
Te Whetu O Te Moana /Star of the Sea Marlborough Catholic Parish 

From the Sounds to the Sea, the Mountains to the Plains, We Are One Mission. One Parish.  
Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 
T. 03 578 0038  EM. office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
FB. Star of the Sea Marlborough (917 followers)  
Web. www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347 
Mass-UTube: https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103  

A Warm Welcome to Our Parish Family of Marlborough 

We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in  faith together, and taking  
the Gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond. 

Newsletter 07, 15th March 2026 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

Blenheim Women’s Friendship Group: Will be at the Omaka Heritage Centre Café from 10am 
on the 4th Wednesday of the month and meet next on 25th March. Feel free to bring a friend.  

Are you looking for a daily reflection. Click on the link below which takes you to the Passionist Website and their daily 
reflections. Daily Reflection | The Passionists  

Those wanting to say the Our Father in another language at 5pm and 10am BHM weekend masses, please  
contact Belinda Vavasour 021 774 858. 

I feel sure that we have all experienced seeing people who have undergone cataract  
surgery marvel at how very beautiful and bright their surroundings have become.  
Creation seems to take on a clarity that thrills them. They are filled with wonder and 
deep gratitude. 
 

Today’s gospel story is essentially a faith story but it also reminds us that we, too, are in 
need of new light. We all carry blind spots that need healing . The blind man’s profession 
of faith in Jesus, ‘Lord, I do believe!’ led to his wonderful  shift from blindness to clear 
sight. 
 

The fourth Sunday of Lent is named for the Second Scrutiny for all catechumens on their 
journey to deeper faith and baptism. This Gospel reminds us all that when our faith and 
spirit are growing tired and a bit dim in always trying to be a good person, that our  
Lenten journey can bring greater clarity and new heart. We come to understand  
something of what our loving God is really like. 
 
 

Sr Maureen Connor smsm  Sacred Heart Church, Kaikoura. 

Carparking at the back of St Mary’s church: People have started parking on the lawn between the 
church and the school. Note, this is not a parking area, please use the designated carpark area. 

Chrism Mass– 31st March: 12pm, St Mary’s Church, Manuka Street, Nelson. If you intend on going, 
please let the Parish Office know, as we need to give numbers for catering purposes by 20th March. 

Good Friday Service!! The St Mary’s Youth Group presents this every year. Starting this Sunday there 
will be practice after 10am Mass. If you want to be involved,  Contact Mieke & Maurice Davies for details : 
0223918584   

CathNews New Zealand shares the big news from the Catholic Church and stories of relevance to  
Catholics every Tuesday and Friday. Sign up for the free digital newsletter and read the latest  
stories:   CathNews New Zealand 

St Mary’s Preschool Parish Reps: Do you have children or grandchildren or just have a heart for  

children and you want to support the work of our Catholic character environment? We need 2 parish reps. 

There are just 8 monthly meetings a year. If you are interested, please contact Fr Sony. 

We are looking at training altar servers again for St Mary’s and have put aside time on 12th April after 
10am mass to start the process. If your child is interested, please come along. 

Anointing Mass in Blenheim: 1st Friday of every month at 12.05pm Mass at St Mary’s. 

On Saturday 21 March, at St. Mary's, there will be a special Lenten morning of prayer and reflection on 
the theme of repentance and forgiveness. All are welcome.  

https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103
https://www.passionists.com/daily-reflection/
https://cathnewsnz.com/


Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP– ParishPriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  

Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP—jacob.kuman@passionists.com 

Community leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP pdgardiner@gmail.com 

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM — maureencsmsm1@gmail.com — 03 319 5385  

Seminarian: Br TJ Nguyen 

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies — stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz — 022 391 8584 

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Blair McLean      Finance Committee Chair:  Tom Harrison 

Mass & Liturgy Schedules  
Saturday 14th Mar 
Blenheim 9.30am W&C 

4th Sun of Lent 
Sat 14th Mar 
Blenheim 5pm –W&C 
Picton 5pm—W&C 
Sun 15th March 
Seddon 8am - Mass  
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am– Youth Mass  
Blenheim 5pm – Mass 

Tuesday-17th March 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass 
Kaikoura 9.30am W&C 
 

Wednesday–18th Mar 
Picton 9.30am –Mass 
Kaikoura 9:30am –W&C 
Blenheim 12.05pm –Mass  

Thursday 19th Mar 
Blenheim 9.30am - Mass 
Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C 
Kaikoura 10am Scripture 
Picton– 5.15pm Stations of the 
cross then Adoration 

