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Newsletter 13, 26th April 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Day of Prayer for Vocations

How often do we talk to our youth about vocations? If you were to ask your teen or young adult
what a vocation in the Church was, would they be able to answer? Perhaps we think that it was the
bygone eras that suited the consideration of a vocation to the priesthood or religious life, since there
was such an abundance of them, and even an expectation back then that someone in your family
might take that path. Just because this current secular age doesn’t gel with the idea of religious life,
doesn’'t mean it shouldn’t be discussed and promoted with our young

people. In fact, it should be more so in our current time! What better age is there than now, for a
young person to hear and answer a call on their life that is so radically different, that the mere
decision to discern the likes of priesthood could drastically impact the world around them!

Starting by witnessing to their peers and neighbours, the life-changing and abundant joy that comes
with choosing to listen to the Holy Spirit, surrender and give one’s self fully - in a way that the world
does not fathom. This Sunday we should not only PRAY for vocations in the Church, but let’s also
start TALKING about it too! To our young people especially. Let’'s make discerning priesthood and
the religious life, a NORM in our conversations! Mieke Davies - Youth Minister

Parish Calendar, News & Notices
SVdP Blenheim shop has a piano to give away. Please contact Michelle at the shop 577 8378

We are looking at training altar servers again for St Mary’s and have put aside time on 26
April after 10am mass with Belinda Vavasour. Or Contact Blair McLean, melandblair@gmail.com

Men’s breakfasts will be held on the first Sunday of each Month at 8am. The locations will E

vary. Please contact Maurice Davies at 027 444 5506 or Cameron Vawter 021 807 648 to be
added to the Star of the Sea Men’s What's app group.

Vocation Sunday Prayer: On this Vocation Sunday, Sunday, 26 April, we pray with thanks-
giving for all our priests, religious, and seminarians in formation. May God bless and sustain
them in their vocation. We pray too for our young people, that they may be open to God's call
and respond to it with generosity.

ANZAC Day: the 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s Church on 25th April will be honouring those who
went to war from Australia and New Zealand.

The Sacramental Program for 2026, in Blenheim, begins with First Reconciliation classes on
Sunday 26th April at 9am in the Parish Centre for 4 Sundays. Children must be baptised and at
least 8yrs old. For registration forms and full program timeline please contact the Parish Office
or Lorraine 276246264, email trukwalker@gmail.com For Kaikoura, please contact Sr Maureen.

/- Adoration: is once a month, in the Mercy Chapel between 11am-2pm. The next date is
& 26th April.

A night at the Conclave with Cardinel John Dew. This previously postponed event is now
going to be on Saturday the 6™ of June at 7.00pm St Marys Church. We are looking for

sponsorship to cover the cost of hosting this event. If you want some publicity for your
business, contact Ginetta at the office.

150th Anniversary of St Mary’s Church: On 29th September 1878, St Mary’s Church was
opened and we want to celebrate this milestone in 2028. We need a committee to put this
event together and start looking at ideas now. If you think you can contribute, please contact
Ginetta at the office.

Are you looking for a daily reflection. Click on the link below which takes you to the Passionist
Website and their daily reflections. Daily Reflection | The Passionists

A Warm Welcome to Our Parish Family of Marlborough. Our Mission Statement is:

We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in faith together, and taking
the Gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond. ,
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https://www.passionists.com/daily-reflection/
mailto:trukwalker@gmail.com
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Mass & Liturgy Schedules
Fr Sony away till 11th May
Saturday 25th April ANZAC
Day

Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed
by reconciliation

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Day
of Prayer for Vocations

Sat 25th April

Blenheim 5pm -Mass

Picton 4pm—Mass

Sun 26th April

Seddon 8am - Mass

Kaikoura 9.30am- W&C
Blenheim 10am- Mass

Blenheim 5pm - Mass

Tuesday-28th April
Blenheim 9.30am Mass

Kaikoura 9.30am W&C

Wednesday-29th April
Picton 9.30am Mass

Kaikoura 9:30am W&C
Blenheim 12.05pm -Mass

Thursday 30th April
Blenheim 9.30am - Mass
Kaikoura 9.30am -W&C
Kaikoura 10am Scripture
Picton- 5.15pm Adoration

