
Please remember to check our Facebook page for the
latest updates from our school -
https://www.facebook.com/TKPrimary.

6th November - Ukulele sessions in the Senior School

7th November - Student Leaders working with Paula      
                              Dewar / Gumboot Friday

10th November - Poowhiri for new families and
students

11th November - TK Guitar Works onsite 12pm and 2pm

13th November - Senior Athletics

14th November - Whaanau Leaders working with 
                               Paula Dewar

17th November - Principals Afternoon Tea

18th November - 21st November - Year 6 Camp
                                Year 5 Leadership Week

18th November - TK Guitar Works onsite 12pm and 2pm

19th November - ECE Transition to School visit 1

20th November - Ukulele sessions in the Senior School

24th - 28th November - Youthtown Cycle Safety 
                                             Year 5 - 6

25th November - TK Guitar Works onsite 12pm and 2pm

26th November - ECE Transition to School visit 2
                       Poroporoaki for Staff who are leaving

27th November - End of Year Whaanau Picnic

28th November - Inter-School Athletics

1st December - We CARE Lunch - 12.30pm

2nd December - TK Guitar Works onsite 12pm and 2pm
     Whaanau Leaders Morning Tea

3rd December - ECE Transition to School visit 3
          Year 6 Transition visit to TKC

Kia ora TKP Whaanau

What a fantastic start to the term it’s been
— and here we are already at Week 5! 

Time truly flies when our classrooms are
buzzing with learning, laughter, and
creativity. It’s been wonderful seeing our
tamariki embracing new challenges,
showing kindness, and living out our school
values every day.

This week, we’ve got plenty to celebrate and
look forward to — from classroom
highlights to upcoming events and
community news. Let’s keep the positive
energy flowing as we move through the
second half of the term together.

Week 6 Poowhiri:

Next Monday we will welcome a new cohort
of learners to our TKP Learning Community.
This will be our last poowhiri for the year,
and I know our team will make it a special
one for our new students!

📚 Newsletter Quiz Question

How does Gumboot Friday help kids
around NZ?
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EOTC Week:

In Week 7, our Year 5 and 6 students will take part
in EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) Week -
an exciting time for students to challenge
themselves, build leadership skills, and work
together with their peers.

Our Year 6 students will be heading away to
Karakariki Christian Camp for three nights, where
they’ll enjoy a range of outdoor adventures such as
rock climbing, archery, and BMX.

Meanwhile, our Year 5 students will take part in a
special Leadership Week at school. They’ll work
with Paula Dewar to develop their leadership skills,
take part in a session with the local fire brigade,
and enjoy a fun trip where they can put their new
skills into practice.
It’s shaping up to be a fantastic week of learning,
teamwork, and adventure!

We CARE in Action:
Wendy Hickey Memorial:
Last Friday, we had our annual Wendy Hickey
Memorial weekend wear day fundraiser for TK
Community House. Wendy was a staff member
who after becoming a certified teacher and
starting to work at TKP passed away due to cancer.
She was an amazing woman who believed in
supporting TK Community House. Her strength
while facing cancer still inspires the staff who knew
her. This year we raised $250.00 to donate to TK
Community house.

Gumboot Friday:
This Friday, we’re getting behind Gumboot Friday
— a fun and meaningful way to support young
people’s mental health across Aotearoa. Students
(and staff!) are encouraged to wear their
gumboots to school and bring a gold coin
donation. This is not a weekend wear day.

All funds raised go to I Am Hope, helping provide
free counselling for kids and teens who need
someone to talk to. Let’s pull on our boots, have
some fun, and make a difference together!

Paula Dewar – Inspiring Our Future Leaders

We’re so lucky to have Paula Dewar working with
our student and whaanau leaders this week and in
Week 6. 
Paula brings incredible energy, wisdom, and care to
every session, helping our tamariki grow in
confidence and live our school values of “We
CARE.” Through fun, reflective, and hands-on
activities, she encourages students to discover their
strengths, work together, and lead with kindness
and integrity. Paula’s guidance has had a truly
positive impact across our kura — empowering our
young leaders to believe in themselves, support
others, and make a difference in our school and
community every day.

Term 4 Assemblies

Just a reminder about our assemblies for the rest of
the year.

We will have two assemblies to cater for our
growing school roll:

11:15am Assembly – Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, Maahoe,
10, 13A, and 13B

11:50am Assembly – Patatee, Hiinau, Rooms 14,
15, 16, and 17

If the weather is fine we will have two separate
assemblies, but if it is too bad, we will run four
separate assemblies. 

