W&C

 Blenheim 12.05pm –Mass

Thursday 28th May

 Blenheim 9.30am - Mass

 Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C

 Kaikoura 10am Scripture

 Picton– 5.15pm Adoration

Friday 29th May

 Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C

 Blenheim 11am - Exposition

 Blenheim 12.05pm Mass

 Blenheim 5.30pm -Rosary

Saturday 30th May

 Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed

 by reconciliation

Most Holy Body & Blood of
Christ
 Sat 30th May

 Blenheim 5pm –Mass

 Picton 4pm—Mass

MASS TIMES AND CONTACT
F R O M  T H E  S O U N D S  T O  T H E  S E A ,  T H E  M O U N T A I N S  T O  T H E  P L A I N S ,  W E  A R E  O N E  M I S S I O N .

O N E  P A R I S H

St Mary’s Blenheim (rotate every month)

Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201

Parish Secretary: Ginetta Petersen

Phone: 03 578 0038

Email: office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz

Facebook: Star of the Sea Marlborough (948

followers) 

Web: www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz 

Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347

Mass-UTube:
https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103 

For communion at home or at hospital,
please contact:
Mary Tolan (Blenheim) 021 184 0617

Patsy Buttle (Kaikoura) 021 584 968

Our Mission Statement is: We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in

faith together and taking the gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond.

Sun 31st May

 Seddon 8am - Mass 

 Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass 

 Blenheim 10am- Mass

 Blenheim 5pm –Mass

Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP

(parishpriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz)

Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP

(jacob.kuman@passionists.com)

Community Leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP

(pdgardiner@gmail.com)

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM

(maureencsmsm1@gmail.com 03 319 5385)

Deacon: Br TJ Nguyen

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies

(stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz 0223918584)

Parish Pastorial Council Chair: Blair McLean

Finance Chair: Tom Harrison

Memorial of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, Mother of the

Church
May 25th

https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103

	TE WHETU O TE MOANA STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH
	St Mary’s Blenheim
	OUR CHURCHES
	St Mary’s Maxwell Road Blenheim
	St Joseph’s Picton
	Sacred Heart Church Kaikoura
	Immaculate Conception Church Seddon
	We are incredibly blessed to be made up of many different nationalities, and we celebrate the unique cultural gifts each person brings. As we reflect on this special feast, let us pray for a renewal of the gifts of the Holy Spirit -ngā taonga o te Wairua Tapu within our lives—especially wisdom, courage, and kindness.  Mā te Wairua Tapu e manaaki, e tiaki i a koutou katoa—May the Holy Spirit bless and protect you all. Ngā mihi, Judith Ford, Principal St Joseph’s School, Kaikoura
	Nau mai, e te whānau! This Sunday, we celebrate the feast of Pentecost—the birthday of the Church. It marks the moment the Holy Spirit - te Wairua Tapu descended upon the Apostles like tongues of fire, transforming their fear into bold, joyful faith. Pentecost reminds us that the Holy Spirit is not a distant concept, but a living breath -te hā that breathes life into our community today. On that first Pentecost, people from many different nations heard the Good News in their own languages. Today, our own parish reflects that same beautiful diversity.


	Parish Notices
	SVdP Blenheim Op shop- volunteers needed. If you have 3 hours a week or fortnight you can spare, we need your help. Full training given. Visit the shop in High Street to collect an application form or contact Annette 021 1173 216.
	One last call for boys and girls who have made their First Communion and wish to be Alter Servers. Meet with Blair & Belinda after Mass for training on Sunday 31st May after 10am Mass. Please note the change of date.
	Blenheim Women’s Friendship Group: Will meet at the Omake Heritage Centre Cafe from 10am n the 4th Wednesday of the month and meet next on 27th May. Feel free to bring a friend.
	Choir: For all those wishing to sing in the choir to contact kevmur@xtra.co.nz or ring Ali on 021731192. We’ll have our first practice Saturday 6pm after the 5pm Mass to ready ourselves for the 5pm Mass on June 6th being concelebrated by Cardinal John Dew. If you aren’t available at this time but would like to be involved in the furture, please contact Ginetta at the office to go on the choir mailing list.
	Adoration is once a month in the Mercy Chapel between 11am-2pm. The next date is 31st May.
	150th Anniversary of St Mary’s Church: On the 29th of September 1878, St Mary’s Church was opened and we want to celebrate this milestone in 2028. If you are interested in joining the committee for planning this event, contact Ginetta in the office.
	A Night at the Conclave with Cardinel John Dew. This previously postponed event is now going to be on Saturday 6th of June at 7pm in St Mary’s Church. This is a fundraiser for earthquake strengthening of St Mary’s Church. Use the QR code on the poster to get you into humanitix to purchase your tickets.
	Remembering Holy Souls- May they rest in peace
	Mike O’Connor (Wellington) Bev Eaton
	Roy Lord Gud Dermody Michael & Rosemary Wood Alice Walker And also all our desceased parishioners and benefactors.

	Intentions: Please keep these people in your prayers
	Donna Lippiatt Luke Clayton Nancy Spatz Phil Best Esme Murphy Eileen Moreland Glenn Ormsby Craig & Viv Grant Charlotte Cagney Terry Price Maria Prutten Russell Millar Lex & Mary Agnew Robin O’Kane Michael Carmody Pat Murphy
	Nancy Woolford- Stayner Peter Smith Margaret Searle Rilee Wright Elizabeth & Don Boyd Catherine Tuakoi Kula Francesca Perkins Shirley Hawtin Sarah McKee FR Sony
	And those unnamed that need our prayers at this time
	COLLECTIONS
	FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS
	Our Community Food Banks help poeple in need.  The Bins in our churches are cleared every week so donations can be made outside the listed times. 1st Sunday @ Kaikoura All Sundays @ Picton & Blenheim
	Please consider donating nonpreishable goods: Canned fruit or vegetables, vegetables, canned spaghetti, canned baked beans, canned fish, sugar, rice, soup mix, flour, pasta, long life milk, breakfast cereals, school lunch items.



	MASS TIMES AND CONTACT
	FROM THE SOUNDS TO THE SEA, THE MOUNTAINS TO THE PLAINS, WE ARE ONE MISSION. ONE PARISH
	Our Mission Statement is: We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in faith together and taking the gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond.
	Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 Parish Secretary: Ginetta Petersen Phone: 03 578 0038 Email: office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz Facebook: Star of the Sea Marlborough (948 followers)  Web: www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347 Mass-UTube: https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103  For communion at home or at hospital, please contact: Mary Tolan (Blenheim) 021 184 0617 Patsy Buttle (Kaikoura) 021 584 968
	Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP (parishpriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz) Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP (jacob.kuman@passionists.com) Community Leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP (pdgardiner@gmail.com) Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM (maureencsmsm1@gmail.com 03 319 5385) Deacon: Br TJ Nguyen Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies (stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz 0223918584) Parish Pastorial Council Chair: Blair McLean Finance Chair: Tom Harrison
	St Mary’s Blenheim (rotate every month)
	Mass Times
	Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church May 25th



