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I am pleased to confirm our staffing arrangements 

for 2025. Class placements for students will be 

confirmed at the end of this school year before the 

summer break.

While we always consider parent requests for 

class placement, we cannot guarantee that all will 

be fulfilled. Rest assured that our team carefully 

considers each child’s academic, social, and 

emotional needs, along with classroom dynamics.

As part of our process, we always allow a 6-week 

adjustment period for children to settle into their 

new classes. During this time, we do not make 

changes to class placements. Any changes would 

have a domino effect across the school, impacting 

the placement of all children. We ask for your 

understanding as we trust that your child will settle 

in during this period. If after 6 weeks your child is 

still having difficulties adjusting, you are welcome to 

contact our Deputy Principal, Ayn Harris, to arrange 

a face-to-face meeting to discuss your concerns.

Building Projects 2025
We have two building projects underway from the 

second week of December and into 2025. We have 

been hoping for these projects to commence for 

some time.

•	 Structural weather tight works on the southside 

of Kiwi & Piwakawaka blocks Term 1 2025.

•	 Modernisation and structural works on Kea, Ruru, 

and Te Hokioi classrooms Term 2 2025.

This means that Kiwi and Piwakawaka classes will be 

based elsewhere for Term 1 2025 as outlined on the 

next page. They return to these spaces by the end of 

Term 1 2025.

The Kea, Rūru, and Te Hokioi classroom upgrades 

will commence once Kiwi & Piwakawaka are 

complete. This project will achieve greater flexibility, 

additional work space, and modern classrooms for 

these remaining three buildings which are the last 

to receive any modernisation works. Kea & Rūru 

Kia ora koutou Rā Whakangahau Festival 2024- See page 4



classes will move to Piwakawaka in Term 2. Jess 

Hacket, who will be based in Pukeko teaching Year 

1&2, will be able to move to Kea during Term 3.

Tui will operate as a three classroom block while 

these projects are being done for our middle school 

children. The Ministry of Education deems this space 

suitable as a three teacher space because of the 

building area. In the past, we have chosen to use this 

space for only 2 teachers to allow for more flexibility. 

However, given the project work happening, we will 

be using it as a 3 teacher space, as it was designed 

to cater for. Tui Jordan will be able to move to Rūru 

during Term 3.

We have considered multiple configuration options 

for 2025, working closely with the project manager 

and Ministry property team. This plan is the least 

disruptive for all school operations. The following 

page outlines a summary of decisions now in place 

for 2025.

2025 Staffing Summary
Leadership Team - fully Released

Principal: Andrew King

Deputy Principal: Ayn Harris

Team Leaders

•	 Mauao (Y0-2 Team), Sarah Weston

•	 Puwhenua (Y3-4 Team), Nick Dowson

•	 Waimapu(Y5-6 Team), Alaina Parkinson

•	 Otanewainuku (Y7-8), Robert Lewis  

	 (and Teaching Deputy Principal)

Teaching Teams & Classrooms
Otanewainuku                    

Year 7/8     Robert Lewis	   Korimako

Year 7/8     Demelza Pendergrast  Korimako

Waimapu

Year 5/6     Ollie Lee	  Kotare

Year 5/6     Jenny T 	  Kotare

Year 5/6     Luke Cowman	 Multipurpose Room*

*After all the building works are completed, this class 

may move to Pukeko during Term 3 or remain in the 

Multipurpose Room.

Puwhenua                 

Year 3/4     Nick Dowson	 Tui

Year 3/4     Jordan Williams	 Tui*    

Year 3/4     Sarah Kruger (new teacher)    Tui

Year 3/4     Sarah Poharama 	 Pukeko**

*Jordan Williams may move to Rūru during Term 3

**Sarah Poharama will be a classroom teacher in 

2025 in place of Trista Carter

Mauao                   

Year 0/1     Sarah Weston 	   Kiwi  

(Based in Te Hokioi in the first half of Term 1)*

Year 0/1     Anna Mullder 	 Kiwi 

(Based in Te Hokioi in the first half of Term 1)*

Year 1/2     Jess Hackett		  Pukeko**

Year 1/2     Amy Harrison		 Rūru***

Year 1/2     Catriona MacFarlane	 Kea***

*Sarah and Anna will be based in Te Hokioi for 

the first part of  Term 1 while building works are 

completed in Kiwi. They return to Kiwi in the second 

half of Term 1. There are only 15-20 New entrants 

in Term 1 2025 and so Te Hokioi is suitable to 

accommodate them.

