
Te Whetu O Te Moana /Star of the Sea Marlborough Catholic Parish 

From the Sounds to the Sea, the Mountains to the Plains, We Are One Mission. One Parish.  
Parish Office: 61 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 
T. 03 578 0038  EM. office@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
FB. Star of the Sea Marlborough (932 followers)  
Web. www.staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  
Emergency Cell: 027 296 7347 
Mass-UTube: https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103  

A Warm Welcome to Our Parish Family of Marlborough. Our Mission Statement is: 

We are joy-filled missionary disciples: walking in Christ’s light, growing in  faith together, and taking  
the Gospel and the love of Jesus to the people of Marlborough and beyond. 

Newsletter 11, 12th April 2026 

Divine Mercy Sunday   

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

 

Blenheim Women’s Friendship Group: Will be at the Omaka Heritage Centre Café from 
10am on the 4th Wednesday of the month and meet next on 22nd April. Feel free to bring a 
friend.  

150th Anniversary of St Mary’s Church: On 29th September 1878, St Mary’s Church was opened and 
we want to celebrate this milestone in 2028. We need a committee to put this event together and start 
looking at ideas now. If you think you can contribute, please contact Ginetta at the office. 

Are you looking for a daily reflection. Click on the link below which takes you to the Passionist Website and their daily 
reflections. Daily Reflection | The Passionists  

Those wanting to say the Our Father in another language at 5pm and 10am BHM weekend masses, please  
contact Belinda Vavasour 021 774 858. 

Blessings of Peace and Joy of Risen Christ to all as we continue our journey. 

As Passionists and disciples of St. Paul of the Cross, we reflect on the significance of our charism amidst 
today's chaos. St. Paul writes, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake” (Col 1:24), emphasising our 
participation in Christ’s redemptive work, not its incompleteness. 

Mary, as the Sorrowful Mother, embodies the union of Passion and compassion, crucial for our mission. 
Many around the globe, especially in regions like Myanmar, Sudan, Haiti, Yemen and the wars that is  
going on, face suffering and humanitarian crises. The world urgently needs love,  
compassion, and forgiveness.  

What remains open is our sharing in that suffering, our entering into it, and our  
allowing it to take shape in our own lives for the sake of others. What Paul is  
describing is a mystery of communion. It speaks powerfully and counterculturally in a 
world which often glorifies individualism. Christ suffers for the Church and on the  
Divine Mercy Sunday, we celebrate hope, knowing that God’s compassion transcends 
sin. As Passionists, we strive to bring the wisdom of the Cross to the suffering through 
presence, preaching, and care, entering into the world’s pain rather than observing 
from a distance. 

Pray well. Ponder deeply.   
May the Passion of Jesus Christ always be in our hearts. 
Fr Sony CP 

We are looking at training altar servers again for St Mary’s and have put aside time on 12th April after 
10am mass to start the process. If your child is interested, please come along. 

   A night at the Conclave with Cardinel John Dew. This previously postponed event is now 
going to be on Saturday the 6th of June at 7.00pm St Marys Church. More info to come soon. We are 
looking for sponsorship to cover the cost of hosting this event. If you want some publicity for your  
business, contact Ginetta at the office. 

Easter Liturgies: Thank you to all who assisted in the Easter liturgies this year, across the parish.  
The Youth Committee would like to celebrate the wonderful effort of our young people who participated in 
the Good Friday service! So much time, talent and dedication showed through with a powerful  
performance, well done everyone!  

The Sacramental Program for 2026, in Blenheim, begins with First Reconciliation classes on Sunday 
26th April at 9am in the Parish Centre for 4 Sundays. Children must be baptised and at least 8yrs old. For  
registration forms and full program timeline please contact the Parish Office or Lorraine 276246264, email 
trukwalker@gmail.com  For Kaikoura, please contact Sr Maureen. 

During his Easter message, Pope Leo invites all this weekend to join him in praying for peace in the 
world.  In response, we will have a short prayer for peace after Mass today, asking for Our Lady’s  
intercession for peace, praying with Pope Leo and invoking peace in our own lives. 

https://youtube.com/@staroftheseaparish4103
https://www.passionists.com/daily-reflection/
mailto:trukwalker@gmail.com


Parish Priest: Fr Sony Kannanaikal CP– ParishPriest@staroftheseamarlb.co.nz  

Assistant Priest: Fr Jacob Kuman CP—jacob.kuman@passionists.com 

Community leader: Fr Peter Gardiner CP pdgardiner@gmail.com 

Pastoral Assist: Sr Maureen Connor SMSM — maureencsmsm1@gmail.com — 03 319 5385  

Deacon: Br TJ Nguyen 

Youth Ministers: Maurice & Mieke Davies — stmarysyouthgroup@xtra.co.nz — 022 391 8584 

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Blair McLean      Finance Committee Chair:  Tom Harrison 