Friday-1st May
Kaikoura 9.30am -W&C

Blenheim 11am - Exposition
Blenheim 12.05pm -Anointing
Mass

Saturday 2nd May
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed

by reconciliation

Third Sunday of Easter
Sat 2nd May

Blenheim 5pm -Mass
Picton 4pm—Mass

Sun 3rd May

Seddon 8am - Mass
Kaikoura 9.30am- Mass
Blenheim 10am- Mass

arish Calendar

Readings:05-12 Apr2026

Sun 26 April-4th Sun of
Easter, Day of Prayer for

News & Notices

Remembering the Holy souls —

May they Rest In Peace

4

Vocations

Acts 2:14,36-41
1Peter 2:20-25
John 10:1-10

Mon 27 April
Acts 2:14,22-32

Matt 28:8-15

Tues 28 April
Acts 2:26-41

John 20:11-18

Wed 29 April
acts 3:1-10
Luke 24:13-35

Thurs 30 April
Acts 3:11-26

Luke 24:35-48

Fri 01 May
Acts 4:23-37

John 21:1-14

Sat 02 May
Acts 5:1-16

Mark 16:9-15

Sun 3rd May-5th Sun of Easter
Acts 2:14,36-41

1Peter 2:20-25

John 10:1-10

Find peace in God’s Word

-y

Community Foodbanks:
Our Community Food Banks help
people in need.

The bins in our churches are
cleared every week so
donations can be made outside
of the times listed.

1st Sunday @ Kaikoura
All Sundays @ Picton &

wounds.’

Blenheim

Please consider donating
nonperishable goods: Canned
tomatoes, fruit, vegetables,
canned spaghetti, canned Baked

beans, canned Fish, Sugar,
rice, Soup mix, Flour, Pasta
sauce, spreads, Longlife milk,

Breakfast cereals, Weetbix,
salt, Pasta, school lunch items.

Quotes from the Popes

‘The Rosary, like other ancient forms of prayer, has united us this evening in its steady rhythm built on
repetition. Peace gains ground in the same way: word by word, deed by deed, just as a rock is hollowed
out drop by drop, or fabric woven stitch by stitch. These are the slow rhythms of life, a sign of God's
patience. We must not allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by the pace of a world that does not know what
it is chasing. Rather, we must return to serving the rhythm of life, the harmony of creation and healing its
Pope Leo XIV, Homily, Vigil for Peace, 11 April 2026

Kathie Tomlinson;
Pauline Firmin;
Terri Bryne;
Diane Taylor;

Gerald Holden;
Norah & Moran
Costello, friends &
relatives of Mary

Hickman;

Graeme Daines,
deceased members of
the Daines & Gill
families.

Also all our deceased
parishioners and
benefactors.

Intentions: please keep these
parishioners in your prayers.

Donna Lippiatt;
Luke Clayton;
Nancy Spatz;
Phil Best;

Nancy Woolford-
Stayner;

Peter Smith;
Margaret Searle;

Esme Murphy; Rilee Wright;
Eileen Moreland; Elizabeth & Don
Glenn Ormsby; Boyd;

Craig & Viv Grant; Catherine;
Charlotte Cagney; Tuakoi Kula;

Terry Price;

Maria Prutten;
Russell Millar;

Lex & Mary Agnew;
Robin O’Kane;
Michael Carmody;

Francesca Perkins;
Shirley Hawtin;

And those unnamed
that need our
prayers at this time.

If you, or a loved one, are in hospital or at
home unable to get out, in Blenheim contact
Mary Tolan 021 184 0617 to arrange for a
Eucharistic Minister to bring out Communion
to you. For Kaikoura, ring Patsy Buttle, 021
584 968
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Collections: We are most grateful for your
support.

Last Week:

Total: $2658.10

Easter Dues: $200.00

Holy Places: $110.00

Vocations/ Seminary: $30.00

If you would like to contribute to the running
costs of the Parish, here is our account
number: Star of the Sea Parish
02-0600-0154396-00

Please put "Planned Giving” in the
reference so we know its purpose and
contact Ginetta at the Parish Office for a
giving number before starting online banking
so you can claim on your donations each
year. Please remember to update the
office with your change of address.

Al

Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP- ParishPriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz
Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP—jacob.kuman@passionists.com

Community leader: Fr Peter Ga

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM — maureencsmsml@gmail.com — 03 319 5385

Deacon: Br TJ Nguyen

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies — stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz — 022 391 8584
Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Blair McLean

rdiner CP pdgardiner@gmail.com

Finance Committee Chair: Tom Harrison



mailto:maureencsmsm@gmail.com
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2026/documents/20260411-rosario-pace.html

