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 Next week we will be celebrating Te Wiki o Te Reo 
 Māori/Maori Language Week. While the use of te reo 
 Māori is quite ‘normalised’ and widely used in our 
 kura, this week does provide a wonderful opportunity 
 to celebrate this beautiful (and official) language with 
 our tamariki and community. We will be engaging 
 with a variety of fun activities throughout the week 
 which we’re all looking forward to. 

 Last week was the annual Koroneihana held at 
 Turangawaewae Marae in Ngaruawāhia. It marked 
 the second anniversary of the coronation of the 
 Māori Queen, Te Arikinui Kuini Nga Wai Hono I Te 
 Po. Over the week, people from all over the country 
 and even the Pacific Islands gathered to celebrate 
 and remember loved ones who passed away over 
 the last year. Our Year 6’s from Te Hihiri attended 
 last Friday. 

 This week a community survey will go out to all 
 whånau seeking feedback that will help guide our 
 2027 Strategic Plan. 

 Lastly, our Deputy Principal, Barb Cowie, will be 
 retiring at the end of this year. Barb has been 
 working in education for forty four years and has 
 been at Knighton since 2001. Barb was team leader 
 of the year one and two team for a few years before 
 moving into the Deputy Principal role in 2007. Barb 
 will be greatly missed and we will ensure she gets a 
 fitting farewell. The Board has initiated the 
 appointments process for a replacement to start next 
 year. We are anticipating an appointment to be made 
 early next term. 

 Wacky Wheels Wednesday 

 Who's ready for Wacky Wheels Wednesday? On 
 Wednesday 16th September we are trying to  raise 
 money for the  Child Cancer Foundation  . Come to 
 school dressed as wacky as you would like and 
 please bring a  gold coin donation  .  The student 
 council is also going to hold a Wacky Wheels day. 
 Years 0-3 will be during the first break and years 4-6 
 will be during break two. Tamariki must remember 
 their helmet. They can bring scooters, skateboards, 
 roller skates and roller blades but  NO  bikes because 
 the court is too small for bikes. 

 The Student Council 

 The Lizard Man 

 Year 4 recently enjoyed an exciting visit from 

 David "The Lizard Man" to kick off their unit on 

 native skinks and geckos. Inspired by this 

 hands-on experience, students have been 

 learning why New Zealand’s native lizards are 

 so endangered, with  40% threatened and a 

 further 46% at risk of extinction  , largely due 

 to predation and habitat loss. Below is an 

 excerpt from Michelle Jeslyn's writing in A4. 

 Our skinks and geckos have this amazing 

 ability to drop their tail. They do this as a 

 distraction or a defence to protect them from 

 predators. Also, when they drop their tail it 

 wiggles for some minutes to distract the 

 predators so that it can run to safety. Lizards 

 are very much an endangered species in 

 Aotearoa because they are threatened by 

 introduced animals. To help them, you could 

 maybe build a lizard habitat in your garden or 

 keep your pets inside at night time. 

 Michelle - Akomanga 4 



 Interschools Cross Country 

 Inter-school cross-country.  Everyone is 
 lining up; butterflies turn into knots in my 
 stomach. I am excited and scared at the 
 same time. Crack! As soon as I hear that, I 
 am off. 
 I’m in 2nd place. I lose my leg strength, so I 
 walk for a bit, a few people pass me. 
 Another one is right behind me. I have to 
 give it my all at the end. I hear my own self 
 breathing hard. At the end, he caught up 
 to me, so I sprinted it. I held onto 5th place. 

 By Kayin Muir A28 
  

 Top 10 finishers: 

 Year 4 girls - 8th Mia Tahana 

 Year 5 girls - 5th Gursaanjh Kaur 

 Year 5 boys - 5th Kayin Muir 

 Year 6 boys - 6th Isaac Rajan 

  

 It was fun and also hard to catch up with 
 the other students. I am happy with where 
 I came in the race because I think I tried 
 my best. By Tayan 

 It was fun, I liked the way they did the race, 
 how they set up the track going uphill and 
 downhill. The hardest part was beating all 
 the other players in the race because most 
 of them were really fast. - By Ihaka 

 It was super hard because I couldn't 
 breathe properly so I had to focus on my 
 breathing as I ran. I persevered until the 
 end. I tried and tried! - By Sage 

 Ihaka & Tayan - Akomanga 3 

 Knighton Junior Football Success 

 Knighton Strikers Team 

 What a fantastic season it has been for football at 

 Knighton! Our Knighton Strikers 11th Grade team had 

 an outstanding season competing in the WaiBOP 

 League, remaining undefeated with an impressive 13 

 wins and just 2 draws. Their highest scoring game 

 was a fantastic 13–2 victory over Southwell. 