Mass & Liturgy Schedules  
Fr Sony away till 10th May 
Saturday 11th April 
Blenheim 9.30am Mass followed 
by reconciliation 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Sat 11th April 
Blenheim 5pm –Mass 
Picton 4pm—Mass 
Sun 12th April 
Seddon 8am - W&C 
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am– Mass  
Blenheim 3pm -Adoration & 
 Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 4.45pm- Benediction 
Blenheim 5pm – W&C 

Tuesday-14th April 
Blenheim 9.30am W&C 
Kaikoura 9.30am W&C 
 

Wednesday–15th April 
Picton 9.30am  W&C 
Kaikoura 9:30am W&C 
Blenheim 12.05pm –Mass 

Thursday 16th April 
Blenheim 9.30am - W&C 
Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C 
Kaikoura 10am Scripture 
Picton– 5.15pm Adoration 

Friday-17th April 
Kaikoura 9.30am –W&C 
Blenheim 11am - Exposition 
Blenheim 12.05pm –Mass 

Saturday 18th April 

Blenheim 9.30am W&C followed 

by reconciliation 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Sat 18th April 
Blenheim 5pm –W&C 
Picton 4pm—Mass 

Sun 19th April 
Seddon 8am - Mass  
Kaikoura 9.30am– Mass  
Blenheim 10am– Mass 
Blenheim 5pm –W&C 

Parish Calendar, News & Notices 

         Quotes from the Popes 

Readings:05-12 Apr2026 
Sun 12 April– Divine Mercy 
Sunday 
Acts 2:42-47 
1Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31  
 

Mon 13 April 
Acts 2:14,22-32 
Matt 28:8-15 
 

Tues 14 April 
Acts 2:26-41 
John 20:11-18 
 

Wed 15 April 
acts 3:1-10 
Luke 24:13-35 
 

Thurs 16 April 
Acts 3:11-26 
Luke 24:35-48 
 

Fri 17 April 
Acts 4:23-37 
John 21:1-14 
 

Sat 18 April 
Acts 5:1-16 
Mark 16:9-15  

 

Sun 19 April-3rd Sun of  
Easter 
Acts 2:14,22-28 
1Peter 1:17-21 
Luke 24:13-35   
 

Remembering the Holy souls —

May they Rest In Peace  

Collections: We are most grateful for your 
support. 

Last Week:  

Total: $2,064.37   

If you would like to contribute to the running 
costs of the Parish, here is our account  
number: Star of the Sea Parish 
 02-0600-0154396-00  

Please put “Planned Giving” in the  
reference so we know its purpose and  
contact Ginetta at the Parish Office for a  
giving number before starting online banking 
so you can claim on your donations each 
year. Please remember to update the 
office with your change of address. 

Community Foodbanks: 
Our Community Food Banks help 

people in need.  
  

The bins in our churches are 
cleared every week so  

donations can be made outside 
of the times listed.  

1st Sunday @ Kaikoura  
All Sundays @ Picton &  

Blenheim 
Please consider donating  

nonperishable goods: Canned  
tomatoes, fruit, vegetables,  

canned spaghetti, canned Baked 
beans, canned Fish, Sugar, 
rice, Soup mix, Flour, Pasta 

sauce, spreads, Longlife milk, 
Breakfast cereals, Weetbix, 

salt, Pasta, school lunch items. 

Intentions: please keep these  

parishioners in your  prayers. 

Donna Lippiatt; 
Luke Clayton; 
Nancy Spatz; 
Phil Best; 
Esme Murphy; 
Eileen Moreland; 
Glenn Ormsby; 
Craig & Viv Grant; 
Charlotte Cagney; 
Terry Price; 
Maria Prutten; 
Russell Millar; 
Lex & Mary Agnew; 
Robin O’Kane; 
Michael Carmody; 
 

Nancy Woolford-
Stayner; 
Peter Smith; 
Margaret Searle; 
Rilee Wright; 
Elizabeth & Don 
Boyd; 
Catherine; 
Tuakoi Kula; 
Francesca Perkins; 
Shirley Hawtin; 

And those unnamed 
that need our  
prayers at this time.  

Celine Fletcher; 
Sipa Robson; 
Diane Taylor; 
Kathie Tomlinson; 

Norman Thornton; 
Denise Duncan; 
Mary O’Halloran; 
Marie Fredericks; 

 
Also all our deceased  
parishioners and  
benefactors. 

 

 

 

If you, or a loved one, are in hospital or at 
home unable to get out, in Blenheim contact 
Mary Tolan 021 184 0617 to arrange for a 
Eucharistic Minister to bring out Communion 
to you. For Kaikoura, ring Patsy Buttle, 021 
584 968 

‘Peace be with you all!  Dear brothers and sisters, these are the first words spoken by the risen Christ, the 
Good Shepherd who laid down his life for God’s flock. I would like this greeting of peace to resound in your 
hearts, in your families, among all people, wherever they may be, in every nation and throughout the 
world. Peace be with you! It is the peace of the risen Christ. A peace that is unarmed and disarming,  
humble and persevering. A peace that comes from God, the God who loves us all, unconditionally.’  
Pope Leo XIV, First Address, 8 May 2025  

mailto:maureencsmsm@gmail.com
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/urbi/documents/20250508-prima-benedizione-urbietorbi.html