**Jess Hackett may move to Kea during Term 3

***Amy & Catriona will move back into Piwakawaka 

in the second half of Term 1 after the Piwakawaka 

works are complete

By the end of both projects (during Term 3), our 

spare buildings for music, assemblies, and other 

activities will either be:

•	 Te Hokioi & one side of Pukeko OR

•	 Te Hokioi and the Multipurpose Room

The Library will remain available throughout the year 

while the building works are happening.

We are looking into how we offer Music in Term 

1 through to mid Term 3. There are options, such 

as the use of the library and northern sides of 

Piwakawaka and Kiwi.
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Other teacher staffing

SENCo, Alaina Parkinson

Specialist Teacher (Literacy Support, ESOL),  

Tanya Benge

CRT Release Teachers: Trista Carter, Alaina Parkinson 

and one other TBC

We remain in the process of allocating permanent 

positions to our Office Staff roles, Teacher Aide 

positions, and other support staff roles. This will 

be confirmed before the end of the year, with 

confirmation of hours for other programmes as 

well such as Music, Kapa Haka, Garden to Table, The 

Shed, and Sports Coordinator.

Kimberley Peddle will return to Ōropi in Term 3 2025 

from her Maternity Leave as a release teacher. Abby 

Dansey has resigned from her role as she will be 

moving to Australia with her family.

As I am sure everyone can appreciate, this is a 

complex operation as we factor in building works for 

2025 and your understanding is appreciated. It will 

be exciting once it is all complete.

Ngā mihi nui,

Andrew King

Principal

www.oropi.school.nz

Marimba 
Festival 
2024

Our talented Marimba students had an incredible experience 

performing at the Marimba Festival hosted by Matua School. 

Despite the earlier rain, the skies cleared just in time for the event, 

allowing them to shine. Joined by a large number of students 

from schools across Tauranga, the festival showcased impressive 

performances from all. It was a fantastic opportunity for our 

students to demonstrate the skills they’ve honed throughout the 

year with our dedicated music teacher, Katy. Thanks Katy



What an incredible celebration of kapa haka and tamariki talent! This annual festival is a 

highlight for schools across the region, providing a platform for children to perform and 

embrace the beauty of te reo Māori and Māori culture. Our school took the stage with 

mana and pride, delivering an outstanding performance that left the audience inspired.

A heartfelt thank you to Teowhai Webster and Mrs. Tappenden for their dedication and 

hard work in preparing our tamariki for this event. Your guidance and passion have 

truly allowed them to shine. Ngā mihi nui to everyone involved for making this such a 

memorable occasion.



Summer is only a couple of weeks away now, 

and while the weather has been mainly fine, 

the temperatures, specially at night can still be 

a bit chilly. Our summer seedlings are doing 

well in their straw covered beds but haven’t 

done too much growing yet. They are definitely 

waiting for higher temperatures. The straw on 

the garden beds does not only look neat, but it 

also keeps the weeds down, keeps the moisture 

in the soil and creates a nice environment for 

soil microbes and worms to thrive. Mulching 

your garden beds is always a good idea, the 

soil should not be left bare, and all sorts of 

degradable things can be used: Leaves, lawn 

clippings, old silage...