Friday-20th Mar 
Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C then 
Stations of the Cross 
Blenheim 11am - Exposition 
Blenheim 11.30am -Reconciliation 
Blenheim 12.05pm –Mass 
Blenheim 6.15pm Stations of 
the Cross followed by Mass at 
7pm 

Saturday 21st Mar 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed 
by reconciliation 

5th Sun  of Lent 
Sat 21st Mar 
Blenheim 5pm –Mass 
Picton 5pm—Mass 

Sun 22nd Mar 
Seddon 8am - Mass  
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am- Mass  
Blenheim 5pm – Mass 

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

         Quotes from the Popes 

Readings for:15-22 Mar2026 
Sun 15 Mar–4th Sun of Lent 
Samuel16:1,6-7,10-13 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41  

 

Mon 16 Mar 
Isaiah 65:17-21 
John 4:43-54 
 

Tues 17 Mar-St Patrick 
Jeremiah 1:4-9 
Acts 13:46-49 
Luke 10:1-2,17-20 
 

Wed 18 Mar 
Isaiah 49:8-15 
John 5:17-30 
 

Thurs 19 Mar-St Joseph,  
 husband of Mary 
2Samuel 7:4-5,12-14,16 
Romans 4:13,16-18,22 
Matt 1:16,18-21,24 
 

Fri 20 Mar 
Wisdom 2:1,12-22 
John 7:1-2,10,25-30 
 

Sat 21 Mar 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 
John 7:40-52  

 

Sun 22 Mar–5th Sun of Lent 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45  

Find peace in God’s Word 

Remembering the Holy souls —

May they Rest In Peace  

Collections: We are most  
grateful for your support. 

Last Week:  

Total: $3,677.12   

If you would like to contribute to 
the running costs of the Parish, 
here is our account number: 
 Star of the Sea Parish 
 02-0600-0154396-00  

Please put “Planned Giving” in 
the reference so we know its  
purpose and contact Ginetta at the 
Parish Office for a giving number 
before starting online banking so 
you can claim on your donations 
each year. Please remember to 
update the office with your 
change of address. 

Community Foodbanks: 
Our Community Food Banks help people in 

need.  
  

The bins in our churches are cleared 
every week so donations can be made 

outside of the times listed.  

1st Sunday @ Kaikoura  
All Sundays @ Picton & Blenheim 

Please consider donating nonperishable 
goods: Canned tomatoes, fruit, vegetables,  
canned spaghetti, canned Baked beans, 
canned Fish, Sugar, rice, Soup mix, 
Flour, Pasta sauce, spreads, Longlife 
milk, Breakfast cereals, Weetbix, salt, 

Pasta, school lunch items. 

Intentions: please keep these  

parishioners in your  prayers. 

Donna Lippiatt; 
Luke Clayton; 
Nancy Spatz; 
Phil Best; 
Esme Murphy; 
Eileen Moreland; 
Glenn Ormsby; 
Craig & Viv Grant; 
Charlotte Cagney; 
Terry Price; 
Maria Prutten; 
Russell Millar; 
Lex & Mary Agnew; 
Robin O’Kane; 
Michael Carmody; 
 

Nancy Woolford-
Stayner; 
Peter Smith; 
Margaret Searle; 
Rilee Wright; 
Elizabeth & Don 
Boyd; 
Catherine; 
Tuakoi Kula; 
Celine Fletcher; 
Francesca Perkins; 

And those unnamed 
that need our  
prayers at this time.  

Ron Peters; 
Sr Bertha Hurley 
smsm; 
Fr Pat Maloney-NLSN; 

Ian Barnes; 
Jane Caldwell; 
Nona Thomas; 
Ossie Hickman,  

Hickman friends & 
family;  
Frank & Jane Harris; 
Also all our deceased  
parishioners and  
benefactors. 

 

 

If you, or a loved one, are in hospital or at 
home unable to get out, in Blenheim contact 
Mary Tolan 021 184 0617 to arrange for a 
Eucharistic Minister to bring out Communion 
to you. For Kaikoura, ring Patsy Buttle, 021 
584 968 

‘We lift up our humble prayer to the Lord, so that the thunderous sound of bombs may 
cease, weapons may fall silent, and a space for dialogue may open up in which the voice 
of the people can be heard. I entrust this intention to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of 
Peace, that she may intercede for those who suffer because of war and lead hearts along 
the paths of reconciliation and hope.’ Pope Leo XIV, Angelus, 8 March 2026  

mailto:maureencsmsm@gmail.com
https://press.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/angelus/2026/documents/20260308-angelus.html