 Their success has come from working together, 

 showing great determination, and supporting one 

 another on the field. This demonstrates The Knighton 

 Way values of Mahi tahi and Whaikaha. Their coach 

 summed it up perfectly, describing them as “a great 

 bunch of students who play really well as a team.” 

 A special mention goes to our goalkeepers, Aminio 

 and Bowie, who did an amazing job between the 

 posts and helped keep the ball out of the net. Kayden 

 Harris is said to be a potential future All White. 

 The Knighton Jaguars also compete in the WaiBOP 

 League, while our First Kicks, Lion Cubs, Panthers 

 and Jaguars have also had a fantastic season. It has 

 been wonderful to see so many of our students 

 enjoying football, developing their skills, working as 

 teams and, most importantly, having fun! 

 Congratulations to all our Knighton football teams on 

 a fantastic season. We are incredibly proud of every 

 player and grateful to everyone who has helped make 

 the season such a success. 

 A huge thank you to all our coaches and managers 

 for the time, energy and commitment they have given 

 throughout the season. Your support and dedication 

 have made all of this possible, and we truly 

 appreciate everything you do for our players. 



 Returning sports uniforms 

 Please return Knighton uniforms if your child is no longer 
 taking part in a sports activity this term. This includes the 
 Knighton Junior Football team uniforms as the organiser 
 collects them from the office. 
 Please label with the students name, team name and 
 room number. 

 Lost Property 

 Please come and look through the lost property outside 
 Mrs Cowie’s office regularly. Named items can be returned 
 to children but unfortunately most of the clothing and 
 shoes that are lost by children are unnamed. All unnamed 
 belongings that are not claimed are donated. 
 PLEASE name ALL your children’s clothes and footwear. 

 Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon 

 Get ready for the  ultimate  day of fun! The Sanitarium 
 Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon inspires Kiwi kids aged 6 – 15 
 years to get active, healthy and feel like a TRY 
 champion. This is an optional activity that Knighton 
 supports. We have created a school group, so if you're 
 registering, join under our school for the chance to win 
 our school some prizes! 

 What: Weetbix Tryathlon (Swim, Bike, Run 

 When: Sunday 6th December 

 Where: St Peter's School (Cambridge) 

 Cost options: 

 ●  Splash & Dash 6 years (Swim and Run only) 
 $60 

 ●  Individual TRYathlon 7 – 15 years ($67.50) 
 ●  Junior Team 7 – 9 years ($67.50) 
 ●  Senior Team 10 – 15 years ($67.50) 

 Some early prices are available. For more information 
 or to register go to this link  https://bit.ly/4qFsuQH 

 Journey Kids School Holiday Programme 

 Journey Kids will be running a programme during the 
 school holidays. Bookings need to be done on their 
 website  www.journeykids.co.nz  For more information 
 contact  admin@journeykids.co.nz 

 Note your calendar 

 14-18 September - Te wiki o te reo Māori 

 16 September - Hearing & Vision testing 

 18 September - Te reo Māori moment on the court 

 24 Sept - 9:15am Year 5 Senior recitation finals 

 11:40am Year 6 Senior recitation finals 

 25 Sept - Yummy sticker charts to the office 

 25 September - 3:00pm End of term 3 

 12 October 9:00am Term 4 starts 

 23 Oct - Teacher Only Day - SCHOOL CLOSED 

 26 Oct - Labour Day holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED 

 Ngā mihi nui 
 Andrew Campbell 
 Principal 



 Online GP care now free for ākonga 13 and under 

 With health services experiencing high demand, online GP care is an option for accessing care and the 
 service is now free for all ākonga up to, and including, the age of 13. 

 Appointments usually take place through a video app or a phone call and the service can prescribe 
 medicine and send prescriptions to your nearest pharmacy. It also provides another care option for rural 
 communities. 

 To learn more visit Online GP care:  Online GP care  – Health New Zealand 