If the weather is bad
The Year 1 - 2 Team’s Assembly will be held in
Room 4
The Year 2 - 3 Team’s Assembly will be held in
Room 13
The Year 4 - 6 Team’s Assembly will be in Room
14
Nga Marama o Nga Muka will be held in Hiinau

If your child is receiving a certificate and the
weather is poor, please attend the classes listed
above.

Newsletter Prize Draw 

We had our fortnightly Newsletter Prize Draw at Assembly on Friday. Congratulations to Fleur Bateup
who won the draw for our Week 3 newsletter. 
In Term 4, we are holding a competition with our newsletters. The purpose of this competition is to
increase the engagement of our families in reading the newsletter. At the end of each newsletter, a
question will be posed based on the information provided in the newsletter. 
Your children will need to write their answers to the question on a piece of paper, including their name
and room number. They can drop this off at the office and go into the draw for a prize. Newsletters are
published on Wednesdays of the odd weeks in the term. The prize will be drawn the following Friday at
assembly during the even weeks. 



Group Day

On Thursday 23rd October, the
Lower Waikato Agricultural
Group held the annual Group
Day. We had 5 children
participate in the event.
Congratulations Mikey, Marley-
Jane, Thea-Jane, Ty and Eliza
on your efforts on the day. We
had some great results,
including Mikey, Marley-Jane
and Thea-Jane winning the
Group of 3 leading shield. 

We also held a fundraiser for
Year 6 camp and would like to
thank Hellers again for their
generosity donating the
sausages to us for the
fundraiser and also a thank
you to those who supported
the fundraiser as well as the
team on the day. 

Here are some photos from
the day.

2026 Term Dates:
Here are the term dates for 2026:

Term 1 - 27th January - 2nd April
Public Holidays - Waitangi Day 6th February, Good Friday, 2nd April
Teacher only Day - 30th January - Maths PLD Day 4

Term 2 - 20th April - 3rd July
Public Holidays - Anzac Day, 27th April, King’s Birthday, 1st June
Teacher only Day - 2nd June

Term 3 - 20th July - 25th September
Teacher only Day - 4th September - Koroneihana (TBC)

Term 4 - 12th October to 11th December
Public Holidays - Labour Day 26th October

In 2026, we have planned for 2 Teacher Only Days. If there are going to be any additional Teacher Only
Days added to the calendar, we will give you all ample notice of when this may happen.

In 2026, schools are legally required to be open for 191 days. Every year, the Board of Trustees works within
the Ministry of Education's guidelines and decides when the school is open for instruction. Teacher-only
days are not included in the 191 days, as on teacher-only days, the school is closed for instruction. 

After School Pick Up
For health and safety reasons, please ensure you and your children use the crossing by the junior
playground before and after school. This crossing is supervised after school and is the safest place for
children to cross Wira Street. Thank you for your cooperation.
If you are collecting children from the bottom gate on Mahi Road, please avoid parking on or blocking
the delivery entrances to nearby businesses.



Health and PE Community Review

As part of our ongoing Curriculum Review
process, we invite you to share your thoughts
by completing the Health and PE Curriculum
Review form that was sent home with the
eldest or only child in each family.

Your feedback plays an important role in
helping us ensure that our Health and PE
programme reflects the values and needs of
our school community.
Thank you for taking the time to contribute -
your input is greatly appreciated.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLPTa21
HkYqqolypTwQCKd2dV9BRgb05rvO2wmyVDT
M/edit?tab=t.0

Also, if you would like to read our strategic plan
for 2025, please follow this link
https://www.tkp.school.nz/110/file_sets/13-
strategic-plans
Our strategic plan details what we are aiming to
achieve as a kura in 2025.

Keeping up to date:
Please remember to check our Facebook page
for the latest updates from our school -
https://www.facebook.com/TKPrimary.

Schooldocs - ongoing review

If you would like to review our Policies and
Procedures for Term 4 please follow the link

https://tkp.schooldocs.co.nz//Logon.aspx?
ReturnUrl=%2f

Username: tkp
Password: wecare

In Term 4, 2025, we will be reviewing the
following topics: Bullying and Harassment /
Behaviour Management / Searches, Surrender
and Retention of Property / Minimising Physical
Restraint / Stand-down, Suspension and
Exclusion / Staff Wellbeing and Safety
See the full Review and Board Assurances
Schedule.