In week 4 and 5 the garden groups have been 

busy weeding, watering, fertilizing, sowing 

seeds and looking after the chickens. While 

we have been concentrating on summer 

vegetables in the garden, the kitchen groups 

were still cooking with our winter vegetables: 

Leek, broccoli, cauliflower, snow peas, carrot, 

parsnip, beetroot and kale. In week 4 Kea, Rūrū 

and Tūī Williams made a vegetable quiche, 

salad and lemon curd crumble cake and in 

week 5 Pīwakawaka and Tūī Dowson cooked a 

one pot pasta primavera. That dish was quite 

interesting because all the ingredients go in at 

once and there are less dishes to clean. There 

was also a salad on the side and rhubarb and 

orange mini cakes for dessert.



Thank You, 
Genera 
Biosecurity
A huge shoutout to 

Genera Biosecurity for 

your awesome $3,000 

sponsorship of our Garden 

to Table programme!  

Thanks to your support, our 

tāmariki  are growing more 

than just veggies – they’re 

learning skills for life and 

having heaps of fun along  

the way.

You’re helping us plant  

seeds for a brighter future!



We need your help! We’re asking families to contribute food in the form of sandwiches, 
savoury finger food, cakes, or slices to provide a special lunch for our guests. With your 
support, all proceeds from this event will go directly to our Garden to Table programme.

Please contact the school office if you are able to help!

VIN
TAGE

CAR
SHOW

Ōropi School is thrilled to welcome the  
Vintage Car Club on December 11th! 

Students will get a chance to view these beautifully restored cars  
on our school grounds, while our visitors enjoy a delicious lunch.



Ōropi School is hosting the Vintage Car Club on December 11th! We’re providing 
a special lunch for our visitors and need your help with food contributions 

like sandwiches, savouries, cakes, or slices.

All proceeds from the lunch will support our Garden to Table programme.
Contact the school office to get involved! Email:office@oropi.school.nz

VIN
TAGE

CAR
SHOW

Help Us Make Vintage  
Car Day a Success!
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Important Dates Term 4

Tech  
Mr Lee

Senior  
Athletics

Marimba 
Festival

Ra 
Whakangahau 
Festival

Senior  
Athletics  
Postpone-
ment

West Cluster 
Athletics

Reports 
and Class 
Placements 
Sent Out

Meet the 
Teacher - 
2025 /New 
Entrants visit

Junior School 
Trip

End of Year 
Prize Giving

Year 7/8 
Camp

Vintage Car 
Club Visit

Last Day of 
2024 Finish 
at 2.40pm

Year 8 
Speeches

Year 8 Dinner

West Cluster 
Hui - Pyes Pa 
School

Mr Lewis 
Tech

Tauranga 
Intermediate, 
TGC, TBC 
Orientation 
Morning

2024 End of  
Year Prize Giving
Join us on Wednesday, 4th December at Ōropi Hall  

for our End of Year Prize Giving. From 11:15am.  

We welcome all whānau to celebrate with us as we 

present awards, enjoy a Kapa Haka performance, bid 

farewell to staff, and come together in song.

Year 8 Speeches will follow this event from 1:30pm.
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Victory for the 
Ōropi Spikers!
What an exciting game last Friday. 

The Ōropi Spikers won 76 67 against 

Otumoetai.  The Team is improving 

its skills each game and most 

importantly they are having fun!

Be sure to check the Hero app for team draws and game times,  
and maintain communication with teammates and parent groups.

Senior Athletics Years 5 - 8
Congratulations to all our senior students 

for their fantastic participation, effort, and 

sportsmanship at this year’s Senior School 

Athletics Day. It was great to see so many 

perform so well after weeks of practice and 

preparation. A special shoutout to the Year 

5 and 6 students who have qualified to 

compete at the West Cluster Athletics event 

next week – well done and best of luck!

A huge thank you to all the parents who 

braved the drizzle and cold wind to cheer 

on our athletes – your support made the day 

even more special. Ka mau te wehi!
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ADMINISTRATION
Office hours at 8.30am to 3.30pm
Email: office@oropi.school.nz
Phone: (07) 543 1479

ABSENCES
If your child is absent from school, please notify  
by HERO, email or phone to the school office  
by 9.00am on the morning of the absence. 
School office: (07) 543 1479

BUS 
If you are collecting your child from school, you 
must notify the office before 2pm to allow 
enough time for us to update bus lists. Failure to 
communicate this often slows down the release 
of buses in the afternoon.

