
Te Whetu O Te Moana /Star of the Sea Marlborough Catholic Parish 

From the Sounds to the Sea, the Mountains to the Plains, We Are One Mission. One Parish.  
Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 
T. 03 578 0038  EM. office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
FB. Star of the Sea Marlborough (906 followers)  
Web. www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347 
Mass-UTube: https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103  

A Warm Welcome to Our Parish Family of Marlborough 

We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in  faith together, and taking  
the Gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond. 

Newsletter 01, 1st February 2026 

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

Men’s breakfasts will be held on the first Sunday of each Month at 8am.  The locations will vary. Please 
contact Maurice Davies at 0274445506 to be added to the Star of the Sea Men’s What’s app group. 

Are you looking for a daily reflection. Click on the link below which takes you to the Passionist Website and their daily 
reflections. Daily Reflection | The Passionists  

We are already pretty much through the first month of 2026 and as I sit here and write the for the first 
newsletter of the year , I think of all the promise and excitement that 2026 will bring to us all spiritually, 
physically and mentality. But this year has started tough for a lot of us , there have been some very sad 
tragic events happen in Blenheim, NZ, and the world. The loss of some of our worshiped parishioners this 
month has really affected myself and I’m sure many others in some way in our catholic community. 

The celebration of Paul McClean’s life on the 25th of January was a great celebration of a wonderful caring 
soulful man, who passed away way too soon. Also, the loss of a Johan Van der Geest another great man 
and parishioner we will miss his charm and faithfulness. I’m sure they both have a place in heaven looking 
down on us with smile. Reading this week’s Gospel from Mathew about Jesus on the mountain and how he 
spoke to his disciples and how he told to them about being happy in tough situations “Happy those who 
morn and, they will be comforted “ As a Pastoral parish council , we and the other committees have a busy 
year planned for our community centres and welcome any feed back on how we do/run the Parishes. 

Two very important dates to lock into your calendar this month of February are “A night at the Conclave “, 
Cardinal John Dew shares his story, this will be a sold-out event at our St Marys Parish, on the 21st of Feb-
ruary so book your tickets !(info in this newsletter) 

The second celebration is the ordination of TJ, Tuan Van Nguyen on Saturday the 28th February at 11am, a 
very special occasion for TJ and our parish community lead by Archbishop Paul. 

So, as we climb the mountain of 2026 remember some words from Tina Conor McClean speech honouring 
her soul mate Paul last week . 

1. Make more moment’s where you can enjoy and live for the day. 

2. Keep developing your spirituality so that you are brought closer to the truth , love, and peace 

3. Count all the blessings you have , there are many. 

God Bless,  

Blair McLean, Parish council chair. 

   Cardinal John Dew– Talk “A Night at the Conclave”: On 21st February, Cardinal 
John will be giving a his insights about his time in Rome around the 2025 Conclave. This will be 
at 7pm in St Mary’s Church. Tickets can be purchased at Humanitix. There is QR code on the 
poster to use. 

You are all cordially invited to the ordination to the Diaconate of Br. Nguyen Van Tuan (TJ) on 
28th Feb, 2026. At 11am at Saint Mary's Blenheim by Archbishop Paul Martin SM  

This year Waitangi Day falls on a Friday, that’s the 6th February, and there will be Mass in the Church at 
9.30am. We invite those attending to stay for a cuppa and bring along some food to share.  

New rosters to be collated over the next 2 weeks. Eucharistic Ministers and Hospitality Volunteers need-
ed for 5pm Saturday. Please advise Lorraine of your availability email: trukwalker@gmail.com or 
0276246264 

The Blenheim Society of St Vincent de Paul invites parishioners to consider becoming Conference  
members. We support our community with prayer,  financial aid and visitations.  Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday 10th Feb after 9.30 Mass in the Meeting Room Parish Office or phone 02041188521 for more  
information. We also need volunteers for Our Vinnies shop, if you have thought about helping your  
community with volunteer work consider helping at Vinnies. Two shifts 9.50am to 12.30 pm or 12.30pm 
to 3.10pm please phone 02041188521 to leave a message for Annette. 

  Vinnies is in need of linen, if you are downsizing, upgrading or changing colour schemes please  
  remember Vinnies. We need sheets, towels, duvets, phone 03 5778378 for pick up or use the  
  Collection Bin in the church carpark. 

https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103
https://www.passionists.com/daily-reflection/
mailto:trukwalker@gmail.com


Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP– ParishPriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  

Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP—jacob.kuman@passionists.com 

Community leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP pdgardiner@gmail.com 

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM — maureencsmsm1@gmail.com — 03 319 5385  

Seminarian: Br TJ Nguyen 

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies — stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz — 022 391 8584 

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Blair McLean      Finance Committee Chair:  Tom Harrison 

Mass & Liturgy Schedules  
Saturday 31st Jan 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed 
by reconciliation 

4th Sun of Ordinary Time 
Sat 31st Jan 
Blenheim 5pm –Mass 
Picton 5pm—Mass  
Sun 1st February 
Seddon 8am - Mass,  
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am- Mass  
Blenheim 5pm – Mass 

