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This week we are celebrating Matariki. We have a number
of events and activities planned for the week including
vertical learning groups getting together to learn about
Matariki, opportunities for shared kai, Whangai i te
Hautapu, and Hui - a - kura/matariki moment on the courts
on Friday. Matariki marks the beginning of the Maori New
Year (Te Tau Hou Maori). It represents a time of renewal
and new beginnings, a time when we remember those
who have passed away since the last Matariki, a time to
plan for the future, and a time to connect with the
environment.

Thank you to all the parents who attended our recent
community workshops on the new school reports. | hope it
helped you get some more clarity and understanding
around the new way of reporting to whanau and some of
the reasons behind it. It was great to see so many whanau
attending Parent Conversations last week.

We are saying farewell to James Penman, kaiako of A32
at the end of this week. James has been teaching at
Knighton Normal School since 2013 and has made a
significant impact on our school and children both in the
classroom and on the sports field. James, and his
whanau, will be heading over to Gisborne where James
will be taking on a new role of Year 3 and 4 Team leader at
his old school, Gisborne Central Primary School.

Matua Rawiri Blundell will be teaching in A32 for the rest
of the year. Rawiri has been the kaiako in A21 for the first
half of this year while Whaea Wai has been on Parental
Leave. Wai will return to kura and A21 next term.

We also welcome Julie Labrooy and Rachel Change to
our staff next term. Julie will be teaching our New Entrant
‘Roll Growth’ classroom out of A26. Rachel will be
teaching in A33 on Fridays and Whaea Meg will remain in
A33 for Mondays through to Thursdays. Both Julie and
Rachel know our school and tamariki well. A33 children
will be learning out of the Library space for the rest of the
year and A26 will be starting in their usual ‘Roll Growth’
classroom.

COLD DAYS, HOT NEWS
With our School app!

Download today
to keep up to
date with school
information.
School Alert Groups,
Cancellations,
Direct Absentees,
Contacts, School
Events, Daily
Notices. Plus Much
More!

Simple free download ;
e QR code o ay & rch
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People running.

Feet beating on the concrete.

Balls bouncing.

Sweat fills the air.

Excitement fizzes through my body.

Every Wednesday after school, rain or shine, | play
netball. | love it because | am able to play with my friends.
I love playing on attack because | like scoring. As a part of
the Knighton Wizards we train on Monday nights with the
fun Miss Sanko. She is the best coach and helps us love
netball even more. We are a Year 5-6 team, and in the
team we have: Saane, Emily, Maia, Kaamaiyah, Layla,
Victoria, Aholoi and me!

To acknowledge Positive Vibes Only Week, one
Wednesday, we all dressed up in pink and played, which
you can see in this photo. We played against a tough
team, but it was great to support an anti-bullying cause.
Even when players went down we were supporting each
other.

Netball is fun to play!
By Rhubee (Akomanga 5)

A couple of weeks ago we received a lovely email from
the parent of a St Columba's Primary netball player that
made us very proud as a school.

“It was a challenging match, but your students were
absolute stars. | was so touched by how encouraging one
of your girls was throughout the game. She even surprised
my son afterward with a block of chocolate, telling him he
played a great game. It was such a lovely gesture of
sportsmanship, so | wanted to ensure you knew what a
credit those students are to Knighton School.”

"ot
roreRry . Lost Property

Please come and look through the lost property
outside Mrs Cowie’s office tomorrow, 1st July.
Named items can be returned to children but
unfortunately most of the clothing and shoes that are
lost by children are unnamed.

All unnamed belongings that are not claimed will be
donated to charity in the holidays.



Literacy Challenge

Akomanaga 15 enthusiastically took on Whaea
Chrissy’s challenge to create their very own version
of Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr. A15
came up with their own original animals and colours
for the illustrations.

We are incredibly proud of A15 for stepping into the
role of not just authors, but illustrators as well. Their
imagination, effort, and collaboration truly shone
throughout this creative journey.

Come and check out their amazing book, proudly
displayed in the office!

Yesterday, Knighton competed in the Kotahitanga Ki
o Rahi Tournament against our local schools. The
students made good use of the skills that they had
learned during the past 2 terms. The Knighton
supporters loved learning about a new game, with
one Dad commenting that "this is as exciting as the
World Cup". All the students involved showed the
Knighton values and had a fantastic day. Thank you
to everyone involved; you did our kura, your whanau
and yourself proud!

Mr Penman - Akomanga 32
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Matariki Star Competition

We had some phenomenal entries to our
Matariki Star competition. Students had the
opportunity to design their very own Matariki
star, featuring their favourite book character, a
scene from a book, or even a book cover.

The Overall winners were:

Yr 0-1 Laylah - A24
Yr 2-3 Azala - A13
Year 4 Nina-Rose - A4
Year 5/6 Khayla - A28

RARS

What a great display of costumes we had on
our Character Day. Thank you to everyone
who made the effort to dress up.

Check out Johandri as Fancy Nancy, Lily the
Cowgirl, Geronimo Stilton, The Big Bad Wolf
and Hairy Maclary.
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“"awat’\“o Thanks to ovr artists

Where: On the deck outside A22
When: Open Tuesday and Wednesday all day
And Thursday until 1pm

Please follow the path and keep hands and fingers off the artwork. Also remember
there are classes in action behind the art so please be respectful with your noise

BREAKING NEWS

As Matariki rises over the Waikato we have a special wiki
at Knighton. The Maori New Year gives us an opportunity
to connect and create together, hence the arrival of our
first ever Matariki Mahi Toi Tunnel. IT IS STUNNING!

Many classes have worked hard and contributed their
Matariki-inspired art to this gorgeous display on the deck

in front of A22 - Te Hihiri. It really is beautiful. Journey Kids School Holiday Programme
Thanks to Ms Daniels, Whaea Mihi, Matua Rawiri, Whaea Journey Kids will be running a programme during the
Vicki, Whaea Ruby, Whaea Aria, Whaea Hannah, Whaea school holidays. Bookings need to be done on their
Angie, Mr Steve and Yumi for all your help, support and website www.journeykids.co.nz For more information
vision for this amazing project. contact admin@journeykids.co.nz

Please come and visit on one of the following days THIS Waikato Museum School Holiday Programme
WEEK only: Celebrating our Eels!

6th, 8th July 2026

$55 per day for ages 8 - 14

School Holiday Programme: Taonga Tuna!
Initial reviews include: Tanga Puuoro

“I loved the tunnel” 13th, 15th, 17th July 2026

“Iti . he b " $55 per day for ages 8 — 18
tis amazing, the best tunne School Holiday Programme: Taonga Puuoro
“Beautiful”

“Incredible”
We hope you are able to find time to come and Note your calendar

experience the tunnel before or after school, or even if
you are here during the day. Knighton kids are so
creative, and they are excited to share this with you.

e All day Tuesday and Wednesday
e Until 1pm on Thursday.

29 June - 3 July Manawatia a Matariki
3 July 9:00 - 10:50am Learning Community Hub

3 July 1:45pm Whole school Matariki Moment
Manawatia a Matariki e te whanau 3 July 3:00pm - End of term 2

Ms A - Akomanga 5 20 July 9:00am Term 3 starts

30th July - Berkley Information evening Y6 & whanau
3rd August - Peachgrove Open Day - Year 6s

3 August - 6:00pm - Board of Trustees Hui

28th August - Berkley enrolments for 2027 due

4th Sept - Peachgrove Enrolments for 2027 due

Nga mihi nui

Andrew Campbell

Principal