SIGN IN AND OUT 
In case of an emergency, and for health and 
safety reasons, we need to know who is on the 
school grounds. Please report to the office if you 
are picking up your child early, arriving late, or 
if they have been at an appointment and have 
returned to school.

UNIFORM ITEMS 
We have uniform items that are  
available to purchase through our  
school office. 
Sun hat $20.00 
Polo shirt $35.00 
Hoody $65.00 
Jacket $60.00

COOLER WEATHER 
Entering cooler months brings a shift in weather, 
which often means unpredictable conditions.  
As temperatures drop, it’s essential to prepare 
your children for potential changes in the climate. 
One practical step is ensuring they have a spare 
change of clothes readily available. Whether it’s 
unexpected rain showers, muddy playgrounds, 
or simply the chill in the air, having spare clothes 
on hand can keep your children comfortable and 
protected throughout the day.

PARKING 
For the safety of everyone, please cross the road at 
the road crossing by the bus turning bay.  
Do not walk across the road on blind corner.  
We encourage families to park at the Hall and 
walk up the path to school. Please use common 
sense and refrain from parking across the 
driveways of our neighbours.  
Please do not park in the staff car park.

NUTS & BOLTS 2024
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Order online by 9am
for delivery Thursday

Oropi School / Term 4 2024

2 Taurikura Dr
Tauranga Crossing

Tauranga 3171
07-543 0547

PLAIN PETITA PITA

Free Range Chicken Petita $6.00

Free Farmed Ham Petita $6.00

Roast Beef Petita $6.00

Falafel Petita $6.00

Garden Veggie Petita $5.50

Marmite Petita $5.50

Vegemite Petita $5.50

WHOLEMEAL PETITA PITA

Wholemeal Free Range Chicken Petita $6.00

Wholemeal Free Farmed Ham Petita $6.00

Wholemeal Roast Beef Petita $6.00

Wholemeal Falafel Petita $6.00

Wholemeal Garden Veggie Petita $5.50

Wholemeal Marmite Petita $5.50

Wholemeal Vegemite Petita $5.50

GLUTEN FREE PETITA PITA

GLUTEN FREE Free Range Chicken Petita $7.50

GLUTEN FREE Free Farmed Ham Petita $7.50

GLUTEN FREE Roast Beef Petita $7.50

GLUTEN FREE Pulled Pork Petita $7.50

GLUTEN FREE Garden Veggie Petita $7.00

PETITA SALAD BOX

Free Range Chicken Petita Salad Box $7.00

Free Farmed Ham Petita Salad Box $7.00

Roast Beef Petita Salad Box $7.00

Pulled Pork Petita Salad Box $7.00

Falafel Petita Salad Box $7.00

Garden Veggie Petita Salad Box $6.50

SIDES

Chocolate Chip Cookie $2.50

Brownie Chocolate Fudge $2.50

Brownie Chocolate Fudge GLUTEN FREE $2.80

Pita Chips with Aioli Dipping Sauce (large) $3.90

DRINKS

Cool Ridge Water 750ml $4.00

Charlies 200ml Tropical Juice $2.00

Charlies 200ml Blackcurrant Juice $2.00

Charlies 200ml Apple and Orange Juice $2.00

Order online... www.ezlunch.co.nz
Easily order & pay for your ezlunch using your 'myKindo' family

account. MyKindo is a payment portal for a variety of services at

schools and organisations. Your myKindo account can be

topped up by debit or credit card (fees apply), or by bank

transfer, in advance or at the time of purchase. To get started,

'create account' or log in to your existing myKindo account and

add a member or student. Go to www.ezlunch.co.nz.

Need help? Visit support.mykindo.co.nz or call

toll free 0800 EZLUNCH (09-869 5200)
8am-4pm Mon-Fri (except public holidays)