Tuesday-3rd Feb 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass 
Kaikoura 9.30am W&C 
 

Wednesday–4th Feb 
Picton 9.30am  Mass 
Kaikoura 9:30am W&C 
Blenheim 12.05pm  

Thursday 5th Feb 
Blenheim 9.30am - Mass 
Kaikoura 9.30am -W&C  
Kaikoura 10am Scripture 
Picton– 5.15pm Adoration 

Friday-6th Feb– Waitangi Day 
Kaikoura 9.30am –Mass 
Blenheim 9.30am –Mass 

Saturday 7th Feb 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed 
by reconciliation 

5th Sun of Ordinary Time 
Sat 7th Feb 
Blenheim 5pm –Mass 
Picton 5pm—Mass 

Sun 8th Feb 
Seddon 8am - Mass,  
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am- Mass  

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

         Quotes from the Popes 

Readings for: 
1st–8th Feb 2026 
Sun 1 Feb-4th Sun of Ord 
Zephaniah 2:3,3:13-13 
1Cor 1:26-31  
Matthew 5:1-12  

Mon 02 Feb-Presentation of the 
Lord 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40 

Tues 03 Feb 

2Sam18:9-10,14,24-25,30-19:3 
Mark 5:21-43 
 

Wed 04 Feb 
2Sam 24:2,9-17 
Mark 6:1-6 
 

Thurs 05 Feb-St Agatha 
1Kngs2:1-4,10-12 
Mark 1:7-13 
 

Fri 06 Feb-Waitangi Day 
Eccles. 47:2-11 
Mark 6:14-29 
 

Sat 07 Feb-St Paul Miki & Comp. 
1Kings 3:4-13 
Mark 6:30-34  

 

Sun 08 Feb–5th Sun of Ord 
Isaiah 58:7-10 
1Cor 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16  

Find peace in God’s Word 

Remembering the Holy souls —

May they Rest In Peace  

Collections: We are most  
grateful for your support. 

Last Week:  

Total: $3,630.46 

Christmas Dues: $2558.86 total for 
this year. 

If you would like to contribute to 
the running costs of the Parish, 
here is our account number: 
 Star of the Sea Parish 
 02-0600-0154396-00  

Please put “Planned Giving” in 
the reference so we know its  
purpose and contact Ginetta at the 
Parish Office for a giving number 
before starting online banking so 
you can claim on your donations 
each year.  

Community Foodbanks: 
Our Community Food Banks help people in 

need.  
  

The bins in our churches are cleared 
every week so donations can be made 

outside of the times listed.  

1st Sunday @ Kaikoura  
All Sundays @ Picton & Blenheim 

Please consider donating nonperishable 
goods: Canned tomatoes, fruit, vegetables,  
canned spaghetti, canned Baked beans, 
canned Fish, Sugar, rice, Soup mix, 
Flour, Pasta sauce, spreads, Longlife 
milk, Breakfast cereals, Weetbix, salt, 

Intentions: please keep these  

parishioners in your  prayers. 

Donna Lippiatt; 
Luke Clayton; 
Nancy Spatz; 
Phil Best; 
Esme Murphy; 
Eileen Moreland; 
Glenn Ormsby; 
Craig & Viv Grant; 
Charlotte Cagney; 
Terry Price; 
Maria Prutten; 
Russell Millar; 
Lex & Mary Agnew; 
Robin O’Kane; 
Michael Carmody; 
Francesca Perkins; 

Nancy Woolford-
Stayner; 
Peter Smith; 
Margaret Searle; 
Anne Rundle; 
Aveera & Araylee 
Marsh; 
Rilee Wright; 
Elizabeth & Don 
Boyd; 
Catherine; 
 

and those unnamed 
that need our  
prayers at this time.  

Gavin Wilkinson; 
Fr Earl Crotty sm; 
Jane Caldwell; 
Theresia Schoffelmeer 
Paul McClean; 
Johan Van der Geest; 
 
Tricia & Brian Stretch, 
Libby Laurent; 

Don Grady; 
Mick & Vera Murphy; 
James Gallagher; 

 

Also all our deceased  
parishioners and  
benefactors. 

 

If you, or a loved one, are in hospital or at 
home unable to get out, in Blenheim contact 
Mary Tolan 021 184 0617 to arrange for a 
Eucharistic Minister to bring out Communion 
to you. For Kaikoura, ring Patsy Buttle, 021 
584 968 

“In this age, marked by so many seemingly interminable wars, by internal and social divisions that create mistrust and 
fear, St Francis continues to speak …because his life points to the authentic source of peace…Peace with God, peace 
among human beings, and with creation are inseparable dimensions of a single call to universal reconciliation." Pope Leo 
XIV – letter to Ministers General of the Conference of the Franciscan family 10 January 2026  

I ask everyone to accompany this pilgrimage of reconciliation with the world that is our home and to help make it more 
beautiful, because that commitment has to do with our personal dignity and highest values.  Laudate Deum #69  

Action: In this Special Jubilee Year marking 800 years since St Francis death, what message does the life of St Francis, 
offer to you?  

mailto:maureencsmsm@gmail.com
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2026/01/10/0027/00055.html