Strategic Plan Community Survey
Strategic Plan 2026–2028 – Parent Survey

At Te Kauwhata Primary School, we are excited to
share the direction of our kura for the next three
years. Our new Strategic Plan (2026–2028) reflects
our commitment to providing the best outcomes
for our tamariki, while continuing to strengthen
the culture and community connections that
make TKP unique.
The plan focuses on three key areas:

Accelerating Learning Outcomes – lifting
achievement in literacy and mathematics,
supporting our teachers with professional
learning, and meeting the needs of all learners,
including those who are neurodiverse.
Strengthening School Culture – building strong
connections with whānau and the wider
community so everyone feels part of helping
our learners thrive.
Managing Growth Effectively – ensuring high
expectations in every classroom, supporting
smooth transitions with Te Kauwhata College,
and making the best use of our spaces as our
roll grows.

We would love to hear your thoughts. Your
feedback will help us refine our goals and make
sure this plan reflects the aspirations of our whole
community. Your response to this survey will go
into a prize draw for 3 Prezzy Cards to the value of
$60.00.
Thank you for taking the time to share your voice –
it makes a real difference for our kura.
Here is the link:
https://forms.gle/kG2QBJL3Vj8sNPf46

I want to thank the people who have already
completed this survey, and if you haven’t done
so, please make it a priority, as your feedback
will be used to determine our strategic direction
for the next three years!

ETAP Parent Portal:
Our ETAP Parent Portal is now up and running. If
you haven’t downloaded the Etap @School App
already, you will have received an invite to your
email with instructions on how to access it. We
must have your updated phone numbers and
email addresses so that you are able to access the
information in the app. If your information needs
updating, please contact the office.

We believe that communication is important in
our current environment and the ETAP Parent
Portal allows you to receive up-to-date information
about your child, their class and other important
school information.

https://www.tkp.school.nz/110/file_sets/13-strategic-plans
https://www.tkp.school.nz/110/file_sets/13-strategic-plans
https://www.facebook.com/TKPrimary
https://tkp.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://tkp.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://tkp.schooldocs.co.nz/CombinedReviewSchedule.pdf
https://tkp.schooldocs.co.nz/3-year%20review%20schedule.pdf
https://forms.gle/kG2QBJL3Vj8sNPf46


Enrolling at Te Kauwhata Primary School
It’s that exciting time of year when we start welcoming new enrolments for 2026!
If you have a child who will be starting school soon, or know someone moving into our area, here’s what you
need to know about enrolling at Te Kauwhata Primary.
Our enrolment process follows the Ministry of Education guidelines and the Education and Training Act
2020, ensuring everything is fair and transparent.

Who Can Enrol
Children who live in our school zone are welcome to enrol at any time.
Families outside the zone can apply through an out-of-zone ballot.
We use a cohort entry system, meaning new entrants start school together at set times during the year
— helping tamariki settle in and build friendships from day one.

If a student has been excluded or expelled from another school, the Board will review their application as
required by the Ministry of Education.

How to Enrol
When enrolling, parents and caregivers will need to provide documents such as a birth certificate or
passport. This is very important. While we cannot refuse your child’s enrolment if these documents are not
provided at the time, we ask that you support us in meeting the Ministry of Education’s requirements. All
information is kept secure and confidential, and is used only by our office staff.
Once enrolment is confirmed, we’ll work with you to:

Arrange class placement,
Support your child’s transition and orientation, and
Organise any learning support they may need.

Class Placement
We take care to place each child in the best possible class, considering their age, social and learning needs,
and the information you share with us.
 If a child might benefit from repeating or moving ahead a year, we’ll talk with parents first — though the
final decision rests with the Principal.
For more details about enrolment, please visit our school website or contact the school office — we’re
always happy to help!

Classes for 2026
Over the next few weeks, we will start to look at our classes for 2026. If you have any information that would
support us in making an informed decision about your child’s learning and their teacher in 2026, please
contact the office.

In 2026, our 4 bilingual classrooms will have spaces for tamariki who would like to learn Te Reo Maaori and
be immersed in Te Ao Maaori. If this is something you would like to explore, please contact me (Brian) at the
office or send me an email - principal@tkp.school.nz.

Sunhats
We are a SunSmart School so uniform sun hats are to be worn during terms 1 and 4. They are available from
the school office at $15.00 each.

Bus Changes
If your child normally catches the bus and on any given day your plans change, can you please contact the
office to let the school know that your child isn’t catching the bus that day.

School Start time and Drop off
We would like to ask that you do not drop your children off before 8:15am as there will be no adult in their
classroom or the playground to supervise them. This becomes a Health and Safety issue, both for children
and the school. Teachers arrive between 8:00 am and 8:30 am and are expected to be in class by 8:30 am.
We would ask that for the health and safety of your children being unsupervised, they do not arrive at
school before 8:15am. We will get in contact with you if we see it happening. 
Before-school care is available locally through KBEEZ Kids. Please ring Karen on 021 - 242 - 5524 if this is
something that you need. There are information packs available at the office if you require further
information.



DHB Guidelines
At Te Kauwhata Primary, we follow the guidelines set by the DHB for sickness. Please see these below
for future reference, especially as we have Winter illnesses to reduce the spread as much as possible.

Fever
A fever is a temperature that is higher than 38 degrees C.
A child should not be at school until:

their temperature has returned to normal (less than 38°C) without needing to use medicine to
reduce it, like paracetamol or ibuprofen
they are feeling well and happy within themselves again.

Vomiting or diarrhoea
Gastro (also known as a tummy bug, rotavirus or norovirus) is an illness caused by an infection in the
gut. Symptoms are nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and fever.
Gastro can spread easily to others, so a child should not be at school if they are vomiting or have
diarrhoea. 
A child can return to school after 48 hours (2 days) have passed since the last time they vomited or
had diarrhoea.

Sore throat
A child should not be at school if they need pain relief for their throat to feel comfortable. Pain relief
includes paracetamol or ibuprofen.

School sores and other skin infections
School sores (impetigo) are a common skin infection caused by bacteria. Symptoms are red sores or
blisters, which burst to leave crusty, golden-brown patches. The sores can be itchy and mostly affect
the face and hands, but they can appear elsewhere.
Other skin infections can also show similar symptoms.
If a child has sores that are red, swollen, oozing, weeping or blistered, or that feel hot to touch, they
should not be at school until:

their sores are covered and healing
it has been 24 hours since they started antibiotics
as directed in the guidance for infectious diseases. 

Head lice and scabies
Head lice (nits) are common in children because of how close they are together at school. Nits are
small insects that lay their eggs on strands of hair. Scratching can be a sign that a child has them.
Children with nits should stay at home from school until treatment has started.

For further information, please visit: https://info.health.nz/keeping-healthy/healthy-homes-
environments/knowing-if-a-child-is-well-enough-to-be-at-school-guidance-for-schools

We CARE.
As a leadership team, we have been working with our Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) School Wide
Practitioner, on the importance of our school values. Our school values are C.A.R.E: Communicate,
Aspire, Respect, and Engage. The best way for our tamariki to understand our values is to have them
modelled by all the adults in their life, including their whaanau and wider community. We understand
that sometimes life becomes challenging and frustrating situations arise. When this happens, please
remember that we have a process to follow, which is to contact your child’s classroom teacher in the first
instance. From there, the classroom teacher will refer onward as appropriate for the specific
concern/complaint (for example to the responsible staff member, their team leader, leadership etc).
Thank you for your cooperation with this!

Stationery
Your children are using their stationery in class. You will also have received an invoice from the school, if
you have not please contact the office. We thank the families who have already paid for their stationery,
if you haven’t, we would appreciate payment as soon as possible. If you wish to arrange payment, please
contact Morag in the school office. You can pay via the Internet or through EFTPOS in the office.



Community Notices
More from Waikato District

Libraries:

 
Two online competitions are running:

 
Beanstack Hallow-read challenge

Spooky season is upon us! Halloween is a time brimming
with joy, enchantment, and a bit of mischief. Get set to
dance like a monster, indulge in some ghoulish fun, or

cozy up with a spine-tingling book.
Log your reading and earn creepy badges all month long.
Complete the challenge by reading & logging 150 minutes
through the month of October to be in to win a JBL Clip4
Ultra-portable Rugged Bluetooth Speaker or a Samsung

Galaxy Watch Fit3.
 

FieroCode
October 1 – November 31, 2025

Students 8–12, 13-18, & Adults 19+ (FREE!)
Theme: "Light Quest"
Platform: Code Blocks

Prizes:
1st Place – AirPods 

2nd Place – JBL Speaker 
3rd Place – Mechanical Keyboard

Adult (19+) - $150 Amazon gift card

Support our sponsor:
Franklin vets




